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Preſent Intrigues 
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| Court of CARAMANIA 


ate 


| eee HE large and fertile province 


5 F FE 8 of Caramanid is ſituated in 
1 — 


that part of Aſia which is call d 
the Minor; and was formerly 

in ſubjection to the Kings of 
Anatolia: but THEoDORE, the preſent 
Prince, having married HYAN THE, a 
D aughter of the late Monarch, had in Dow- 
ry with her a. general Releaſe from all Tri- 
B 120 bute, 


(2) 
bute, Fealty, and Obedience, by which him» 
ſelf and Succeſſors are now dignified with 
the Title of Sovereign Princes of Cara- 
mania. 

Nothing could more endear à Ruler to 
his People than did this Action of IHEO-/ 
PORE'S; it ſeem'd ſo magnanimous a proof 
of Love to his Country, that a you 
Prince, in the full Vigour of thoſe Deſires 
which Lovelineſs creates, and every way ac- 
compliſh'd to pleaſe the Fair, ſhould, neg- 
lecting all the Beauties of the laſt, and the 
preſent Advantages he might have enjoy'd 
in the Choice of another Bride, ſacrifice * 
himſelf to a Princeſs much older than him- 
ſelt; and who, when in her Bloom of 
Youth, was miſtreſs of very few perſonal 
Charms, mcerly to free his Subjects from a 
Dependance which had long been uncaly to 
them; that they thought they could never 
too much cxpreſs their Senſe of the Obli- 
gations they had to him: Statues were in all 
publick Places erected to his honour ! they 
almoſt adored him as a guardian God ! nor 
could he appear in publick without the 
Drums, Trumpets, and other martial Mu- 


ſick which accompany'd him, being drown'd 


in the louder Acclamations of the admi- 
ring Croud, who hanging on his Chariot- 
Whcels, ſcem'd to rend the very Skies with 
Cries of Joy! Liberty and THEODORE, was 
the word! Liberty and THEODORE, was all 
that could be heard. Nor 


(3) 

Nor was this Action of his look'd on with 
wondring Admiration by the Populace only ; 
thoſe of the deepeſt penetration, and who 
made it moſt their buſineſs to pry into the 
Intrigues of State, could with all their 
ſearch be able to aſcribe no other Reaſon 
for it, than that which it had the appearance 
of : ſo happy was this Prince in the few 
truſted by him, and ſo little is human Wiſ- 
dom capable of fathoming the Heart. 

But not to detain on the rack the Curio- 
ſity of my Reader, who by what I have ſaid, 
cannot but imagine there was ſome other 
and more powerful motive for this Prince's 
Behaviour, than that which I have related, 
or than was publickly known ; I ſhall, in as 
brief a manner as the Subject will admit, 
give an account how very different from 
their ſeeming, were the real Inducements of 
THEODORE to act in the manner he had 
done. 

Being, as I have already ſaid, poſſeſs d of 
many valuable Accompliſhments, of an il- 
luſtrious Birth, deſcended by his Mother's 
ſide from the Kings of ancient Dacia, and 
by his Father's from the great ARSA CES, and 
in ſeveral memorable Engagements againſt 
the Inhabitants of Meſopotamia and the Leſ- 
ſer Armenia having very much ſignaliz d his 
Conduct and Courage, he was look'd on as 
a Prince who would hereafter make a yery 


diſtinguiſhable figure in the world; and his 
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Alliance ſought for by the neighbouring 
Nations, as the only Security from his tupe- 
rior Power. The ſeveral Princeſſes offer'd 
to him in marriage, and the equal Advantages 
which attended thoſe Propoſals, rendred 
him divided in his Sentiments, and being 
by his People preſsd to make choice, he 
took a journey to Anatolia, with a deſign 
to conſult that Monarch, and be directed by 
him in the Affair. 

At his arrival, he recciv'd the Compli- 
ments of all the Grandees of that Court; 
among, the number ot whom, was ADRA- 
STUsS, a Lord of eminent Birth and Merit, 


and high'y in favour with his Royal Maſter ; 


which Conſiderations obliging the Prince to 
return his Viſit in perſon, he was entertain'd 
in a manner becoming the Dignity of ſo 
illuſtrious a Gucſt : But that which crown'd 
the Feaſt, and heighten'd every pleaſure, was 
the preſence of the lovely IMON DA, Wife 


to ApRasTUs. The Hcart of 'THEODORE, 


till now inſenſible of the Power of Beauty, 


felt a ſirange Altcration ar rhe ſight of her, a 


mixturc of Delight and Pain diffus'd itſelf 
through cvery glowing Fibre, tumultuous 
Thrillings fll'd the Veins, 2nd cach warm 
Artcry confeſs'd the new Deſire | Unskill'd 
in Love, and all unſtudicd iu the God's ap- 
proach, and by what zucans he ſteals him- 
{elf into the unguarded Soul, he knew not 
to what Gucſt he had given room; and in- 

noccatly, 


C9) 
nocently, at firſt, indulg'd the growing An- 
guiſh, nor thought what future Pains might 
be the conſequence of the preient Joy he 
found in gazing on ſo dangerous an Ob- 
jet. So loſt was he in the admiration of 
her Charms, that had not MARMILL1o, (a 
Caramanian Nobleman who from his Child- 
hood had been bred up with him, had ever 
been his greateſt Favourite, and had accom- 
pany'd him to Anatolia and in this Viſit) 
reminded him that it grew late, he might 
- poſlibly have forgotten that Decorum which 
; is always obſcry'd between Perſons of ſhort 
= acquaintance, as was that he had with ApRra- 
F STUS, and by his long ſtay have occalion'd 
z ſome Suſpicions in him, which would have 
O been of little advantage to the Paſſion he 
d had entertain'd. 
0 
d 


r 


Tis certain that the Diſcretion of Max- — 
MILL1o, who preſently ſaw the Condition 


8 of his Prince, kept it from being percciva- 
c ble by the Husband; but the fair Occaſion 
E was too ſenſible of the Force of her Charms, 
, to be deceivd in that manner; ſhe both 
a knew and triumph'd in the Conqueſt ſhe 
If had made; and tho' ſhe had hitherto- re- 
IS garded her Husband with more Tcnderneſs 


n chan is ordinarily found among Wives of 
d Quality, yet the thoughts of being beloy'd 


p- by ſo great and ſo lovely a Prince as Tho- 
1 DORE, rouzing all that was vain or ambi- 
Mt tious in her Soul, made her in very great 
1 B 3 danger 


(65) 

danger of ſwerving from that Duty, ſhe 
had, till now, preſerved with all imagina- 
ble ſtrictneſs. She ſaw herſelf admired by 
him, was pleas'd with the diſcovery, endea— 
vour'd all ſhe could ro enhance the Eſteem 
ſhe had inſpired, and how near ſuch a Diſpo- 
ſition is ro betraying the Heart, too many fine 
Ladics by fatal Experience can teſtify. 

THEODORE, on the other ſide, was no 
ſooncr departed from the preſence of his 
adored IS MON DA, than he was convinced by 
the pain he was in, what fort of Paſſion it 
was which he had entertain'd : That purl- 
ing Pleaſure, which at her every little Word 
or Motion, ran trickling through his Veins, 
was now ſucceeded by a heavy Languor ; 
that ſprightly Joy which fo lately enliven'd 
all his Soul, the dear Inſpirer. abſent, gave 
way to a ſullen Gloom, and the once calm 
Compoſure of his Mind wholly chang'd to 
the reverle of what it had been, MARMIL“/ 
LIo, of all his numerous Train, was the 
only Perſon to whom he communicated his 
Sentiments; nor did that Favourite omit 
making uſe of the Opportunity which this 
Confidante gave him, of more ingratiating 
himſelf to him, by ſoothing his new Paſſion 
with a Proſpect of Succeſs: and as he had, 
from the firſt View the Prince had of her, 
* preſently perceiv'd with what Emotions he 
regarded her, ſo was he not leſs watchful 
over the Behaviour of ISMONDa ; and being 


per- 


perfectly well WP... the humour of that 

Sex, and having experienc'd the various Foi- 
bles by which they become a preyto the in- 
ſinuations of thoſe who attempt their Ho- 
nour, he imagin'd that he ſaw enough in 
this Lady to keep her Lover from deſpair : 

and embelliſhing the real Opinion he had 
of her propenſity to Love with all the 
pleaſing additions his witty Invention cou'd 
ſupply him with, indulg'd the enamour'd 
THEODORE with. Ideas too ſatisfactory to 
be repell'd, and prevented him from mak- 
ing even an Effort to vanquiſh thoſe new 
Deſires which had taken poſſeſſion of his 
Soul. 

He had after this many opportunities of 
ſecing her ; for bcing as great a Favourite 
with HYANTHE, as her Husband was with 
the King, ſhe was ſcarce ever from that 
Princeſs ; and the tranſported THEODORE, 
under the pretence of paying his Compli- 
ments to the eldeſt Daughter of a Monarch, 
to whom he then own'd himſelf a Subject, 
indulg'd his Wiſhes with the more delight- 
ful Converſation of her lovely Attendant. 
The great number of Nobility which con- 
tinually crowded the Drawing-room of this 
Princeſs, gave liberty to thoſe of them, 
who were deſirous of it, of withdrawing in- 
to Parties, and as this Court was full of Gal- 
lantry, almoſt every one had. his particular 
Engagement: It is not to be doubted but 

B 4 That 


tion yet ſince 'you have my promile, I 


(8 ö 

that THEODORE laid hold on every occa- 
ſion which preſented itſelf to him, of en- 
tertaining the Object of his Affections; 
and one day having drawn her to a Win- 
dow which jutted out a conſiderable way, 
and was ſeparated from the reſt of the 
Room by a kind of Half-Alcove; he told 
her after ſome diſcourſe on ordinary At- 
fairs, looking on her at the fame time with 
an unſpeakable tenderneſs in his Eyes, that 
he had a Queſtion to ask, which he paſ- 
ſionately long'd to be reſolv'd in, but that 
it was of ſuch a nature, as he durſt not 
mention without having firſt her promiſe 
of a faithful Anſwer. The grave and carncſt 
manner in which theſe Words were de- 
Iivered, created at firſt ſome little ſurprize 
in ISMONDA ; but preſently recovering her 
ſelf from it, and impatient for his mcan- 
ing, aſſur'd him that whatever his demand 

Was, ſhe would reply to it with all imagin- 
able Sincerity, It is then, Madam! ſaid he, 
if anudit all that ſhow of happineſs, you 
ſeem to enjoy in a married State, you have 
never in ſecret wiſh'd that you had made 
leſs haſte to enter into it, and in ſome 
meaſure regretted the loſs of that Liberty 


a ſingle Life affords? Tho' of all the In- 


terrogatories which Invention cou'd inſpire, 
Or Language form, anſwered ſhe, this is of 
a kind the moſt foreign from my expecta- 


Will 


(9) 
will not, ſcruple to inform you as much of 
the matter as my own Heart is ſenſible of. 
Yes I will confeſs, continued ſhe, that tho 
I have no reaſon to complain, either of the 
want of Honour or Tenderneſs in ADRA- 
$TUS; I am not without ſome ſhare of that 
too common Foible of Humanity, which 
makes us place leſs Value on the things 
we are in poſſeſſion of, than thoſe above 
our reach: Whatcver we may pretend, 
Hope is the moſt pleaſing Paſſion of the 
Soul, and happy as I am, having enter'd 
into a State which deprives me of the 
power of expecting to be more ſo, I can- 
not entertain myſelf with thoſe delightful 
Ideas, which were the Companions of my 
Virgin Thoughts. Then Madam! cryd the 
Prince, (interrupting her with a viſible tranſ- 
port in his Voice and Eyes) you do not 
think ApRasTus deſerving the boundleſs 
Bleſſings he enjoys? I think him worthy 
of much more, reſum d ſhe, than is in the 
power of ISMONDA to beſtow ; — but yet, 
continud ſhe briskly, who knows but in 
ſpite of the little merit Jam miſtreſs of, 
Fortune and that unaccountable Caprice 
which ſometimes rules the Heart, might, 
had I been in a condition to receive them, 
have favoured me with the Addreſſes of 
ſome Man ſuperiour to ADRASTUS in Birth, 
in Power, in perſonal Perfections, and in 
every love-inſpiring Grace: at leaſt, 


added 


(10) 

added ſhe, more ſeriouſly, 1 might have 
flatter'd Imagination with ſuch a hope, and 
graſp'd in Theory a Joy, the very ſhadow 
of which would have been preferable to 
the real Subſtance of that mean Content 
which J have made my Lot. If theſe words 
were not dictated by a Paſſion ſhe had 
for the Perſon to whom they were addreſs'd, 
he could take them for no other than the 
effects of her deſire of engaging him: He 
plainly ſaw, that if he was not belov'd by 
her, ſhe took an infinite pleaſure in believ- 
ing herſelf belov'd by him; and whether 
it was to her Tenderneſs or Coquetry he 
was indebted for the condeſcenſions ſhe 
had made him, thought he had now a good 
opportunity of declaring himſelf, without 
any danger of incurring the Cenſure of be- 
ing too preſuming. Ah Madam! cry'd he, 
were what you ſay practicable in all Caſes, 
where the reality of our Wiſhes is unat- 
tainable, how much oblig'd to you would 
every Lover, and in particular the deſpair- 
ing THEoDORE be, for preſcribing him ſo 
caſy a way to Bliſs? But alas, 'tis only 
the unprepoſſeſſed, and inſenſible, which can 
receive any benefit from your Inſtructions 
the Heart which can content itſelf with an 
imaginary enjoyment of its Deſires, muſt 
not have for the Object of them a Per- 
fection like that the adorable ISMONDA 
boaſts —You, whoſe excelling Charms 

juſtly 


w 
p 
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juſtly command the World, may at your 


pleaſure diſpoſe the Slaves as Fancy ſhall 
direct, but what relief for me? — Ah! 


how ſhall I beguile the Tortures of a real 


Deſpair by an imaginary Joy? — When in 
emboldened Thought I ſeem to travel o'er 
all your world of Beauty, and aim to taſte 
a Bliſs which even in Idea is too mighty 
to be born, will not curſt Reaſon inter- 
vene between me and the inſupportable 
Delight, reverſe my fate, convert my pro- 
miſed Heaven to a certain Hell, and pre- 
ſent the extatick Viſion in another's Arms? 
——Can I indulge the rapturous Image of 
IS MON DAs Charms, and not at the ſame 
time behold AD RAST us in poſſeſſion of 
them ? 

Here ceas'd the Prince; but ISsMON DA, 
tho' ſhe had wiſh'd, and from her firſt ac- 
quaintance with him, expected a Declara- 
tion of this nature, had hitherto been ſo 
little accuſtomꝭd to receive Gallantries, that 
ſhe could not defend herſelf from the Con- 
fuſion with which this overwhelm'd her: 
but the pleaſure ſhe conceiv'd at it, ſoon 
diſſipating all the Remonſtrances of ſhame 
or virtuous reſentment, {he affected to take 
all he had ſaid to her only as raillery and 
the Effects of an over-gay diſpoſition, and 
anſwered him in this manner: It muſt be 
confeſsd indeed, ſaid ſhe, that you coun- 
terfeit the deſpairing Lover with ſo good 


a 


( 12 ) 
a grace, that ſhould a Woman be vain es 
nough to believe you were in any danger 
of becoming ſuch in good earneſt, not 
ADRASTUS alone, but the nobleſt Husband 
in Anatolia would ſoon ceaſe to be in a 
condition capable of creating Envy: Since 
therefore, of all mankind, you have the 
molt reaſon to hope every thing, expect e- 
very thing, thoſe delighttul Ideas we have 
been ſpeaking of, can be no ſtrangers to 
your Soul, unleſs you are one of thoſe 


unreaſonable ones whom nothing but the 


real Subſtance can content. Tho' the for- 
mer part of what you have ſaid, reply'd the 
Prince, contains a Compliment to which 
I have no pretence, yet I cannot avoid ſub- 
ſcribing myſelf to that Character you men- 
tion in the latter. Yes Madam! (purſued 
he, tenderly preſſing her Hand) 1 acknow- 


ledge that I am one of thoſe who cannot 


be ſatisfied with the ſhadow of a Bleſſing. 


Spirits may delight themſelves in an intcl- 
lectual Correſpondence with each other, 
becauſe it is all they arc capable of en- 
joying; but while the Soul is lodg'd in Fleſh 
and Blood, Deſires of a different nature will 
ariſe; the Body claims its tharc of Joy, nor 
will permit the other to be bleſt alone. 


Bleſs me, cry d IS MON DA, znterrupting him, 


how ſuddcnly is the turn of your Con- 
verſation alter d! — I thought, indeed, that 
Air of humble diſtance and deſpair was lit- 

tlc 


1 
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tle conformable to your diſpoſition ; — 
this of the bold encroaching Lover is in- 
finitely more natural, and ſhows you have 
been more uſed to beſtow Compaſſion than 
ſtand in need of it yourſelf. Whatever J 
have been, reſumd he, I am now undone 
if I want power to convince you that I 
have no other aim on Earth, than to re- 
ceive from the divine IsuoN DA ſome to- 
kens of it; ——if therefore the profeſſions 
have made you, of a Paſſion the moſt vio- 
lent that ever was, appear too great a Pre- 
ſumption, impute it to the extremity of that 
Anguiſh which a hopeleſs Flame creates, and 
which failing to move pity from the ador'd 
Object, in time conſumes the Breaſt which 
harbours it. Well, well, /az4 ſhe, ſtill 
with an ironical tone and geſture, when 1 
am certain you are in a Condition, ſuch as 
requires conſolation, you ſhall find me not 
ill natur'd enough to refuſe it. What proofs 
do you demand, rejozned he; will nothing 
leſs than a Dagger, a Bowl of Poiſon, or a 
Leap from ſome ſteep Promontory ſuffice ? 
Yes I aflurc you, anſwer'd ſbe, laughing, I am 

for no ſuch romantick flights : Teſtimonies of 

a more modern faſhion will content me. — 

But, continued ſhe, perceiving two or three 

Ladics coming toward them, ſome other 

time we'll talk further on this matter. The 

Company by this time having joined them, 

thc Converſation grew general, nor had he all 

that 


(14) 

that day a ſecond opportunity of ſpeaking to 
her alone. He was, however, as he had 
good reaſon, perfectly ſatisfied with the pro- 
greſs he had made: He very well knew Is- 
MONDA was a Woman of too much pene- 
tration not to ſee into his Deſigns, and her 
receiving the Declaration he had made her 
only as a Jeſt; he took it, as really it was, 


as the method ſhe made choice of, to encou- 


rage his Addreſſes, without ſeeming to do 
ſo. MARMILL1o, to whom he related the 
whole Converſation that had paſs'd between 
them, was of the ſame opinion; and his 
known Experience in the Affairs of Love, 
made the Prince very much depend on his 

udgment : and never had Lover, while in 
a ſtate of ExpeCtation, greater reaſon to be 
ſatisfied with his Condition. 

The next time he ſaw her, was in the 
Gardens of the Palace Royal. She was 
lying on a green Bank by the ſide of a Foun- 
tain, extended at full length, her Head only 
a little reclind and leaning on her Arm, 
her Eyes ſeem'd to ſwim in tender Languiſh- 
ments, and an unuſual Softneſs play'd about 
her Mouth, with gentle Sighs her ſnowy Bo- 
ſom heav'd, triumphant Love wanton'd thro' 
all her Air, and every Part proclaim'd the 
new Deſire. A-while, unſeen by her, the 
amorous Prince ſtood gazing on her Charms, 
raking an infinite plcaſure in contemplating 
her in this melting and lovc-inſpiring Po- 

{ture ; 


(1s) 
ſture ; eſpecially when he reflected on the 
orcat probability there was, that it was occa- 
ſion'd by the thoughts of him, and that one 
of theſe delightful Ideas they had been talk- 
ing of at their laſt Interview, might now 
take up her Mind. At laſt, conſidering that 
if ſhe ſhould chance to lift up her Eyes and 
diſcover him, it would teſtify but little of 
that ardent Lover he had profeſs'd himſelf 
to be, contented with that diſtant Proſpect, 
he drew near, and was on his knees before 
her, where he remain'd ſome moments with- 
out rouzing her from her Reſvery, ſo deep- 
ly was ſhe plung'd in Thought ; till no lon- 
ger able to contain himſelf, he catch'd faſt 
hold of one of her Hands, and putting it 
to his Mouth, ſeem'd to devour it with, his 
cager Kiſſes. She ſtarted at the ſudden Preſ- 
ſure, and her Surprize making her ſend forth 
a little Shrick, kept the Prince from uſing 
any cfforts to prevent her riſing from the 
poſture ſhe was in; Good Heaven! cry'd 
ſhe, how have I been loſt in Thought ! 
Might I preſume to ask, reſoind Tho- 
DORE, what has been the Subject of that 
Contemplation, which has been ſo favoura- 
ble to my Deſires, of gazing on your Charms 
uninterrupted, and unaw'd? Yes, anſwer d 
ſhe, 1 will make no ſcruple of repoſing a 
Secret in your breaſt, which is of ſo much 
conſequence to your ſelf. Love has been 
the Theme of my Mcditations : and the 


happy 
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happy Object of that Paſſion is no other 
than TyropoRE. How, Madam, cry d he, 
(not able to contain the Extaſy with which 
theſc words fill'd all his Soul) is THEODORE 
the Object of ISoN DAS Love!? and do you 
confeſs it tools it poſſible that I am fo 
divinely bleſs d! O catch the joytul Sound, 
ye gentle Winds, and bcar it up to Heaven; 
there let it be regiſtred, and every Saint and 
miniſtring Angel witneſs the glorious Pro- 
miſe, and put it paſt the lovely Maker's 
power ever to call it back! The Beauties of 
Is MON DA were at this Acclamation cover d 
with a ſcarlct Bluſh, which was preſently 
ſucceeded by a deadly Pale; when the 
Prince approaching her with all the Tranſ- 
ports of an embolden'd Lover, was about 
to take her in his Arms, and reap ſome 
fruits of that obliging Declaration ſhe had 
made him: Forbear, my Lord! ſaid ſbe, 
half turning from him, theſe Raptures are 
indeed a juſt Return for the Paſſion with 
. which you arc honour'd ; but alas! it is not 
ISMONDA who is worthy of receiving them. 
Your Merits have had the effect which it is 
ordinary for them to inſpirc, on a Heart 
which the Glory of ſubduing is ſufficient to 
make yours exult with joy and vanity. As 
for me, rhink of me no otherwiſe than as of 
a Wretch whom Fate has caſt in a Sphere be- 
neath Regard, as one who but at humble 
diſtance darcs look up to you; yet full of 
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ardent Zeal for your Proſperity, wiſhes you 
ſtill greater, happier, and more bleſs'd, if 
poſſible, than Heaven itſelf has power to 
make you. The Surprize which the Prince 
was in at the firſt part of this diſcourſe, kept 
him from giving any interruption to it, till 
he found ſhe had concluded: and when ſhe 
had, was divided in his Sentiments, whe- 
ther he ſhould anſwer to what ſhe had ſaid 
with an entreaty that ſhe would explain 
what it was ſhe mcant, by telling him he 
had influcnc'd a Hcart more worthy; or re- 
turn the obliging Softneſs with which ſhe 
ended, in Endearments ſuch as her Beha- 
viour ſcem'd to demand from a Man leſs 
enamour'd, leſs tranſported with it than 
himſelf. After a Pauſe of about two mo- 
ments, It is of little conſequence to my 
Peace, ſaid he, in whatſocver light my Me- 
rits may appcar to the reſt of the world, I 
wiſh to be agreeable but to IsMonpa ; and 
to prove you really wiſh to ſee me bleſs'd to 
that ſuperlative degree you mention, you 
muſt believe tis only in your power to make 
me ſo Think not therefore, continued 


he, (preſling a ſecond time her unreiiſting 
Hand with greater Tenderneſe, if poſlible, 
than before) think not to put me off with 
the mean Joys which any other Beauty has 
the power to yield; my high-rais d Wiſhes 
aim at the ſupremeſt Bliſs, nor will be ſatiſ- 
filed with aught but you! 


Your Love alone 
can 
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can give me perfect Happineſs, your Cruel- 
ty alone can make me wretched. It was 
with a viſible Satisfaction in her Eyes, mix'd 
with a tender Melancholy, that ISMONDA 
receivd this Declaration; and when ſhe 
perceiv'd he had given over ſpeaking, I know 
not, anſwer'd ſhe, how far the natural Va- 
nity of my Sex might induce me to believe 
what you have ſaid, had I not a Rival with 
whom 'tis Treaſon to diſpute any thing : it 
is the Princeſs, Sir, HYanNTHE, who claims 
all your Devoirs, nor would forgive me 
even a Wiſh to entertain you in this man- 
ner. I ſee already, purſued ſhe, (after a 
little pauſe, and obſerving ſome Confuſion 
in his Countenance) the ' Weakneſs of my 
Influence appears : the very Name of this 
too powerful Oppoſer robs me of all the 
Intereſt I had in you-—yet do you owe me 
ſome Acknowledgement for the Intelli- 
gence: you might, perhaps, but for me, 


have long been uninform'd of the Happineſs 


deſign'd you, and I will not loſe one jot of 
thoſe Privileges which are allow'd in ſuch 
caſes to Confidantes. Unjuſt ItMonDA, too 
lovely, cruel Trifler! reſumed the Prince; 
why do you take a barbarous pleaſure in 
raillying the pains you give? Were what 
you ſay concerning that Princeſs real, too 
well are thoſe dear Eyes of yours acquaint- 
cd with their force, to fear a Rival, or ſuf- 
pect your Lover's Truth. This is an Inven- 
: tion 
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tion forg'd, but to delay thoſe Toys which 
this bleſs d Opportunity ſeems to invite: 


But thus, cry'd he, (catching her in 
his Arms, and bearing her per force into 
a little Grotto near the Fountain) thus 
will I diſappoint the meaſures thou wouldſt 
take; thus put an end to all the little Ar- 
tifices which fear or modeſty might tempt 
thee to make tryal of, and be indeed as 
bleſsd as thou haſt lately wiſh'd me. 

Tis certain that this Prince's deſires were 
now grown too violent for reſtraint by any 
common means, and nothing leſs than thoſe 
ISMONDA took, could have oblig'd him to 
defer one moment the perpetration of his 
Paſſion. Percciving herſelf on the very 
brink of falling a Sacrifice to a Paſſion, 
which ſhe was not yet certain, was enough 
eſtabliſn'd in his Heart to aſſure her of his 
Conſtancy and Gratitude, and that nothing 
ſhe could ſay was of any efficacy to move 
him from his Purpoſe ; ſhe ſnatch'd a Dag- 
ger, which he always wore by his ſide, and 
putting the Point of it to her Breaſt, pro- 
reſted by all the Gods of Caramania, that 
ſhe would that inſtant dye it with her Life's- 
Blood, if he would not fit calmly down 
and liſten to what ſhe had to utter. She 
ſpoke this with ſo reſolute and determin'd 
an Air, that the aſtoniſhd THEODORE 
trembled leſt ſhe ſhould execute what ſhe 
had menac'd, before he could convince her 
C 2 of 
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of his readineſs to obey her; and retiring 
three or four Paccs from her, threw him- 
ſelf upon his Knees, catreating ſhe would 
throw away a Weapon ſo unbecoming her 
Sex, and the Power ſhe had over him. No, 
ſaid ſhe, tis neceſlary that 1 keep myſelf 
thus arm'd, to prevent that which J am a- 
bont to conſeſs, from having an effect up- 
on you, contrary to what 1 am willing to 
permit. Know then, continued ſhe, (with a 
deep Sigh) that from the firſt moment you 
arriv'd at the Anatolian Court, my Heart 
has been your Prize; my Husband, you 
know, with tome other Noblemen, met 
you on the Frontiers, and I with many 
other Ladics ſtood at a Window to be- 
hold rhe Entrance of a Prince, whoſe 
fame had filld us all with admiration. 
Not an Eye, but what ſcem'd fix'd and ris 
veted u on your Charms; but all my Soul 
flew into mine, to take the bright, the 
dangerous Image in: when next I ſaw 
you, twas at my own Apartment, you did 
ADRASTUS the honour of a Vilit, and by 

that ſecond Vicw J was intirely Joſt. ——I 
acknowledge that never Woman loved with 
a greater tranſcendency of Paſſion than 

that I feel for you, and it is perhaps more 
owing to the Zcal of my Affection that I 
| refuſe giving you the Proof you ask of it, 

than to my Virtuc, my Duty, or any o- 
ther conſideration Whatever. — Too much, 

O 
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O Prince! 1 love you, to dare give a looſe 
to tenderneſs without a Certainty, that I 
ſhall always be permitted to do. to : 
ſhould I indulge your preſent Wiſhes and 
my own, how ſhould J be able to ſupport 
the dreadful Separation, which muſt toon 
attend this ſhort-liv'd Heaven of felicity ? 
Are not all the Princeſſes of Aſa 
impaticnt to call you Husband ? Are 
you not come to Anatolia, meerly to con- 
ſult its King which of them ſhall have the 
preference in your Choice ; the great de- 
ciſion made, happy Caramania will again 
receive its Lord, and poor ISMONDA be a- 
bandoned to all the miſeries which De- 
ſpair creates. A Flood of Tears here ſtop'd 
the farther Progreſs of her Words, and gave 
rhe impatient THEODORE the opportunity 
of reply ing in this manner: After this rap- 
turous diſcovery, ſaid he, think me not ſo 
ſtupidly inſenſible of the Bleſſing it affords, 
or ſo ungrateful for the Bounty, that on 
any terms I could be obliged to quit Ana- 
tolia for ever. No, "moſt inchanting, 
moſt adorable IsMoNDa,; I ſhould look on 
all the Hours which cruel neceſſity enfor- 
ces me to pals in abſence from you, as 
ſo many vacancies in Life; and ſoon as the 
important plagues af State were over, haſt 
to thy Breaſt, there lull my Cares to reſt, 
riot in Love, and in the preſent Joy, loſe 
all the memory of the paſt diſquiet. 

oof . Or, 
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Or, continued he, if you ſuſpe& my Con- 
ſtancy, be the Partner of my Journey, leave 
Anatolia and this too long happy Husband, 
and conſent to ſhare with me my Bed and 
Power. Alas! znterrupted ſhe, what wild Chi- 
mezras does diſtracted Paſſion form! I know 
too well of what dangerous conſequence to 
Love are Time and Abſence, to truſt my 
Heart with him who muſt abide their trial : 
Much leſs can I ſo far conſult Self- intereſt, 
as to enter into any meaſures for my own 
Security, which muſt be the deſtruction of 
your Peace, your Glory, and perhaps your 
Life. I have already told you, that Hyan- 
THE loves you, ſhe will ſoon be offer'd to 
you in marriage by her Father : ſhould you 
refuſe this Princeſs, and at the ſame time 
take with you her Woman, would not all 
Anatolia, commanded by their King, and 
urg'd to Vengeance by the wrong'd ADRA- 
STUs, be arm'd againſt you? Would not 
their Forces like a Torrent pour upon your 
Country, depopulate your Cities, lay your 
Palaces in aſhes, and drive you out a 
wretched Exile to mourn in ſome ſad ſo- 
litude the Ruins you had causd ? No, 
THEODORE, there is but one way left which 
can ſecure our Love: you muſt marry with 
HYANTHE, and under the pretence of friend- 
ſhip and fidelity to her, I unſuſpected may 
exchange the Court of Anatolia for that of 
Caramania. The confidence and favour 
33 
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with which that Princeſs graces me, will 
make it not ſeem ſtrange, that I can 
leave a Husband, at leaſt for a time, to 
accompany ſo Royal and Kind a Miſtreſs ; 
nor will ADRASTUs, howc'er uncaſy, dare 
to murmur at the Choice I make. 
Nothing that the Prince had ſaid, could 
appear leſs conſonant to Reaſon than did 
this Propoſal ſeem to him: He thought it 
ſo forcign from the Principles, not only of 
the Paſſion ſhe had profeſs'd, but alſo trom 
Nature itſelf, that a Woman could of her 
own accord deſire to ſhare the Poſſeſſion 
of the Man ſhe lov'd with another, that 
for a great while he was able to bring out 
no more than, Are you in carneſt, Madam ? 
Can you pretend to love, yet adviſe 
me to marry HYAN THE! Muſt I to 
prove my conſtancy be falſe ? what in- 
coherency of Thoughts are theſe! In ſuch 
kind of Intcrrogatories did he expreſs the 
Amazement he was under, till ſhe again 
repeating almoſt the ſame Arguments ſhe 
had before made ule of, to demonſtrate the 
neceſſity there was for his acting in the 
manner ſhe advis'd, and that no other means 
could ſecure either the Love, the Reputa- 
tion, or thc Intercſt of both ; he was half 
perſuaded to be of her mind, and confeſs'd 
that in forming this Deſign, ſhe had teſtified 
a Paſſion more heroick, and more delicate 
than ever before he had any notion of. In 

24 fine, 
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fine, ſhe at laſt obtained a promiſe from 
him, to accept of the Propoſals ſhe knew 
would be made him by the Father of Hy- 
ANTHE, and oblig'd him to content him- 
ſelf with her's, that as ſoon as ever that 
Affair was concluded on, ſhe would deny. 
him nothing. 

Thus they parted, and when M aRMILLI10, 
to whom the Prince, the moment he came 
home related every thing that had paſs'd, 
had a little conſidered on the Advantages 
which might be hoped for in an Alliance 
with this Monarch; he encourag'd him 
to it by all means, prais'd the maſculine 
Temper of IsMonDa, who, free from the 
Vanity and Tenaciouſneſs of her Sex, could 
conſent to ſee the Man moſt dear to her 
in a Rival's Arms, in terms ſo warm and 
elegant, that he was almoſt doubtful if his 
Favourite regarded her not with the ſame 
Eyes he did; and judging by that ſtart of 

calouſy, which juſt then roſe in his Soul, 

ow terrible it muſt be: to ſuffer an inya- 
der in that tender point, he could not tell 
how to reconcile it to reaſon, that ISMoN- 
DA could have the real Paſſion for him ſhe 
profeſs d. This Reflection making him grow 
penſive on the ſudden, MAR MILL Io intreat- 
ed to be told the meaning of it; which 
the Prince freely declaring, he endeavour- 
ed to caſc him of the Apprehenſions he 
labour d under, in theſe or the like Terms: 
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1 hope, my Royal Lord! ſaid he, that there 
is little necd of my uſing any Arguments 
to convince you, that I better know the 
Duty of a Subject than to diſpute any thing 
with my Prince, or that I look on the 
Heart of Is MON DA, having receiv'd your 
Image, as a ſacred Temple which is not 
but with Reverence to be approached : but 
as to the unjuſt Suſpicions you conceive of 
her, permit me to ſet your judgment right; 
ſhould I or any other Man attempt to rival 
you in her Enjoyment, the motive which 
would induce her yielding, muſt be Love ; 
neceſſity, or even convenience could not 
be the Plea: it would certainly, therefore, 
denote the utmoſt indifference in you to 
endure it, much more to approve of it. 
But the Caſe is widely different in your 
becoming the Husband of HYAN THE; the 
Love which IsMoNDa is poſſeſs'd of for 
you, cannot be gratificd without it ; ſhe has 
no other pretence to accompany you, ſhe 
mult ſhortly loſe you, tis to avoid being 
ſeparated from you, that ſhe chules to have 
you marry'd, and would rather ſee you in 
another's Arms ſometimes, than be certain 
ſhe no more could hold you in her own. 
'Tis with caſe we endure a conjugal Rival- 
ſhip, becauſe we are pretty certain that 
thoſe Endearments are more the Effect of 
Duty and Formality, than of Love : nor 
conſequently can I$MONDA ſuffer greater 


dil- 
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diſquiet to behold you the Husband of 
HYANTHE, than it is to you to know her 
the Wife of AprRasTUs. By theſe kind of 
Reaſonings he at laſt entirely overcame the 
ill humour of the Prince, and fully con- 
. vinc'd him that it was both for the ad- 
vantage of his Love and Intereſt to match 
himſelf in the manner ſhe had counſelled. 

Several days paſs'd over in this manner, 
without any thing happening, which either 
advanc'd or diminiſh'd the hopes of this en- 
amour'd Prince ; for tho' he loſt no Op- 
portunity of entertaining the lovely Object 
of his Affections, and omitted nothing 
which he thought might prevail on her 
to conſent to what both of them ſeem'd 
to wiſh with cqual ardency, yet was ſhe 
ſtill reſolute; and the more violently he 
enforc'd his preſſures, the more ſeverely 
did ſhe repulſe them : At length, the long- 
expected Propoſition was made, the King 
of Anatolia acquainted his illuſtrious Gueſt, 
that he deſired nothing ſo much, as that 
he ſhould become his Son; and that ſince 
he thought fit to ask his Advice in the 
Choice of a Wife, the Perſon he ſhould 
recommend to him ſhould be no other than 
HYANTHE, who he knew was highly ſatis- 
fied with his good Qualities, and that he 
would give in Dowry with her, a full diſ- 
charge for ever, of that Tribute which had 
hitherto been paid by the Princes of Cara- 
mania 
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mania to the Crown of Anatolia. The 
ſecret Reward which IsMON DA was to give 
for the compliance of this Prince, made 
him anſwer in ſuch a manner, as was very 
agrecable to the King's Deſires: not the 
leaſt Objection being made on either ſide, 
every thing was immediately concluded on, 
and a Day appointed for the Celebration 
of the Marriage. Never was impatience e- 
qual to that of THEODORE, to bear to Is- 
MONDA the News that her Commands were 
now fulfill'd, and to demand the glorious 
recompence of his obedient Love: and 
that Lady, who with the Princeſs had been 
conceal'd in a little Drawing- room, join- 
ing to the King's Cloſet, on purpoſe to hear 
in what manner he receiv'd the Offer, made 
an excuſe, as ſoon as ſhe found the Prince 
was about to take his leave, to retire to 
her own Apartment; not doubting but the 
haſte he made, was wholly on her account, 
and there prepared herſelf to receive him 
with all the tenderneſs ſhe had promis d, 
or that he could expect to find in her. 
Never had the God of tender Wiſhes a 
Sacrifice more ardent, or attended with a 
greater Zeal, than that now offered him 


by this enamour'd Pair: cach ſtrove to 


outvie the other in the ſoft Devotion; both 
yielded, and both conquer'd in their turn. 
The Gratification of his Paſſion made 
the tranſpotted THEODORE in fo good a 
| humour, 
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humour, that he found it ho difficulty to 
diſlemble as much Tendernefs for HYANTHE, 
as Was neceſſary for the concealment of his 
Paſſion for IsMonDa ; and with ſo much 
conduct did theſe happy Lovers behave 
themſelves to each other, both in their 
Converſations in publick, and in the ma- 
nagement of thoſe ſecret meetings, which 
gave them the full Satisfaction of their 
mutgal Deſires, that the Intrigue between 
them, was never ſo much as ſuſpected, C- 
ven by thoſe who had moſt reaſon to 
19 carry an obſervant Eye, HYANTHE and 
* ADRASTUS. 

The Day b 99 arriv'd for the Solemniza- 
tion of the Wedding, it was perform'd 
with the utmoſt magnificence : all the No- 
bility of both Scxes *endeayour'd to appcar 
in the moſt grand manner that their Abi- 
lities would permit; the Ladies eſpecially, 
forgot no Ornaments which might add a 
Luſtre to their natural Charms : but ISMON- 
DA, like a Star of ſuperiout Magnitude, 
eclips d the Shine of cvery other Beauty; 
that ſweet Contentment which now fat 
ſmiling in her Eyes, improving all her Air, 
and hel ightning cvery Grace, rendered her 
not only more lovely than all the con- 
temporary Fair-ones, but alſo excelling 
what even herſelf had been uſed to appear: 
Enjoy ment had been ſo far from leſſening 
the Ardors of THEODORE, that never had 

hc 
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he languiſh'd with more ſtrong or vehement 
Deſires than at this moment, and ſhe who 
was perfectly well versd in the Language 
of the Eyes, found enough in his to aſſure 
her, that the yet untaſted Pleaſure he was 
to reap that Night with HYANTHE, would 
but faintly compenſate for the want of 
thoſe which were in her power to beſtow. 
And exulting in the Triumph that ſhe a- 
lone was miſtrets of his Soul, calily abſolv'd 
her Fate, for the neceſſity there was, for 
their common Intercſt, that his Body muſt, 
at ſome times, be elſewhere devoted. 

Poor HYANTHE, who had alſo the moſt 
tender affection for the happy THEoDORE, 
contented herſelf with the Complaiſance 
he paid her, imagining the little warmth of 
his Careſſes were only owing to the faul- 
of Nature, and that all he knew of Love 
he felt for her. All Parties, therefore 
had ſomething to delight themſelves with, 
and every one being ſatisſied in their ſe- 
veral Circumſtances, made it not their bu- 
ſineſs to ſearch into the private Behaviour 
of cach other. | 

The Time being at hand, in which it 
was thought proper the Prince ſhould re- 
turn to Caramanta, the punctual ISMoNDA, 
counterfeiting the extremeſt Friendſhip to 
the Princeſs, entreated ſhe would permit 
her to attend her to her new Sovercignty, 
and telling her, {hc ſhould be the moſt un- 


happy 
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happy Woman on earth, to be left behind 
her; that in her Journey, and in a place to 
whoſe Cuſtoms and Manners ſhe was wholly 
a ſtranger, ſhe might probably wiſh for a 


Companion, to whom ſhe could impart her 
Mind with that freedom which ſhe had been 
accuſtom'd to do to her; and conjured her to 
grant the Requeſt ſhe made, of being permit- 
ted to go with her: that the Princeſs was 
both ſurpriz d and pleas d at fo uncommon a 
proof of Fidelity and Love, as this had the ap- 
pearance of. And is it poſſible, ſaid ſbe, that 
Friendſhip can carry one to greater lengths 
than Love ? Can you ſo eaſily be pre- 
vail'd on to quit the Arms of a Husband 
whom you love, and by whom you are ſo 
well belov'd, only to follow a Princeſs who 
has it not in her power to give you any Bleſ- 
ſings proportion'd to thoſe you leave be- 
hind? Your Service, rep/zed ſhe, O moſt 
Excellent and Royal HAN THE, I always 
look d on as the ſupremeſt Bleſſing of my 
Life; and while poſſeſs d of that, can know 
no want of any other Happineſs : As for 
ADRASTUS, if his great Employments will 
not permit him wholly to take leave of 
Anatolia, the diſtance between the Lands 
is not ſo great, but that he may ſometimes 
pay us a Viſit at the Caramanian Court: or 
when you are ſettled there, and the know- 
ledge of your Goodneſs makes you as dcar 
to your Subjects there, as juſtly here you 

are, 
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are, Is MoNDA may be the better ſpared, and 
I may then return to ApRaAsTvs a Wife who 
prefers him to every thing but her Love and 
Duty to her Princeſs. 

Theſe kind of Diſcourſes were too obli- 
ging to the Princeſs, for her to refuſe the 
Purport of them; and in ſpite of all the 
oppoſition which ApRAsTUs could make, it 
was reſolved that IS MON DA ſhould attend 
her to Caramana. | 

Thus did this Prince purchaſe the Good- 
will of his Subjects, and the Admiration of 
the whole World, by the ſame means which 
ſecured to himſelf the Enjoyment of his 
Wiſhes, and at his return receiv'd the 
Thanks of an adoring People for an ima- 
ginary Obligation; being look'd on as the 
Father of his Country, for an Action only 
influenced by Self- ſatisfaction, and in which 
he had no other View than ſuch as were 
very diſtant from deſerving the Trophies 
erected to it. 

But having done ſo much merely for the 
ſake of ISMONDA, who would not believe 
his Soul ſo wholly devoted to her, that it 
could have left room for any other Idea; 
yet, dear as ſhe was to him, the Love of 
Variety intervened, and made him with to 
talte new Joys in a young Beauty's Arms, 
whoſe Name was LUTETIA, the Daughter 
of a Caramanian Lord, and brought by him 
to Court, to attend the Princeſs on her firſt 

arri- 


C44), 
arrival. His Sollicitations had the effect it 
Was uſual for them to inſpire, nor could 
thoſe Charms from which all the Tyes of 
Duty and premier Engagements to one of 
the beſt of Husbands, were too weak to de- 
fend the Heart of IsMonpa, fail of gaining 
a Conqucſt over one ſo unexperienc d, ſo 
unprejudiced, as was that of this young 
Maid. Soon did the cternally-ſucceſsful 
THEODORE triumph in her Virgin Favours, 
and as ſoon, alas! did he forget the Bliſs ; 
the Image of IsMonDa now Terurn'd with 
former force into his Soul, and reproach'd 
him in Idea, for having aim'd at Joys with 
any othcr Object : he regretted his Incon- 
ſtancy, could not forgive himſelf for having 
once been falſe to her, who of all her Sex 
alone had the power of inipiring him with a 
ſerious Paſſion, and for whoſe Love he 
thought himſc!f ſo much obliged, that the 
Service of his whole Life was too little to 
requite the Bleſſing; and of that burning, 
that impatient Longing which lately fill'd all 
his Faculties for the innocent LUTETIA, no- 
thing was now remaining but a cool Pity for 
the Ruin he had involy'd her in. 

The unhappy Victim of Deſire immcdiate- 
ly percciv'd to what a wretched ſtate her eaſy 
yielding, and her fond belief had reduced 
her; yet ſtill loving him with an unbated 
Paſſion, ſhe forbore either to reproach or to 
complain of his Unkindnels, nor but to 
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Heaven and the unpitying Stars reveal'd het 
weight of Anguiſh; till finding in herſelf 
that common Conſequence which attends 
Raptures ſuch as ſhe too laviſhly had in- 
dulg'd, the terror of approaching Shame, 
and the juſt rage of an offended and diſho- 
nour'd Father, made her reſolve to intrcat 
the Prince to find ſome Expedient which 
might ſhelter her from the impending 
Storm: but he ſo carefully avoided all diſ- 
courſe with her in private, that tho' ſhe 
. watch'd with all imaginable diligence, ſhe 
could never find an opportunity of ſpeak- 
ing to him. It would be but impertinent to 
trouble my Reader with any repetition of 
the Lamentations ſhe made, or the ſecret 
Miſeries of her tormented Mind; it is very 
ealy to conceive what a young Creature, 
thus ruin'd, thus abandon'd, yet ſtill loving 
the dear Undoer, muſt ſuſtain : I ſhall only 
lay, ſhe wanted nothing but Courage, to 
ſend herſelf at once from the Vale of Wret- 
chedneſs into which her Inadvertency had 
plung'd her, and diſappoint the Infamy 
which the condition ſhe was in was ſhortly 
to bring upon her. But whether it were, 
that ihe could not reſolve to leave the 
World while THEODORE was in it, or that 
Life ſtill flattes'd her with ſome taint Hopes 
that he might again return to her Embraces, 
and bleſs her with renew'd Endearments, ſhe 
could not, or ſhe would not fly to that Re- 
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medy to which the Deſperate have uſually 
recourſe : But ſtill revolving in her Mind 
ſome means to communicate her Condition 
to him, who alone had the power of ren- 
dring it ſupportable; and till finding all 
the Efforts ſhe made for that purpoſe inet- 
fectual, ſhe at laſt took up a Reſolution to 
write, and in theſe terms related the Dic- 
tates of her Love, her Grief, and her De- 


ſpair. 


To the moſt Charming of his Sex, the ac- 
compliſb d TatopoRE, Prince of Cara- 
mania. 


c S it becauſe you are my Sovereign, 
. that you imagine yourſelf abſolv'd 
tor my undoing ? Is it a part of your 
Prerogative to ruin and betray ? - 
Can Royalty convert thoſe Adts to Vir- 
tuc, which in another Man wou'd be 
look'd on as the extremeſt Degrees of 
Vice? Oh! no; Power is not a 
Sanction for Oppreſſion. The Duty 
of a Prince is to redreſs, not offer In- 
juries —— Where but to the Throne 
ſhould we appeal for Juſtice, or for Mer- 
Cy ? How wretched then 1s poor 
LUTETIA's Caſc, wrong'd by the only 
Man wao ſhould protect her Innocence, 
or revenge her Ruin ? Oh Prince ! 
have you not a thoutand times ſwore 

you 
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1 
you lov'd me, that you would always do 
ſo, and that my Peace, my Intereſt, my 
Reputation, ſhould ever be valued by you 


-as your own; yet have you not aban- 


don'd me to all the Miſeries of Deſpair 
and Shame ! To the juſt Upbraidings 
of the cenſorious World, and the more 
terrible Remora's of a guilty Mind 
Wild with unſated Love, with Tender- 
neſs abus'd, with the Horrors of approach- 
ing, ſure, irremediable Woe, I ſuffer more 
than Words can ſpeak, or Thought un- 
feeling it, conceive z yet are you the 
cruel, lovely Author of it unmoy'd, un- 
touch'd, and pityleſs of all this mighty 
Load of Anguiſh :——=-But leſt you ſhould 
plead Ignorance of the moſt poignant part 
of my Misfortune, know I am with child; 
and as if it were not a ſufficient Curſe 
to wear your faithleſs Image in my Mind, 
Fate has decreed me to bear another, 
which ſoon will become paſt conceal- 
ment, and grow an undeniable Witneſs 
of its Mother's Shame. Wretch that 
I am, to what muſt I have recourſe, by 
what Replics ſilence the juſt Reproaches 
of an cnrag'd, diſgrac'd, and troubled Fa- 
ther How excuſe my Crime to 
Heaven and HYANTHE ! How anſwer 
even the unhappy Product of your Uit- 
ſembled Raptures, whoſe guiltlets Crics 
will every moment upbraid me for giv- 
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ing it a Life, whoſe Portion muſt be on- 


ly Infamy ! Oh! I am loſt for ever — 
undone in every Circumſtance; yet let 
thoſe Powers who know my Soul be 
judge, if all that can attend a Crime like 
mine, here, or hereafter, is half ſo dread- 
ful as the ſhock of being by you for- 
ſaken. Bleſs'd with your Love, I 
could have defy'd my. Fate, and with a 
Smile met every other Woe.— Charm 
me then, once more, with Love reſtor'd : 
if ever I was worthy thoſe ſoft Endcar- 
ments which made Guilt ſo pleaſing, I 
ſtill am ſo; nor Age, nor Sickneſs has 
deform'd my Bloom; my Eyes, tho now 
ocrflow'd with Tears, would, at your 
preſence, regain their uſual Luſtre, and 
that Vivacity, you have ſo often praiſed, 
again return, and quicken all my Air. — 
If I am chang'd in aught from what I 
was, 'tis you, O Prince ! have made me 
ſo, and when you pleaſe can reſtore me 
to myſclf, and to thoſe bliſsful Moments, 
which aſſurd me nothing could give a 
greater Satisfaction to the royal TH E O- 
DO RE, than to know I was his 


Faithful, and moſt 


Paſſionatcly Devoted 


LUTETIA. 
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P. F. If urg'd by Griefs too mighty to 
© be long ſuſtain'd, I do a deſperate Mur- 
der on myſelf and the unhappy Unborn, 
let not my Raſhneſs, but your own Cru- 
© elty, bear the blame; ſince it is much 
caſier to live by your relenting, than to 
© ſeek a Shelter in the Grave from your 
Inhumanity. Once more I beg you 
© to compaſſionate my Miſeries, and that 
you will no longer ſhun a Wretch who 

cannot be but yours. 


She had written this Epiſtle ſome days, 
and kept it in her Pocket, without being 
able to get an opportunity of delivering it 
to him, having no Perſon in the world to 
whoſe Truſt ſhe dare commit a Paper of 
ſo much conſequence : At laſt Fortune af— 
forded one as ample, as the miſerable Cir- 
cumſtances ſhe was in could hope. HYaN- 
THE bcing a little indiſpos'd, kept her Cham- 
ber; and the Prince coming to viſit her, 
at a time when none but LUTETIA hap- 
pen'd to be in the Room, that unfortunate 
Lady made a pretence of opening the Door 
for him as he was going out, and {lipp'd 
the Letter into his hands with theſe Words : 
I conjure you, my Lord! ſaid ſhe, to read 
that, and afford ſome Anſwer to her who 
is dying with your Unkindneſs. This not 
being a place in which ſhe could expect 
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him to make her any reply, ſhe waited not 
for it; but immediately retir'd to her Scat 
at the foot of the Bed, where the Princeſs 
was reclin'd, and by that means loſt the 
ſight of that Confuſion with which the 
Prince was cover'd at recciving a Saluta- 
tion, which he had long fear'd to meet. 

Tis certain, that tho' he had but ſmall 
remains of that Paſlion, which can pro- 
perly be calld Love, he had Honour and 
Good-naturc enough to make him extreme- 
ly commileratc hier Diſtreſs, and felt a Con- 
cern for her, Which might very well bear 
the Name of the moſt tender Friendſhip: 
fain he would have talk'd to her, and let 
her have known, by word of mouth, how 
great a ſhare he bore in her Misfortune 3 
but the Fears he was in, that a private In- 
terview might by ſome accident be diſ- 
cover'd, and occaſion ſome Suſpicion of 
the Truth, eſpecially when the Condition 
ſhe was in ſhould be made known, pre- 
vented him. He equally dreaded the Jea- 
louſy of HyanNTaHE, or I8MoNDA ; the 
one, Intereſt of State oblig'd him to dit- 
ſemble with; and the other, his ſtill ſincere 
Affection made him fearful to offend. 
Theſe Apprehenſions, mix d with his Re- 
card for LUTETIA, and the Uncertainty in 
what. manner he ſhould behave toward her, 
kept his Thoughts in a perpetual rack, till 
after many Reſolutions form'd and xeject- 
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ed, he at length pitch'd on one, which 
romis'd him ſome caſe from that Dilemma 
he had long been involv'd in. : 

MaRMILLIo, who on all occaſions, par- 
ticularly in thoſe of his Amours, was always 
his Confidant and Adviſer, was the Per- 
ſon to whom he apply'd himſelf in this 
juncture; and having made him acquainted 
with the whole Aﬀeair, and ſhow'd him the 
Letter which LUTETIA had written, he 
order'd him to wait on that Lady, to bear 
to her his moſt tender ReſpeQs, and excuſe 
his not coming to her in Perſon, becauſe it 
might occaſion ſome j ealouſy in HYANTHE ; 
who, he bid him ſay, had already given 
ſome hints of a propenſity in her Nature 
to that Paſſion. He deſired him alſo to 
make uſe of his utmoſt Efforts to perſuade 
her to retire from Court for ſome time, 
and that nothing ſhould be wanting to make 
whatever Solitude ſhe ſhould chuſe agrec- 
able. 

It was with the greateſt reaſon that 
the Prince always made choice of this Fa- 
vourite for the management of ſuch Affairs, 
becauſe he was not only extremely faithful 
to the Truſt repos'd in him, but had alſo a 
ready Wit and Invention capable of car- 
rying on almoſt any Enterprize he took de- 


light in, and had a Genius naturally turn d to 


Love - Intrigues. He aſſur'd the Prince, he 
Would. do in every thing as he had directed, 
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and that he did not doubt but to plead ſo 
ſucceſsfully with LUTETIA, as to make her 
acceed to every thing they deſired of her; 
and alſo more contented in her Mind, than 
ſhe had been of a long time. 

There 1s a great deal owing to the good 
Inclination of the Perſon employ d. MaRr- 
MILLIO went about this Affair with ſo 
much Reſolution to accompliſh it, that he 
could not fail of doing ſo ; and by tender 
and obliging Words, at firſt combating with 
the Tears and Impatiencies of the unfortu- 
nate LUTETFA, by degrees brought her to 
liſten to his Arguments with Modcration, 
and at laſt to think her Circumſtances lets 
wretched than ſhe had belicv'd them. He 
aſlur'd her that ſhe was as much as ever the 
Object of the Prince's Affection, that there 
was nothing he ſo ardently long d for, as an 
opportunity to convince her of it, but that 
the preſent ſituation of Affairs would not 
permit it. Time, ſaid this ſubtle Inſinua- 
tor, will convince the ſweet LUTETIA, that 
nothing is ſo dear to Prince THEODORE as 
the poſſeſſion of her Beauties, and that he 
but denics himſelf the preſent Bliſs, till he 
can bring about ſome Deſigns, which may 
ſecure him hereafter the uninterrupted Feli- 
city Had you ſcen, continued he, with 
how much Agony of Soul he expreſs'd him- 
felf on this occaſion, you would not blame 
but pity him. Tell her, /az4 he to me, 

MAR- 
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MARMILLIO, that all that her own ſoft 
Thoughts can form of Love, I feel for her; 
that in my unextinguiſhable Paſſion, there 
is all the Tenderneſs of Woman, blended 
with the moſt vigorous and burning Energy 
of eager Wiſhing, that e'er enflam'd the 
Heart of Man. — But, purſu'd MARMILLIO, 
to tell you what he ſaid, is but to make 
you half ſenſible of what he would have 
you know—to do juſtice to his Meaning, I 
muſt be able to ſpeak in the manner he 
did, muſt aſſume a Softneſs which my 
Voice is incapable of wearing; muſt teach 
my Eyes to languiſh, and every Feature to 
declare the God with which he is ſo pow- 
erfully inſpir'd.—I am, alas! an unfit 
Proxy to revcal what 'tis he ſuffers, and how 
much he loves ; and if your own Imagina- 
tion makes not up for what I am deficient 
in, my Prince can never appear what in re- 
ality he 1s. 

By theſe kind of Diſcourſes, ſhe was won 
to believe herſelf as happy, as ſhe, indeed, 
was miſerable: and now employing her 
whole time in Artifices to conceal her 
growing Shame, and to contrive ſome 
plauſible excuſe for leaving the Court, ſhe 
prepar'd herſelf to go to a private Lodging, 
which the Care of MARMILL1o provided 
for her, wholly ſatisfy'd with the Aſſu- 
rances he every day continu'd to give her of 
the Prince's inviolable Affection, and ſend- 
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ing by the mouth of that Favourite, every 
thing ſhe would have him know. | 

Thus was LUTETIA fatisfy'd, and the 
Prince relievd from thoſe Apprehenſions 
which had been fo unealy to him, that the 
Fondneſs or Deſpair of that unhappy Crea- 
ture might drive her to ſome extravagances 
of Behaviour, which might betray the 
whole Affair between them, either to Hy- 
ANTHE, or to her whoſe Diſpleaſure more 
he dreaded, IsMoNDA : but little did Mar- 
MILLIO think, that while he was ſerving 
his Prince, he was involving himſelf in 
Difficulties, from which not all his Wit and 
Addreſs could diſcngage him for a long 
rime, 

Being, as I have before obſcrv'd, of an 
amorous Diſpoſition, he was ſcarce cver 
without an Intrigue, and ſometimes had 
three or four upon his hands at once. 
Among the number of thoſe for whom he 
had entertain d a Deſire, was IRENE, a young 
Lady, whoſe Brother had been firſt Miniſter 
of State to the Father of ThEoDORE, and 
tho' ſomewhat leſs in favour than he had 
been, was yet a very conſiderable Man both 
in the Court, and in the Army. It was 
not without the utmoſt Labour, long Aſſi- 
duities, repeated Vows and Proteſtations, 
and a ſolemn Contract of Marriage, that 
MARMuILLIO had prevail'd on her to allow 
bim the gratification of his Paſſion ; but no- 

thing 
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thing being farther from his Intentions, than 
to make good his Promiſes, he always found 
ſome pretence for deferring the Celebration 
of their Nuptials, whenever preſs'd to it by 
her. Finding herſelf, at length, in the 
{ame condition with the unfortunate Lu. 
TETIA, ſhe renew'd her Deſires of becoming 
his Wife with greater force than ever; but 
he had artifice enough to turn thoſe very 
Reaſons ſhe made uſe of, againſt what ſhe 
deſired : he told her, that ſhould the Mar- 
riage now be ſolemniz d, it would be a 
plain Demonſtration that there had been too 
great an Intimacy between them; and that 
it would be infinitely more for her Reputa- 
tion to keep the whole Affair a Secret; ſtill 
continuing to aſſure her, that as ſoon as ſhe 
was deliver d of her Burden, he would per- 
form what ſhe required, and he had ſworn. 
He enforc'd theſe Arguments with ſo 
much Wit and Eloquence, and accompa- 
ny'd them with ſo great a ſhow of Tender- 
nels, that had the Perſon to whom they 
were apply'd, been infinitely more practis'd 
in Deccit than was IRENE, ſhe might have 
imagin'd it ſincere. The pains he took to 
make her eaſy, were not, however, fo 
much the Effect of Love as Fear; he dreaded 
the great Power of her Brother, and the In- 
fluence which the Complaint of a Woman 
of IRENE'S Quality and Character would 
have on the Senate, in caſe ſhe ſhould make 
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a publick claim of the Contract he had 
made ; and being in his Nature a marriage- 
hater, and the Deſires he had for Ix B fally 
ſatiated by repeated and: unreſtrain'd 'MHox. 
ments, nothing could appear to him a 
greatcr misfortune than to be compell d to 

become her Husband. | 
To add to the Indifference he already had 
for this Lady, there was latcly arriv'd at 
the Court of Caramania a young Beauty, 
with whom he fell paſlionately in love, 
as much as that Paſſion can be call'd fo, 
which tends to the Ruin of the Object ad- 
mired. ARILLA, for that is her Name, 
has Charms which might almoſt juſtify In- 
conſtancy, and render the Complaints of 
the Forſaken of no effect, where Youth and 
Nature are to decide the Conteſt, Often 
had MaRM1LL10 lov'd, but nc'er, till now, 
cxpericnc'd with how much force the God 
can actuate; and finding from the exceſſive 
Modeſty of this new Charmer, not the Icaſt 
Shadow of a Hope to countcnance his De— 
ſigns, he grew almoſt mad; Slecp was a 
ſtranger to his Nights, and Peace forſook 
his Days : Yct not bcing of a humour on 
which Deſpair could caſily ſeize, he reſolv'd 
not to dcſiſt till he had try'd every way 
which Love and Wit had the powcr of in- 
ſpiring in the moſt determind Heart. He 
had, indeed, this to encourage his Attempts, 
that he percciv'd he was not diſagreeable ra 
hcr ; 
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her; that he had only Virtue to oppoſe, 
and no premier Inclination to another, or 
Averſion to him, made war againſt his 
Hopes: he imagin'd therefore, that what 
Modeſty and Virgin Baſhfulneſs refus'd to 
grant, if ſeiz'd by amorous Violence would 
not appear a Crime too great«to be forgiven 3 
having often in mind that ſaying of a fa- 
mous Engliſh Poet, which Language he un- 
derſtood perfectly well: 


Force is the laſt Relief which Lovers find; 
And is the beſt Excuſe for Womankind. 


His Expericnce in the humour of that Sex 
inform'd him, that many of them are too 
prudent to reſent what is paſt retrieve, and 
that moſt are more willing to pardon a 
Preſumption of that kind when done, than 
to give their Confent to the committing it. 
The gentleneſs of ARILLA's Behaviour made 
him half aflurd ſhe was of this Temper, 
and that he had nothing worſe to fear from 
her after the perpetration of his Deſires, 
than he now ſuſtain'd in the vain Proſecu- 
tion of them. 

Having fix'd himſelf in this Reſolution, 
all he wanted was an opportunity to put it 
in practice; but tho he ſcarce loſt ſight of 
her one moment, and {till obſerva her 
Motions whether at Court or at her own 
Apartment, he could not for ſome. days ſee. 
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her alone, ſome impertinent Interruption 
ſtill broke off the preparatory Diſcourſes he 
was entertaining her with, to bring about 
his Purpoſe 3 but at length his zealous At. 
tendance met the Reward for which 'twas 
paid. The Prince and Princeſs being gone 
to take the Air together, attended by a great 
Retinue, none of the Maids of the Bed- 
Chamber, who were in waiting, happen'd to 
be left at home, but ARILLA 3 who, deſirous 
of indulging her own Meditations, had pre- 
tended an Indiſpoſition, and deſired to be 
excus'd from her Attendance. She had 
ſhut herſelf into the Princeſs's Cloſet, de. 
ſigning to paſs ſome hours in private ; when 
MaAaRMILL1o, whoſe Eyes were never off 
her, having obſerwd what had paſs'd, took 
the boldneſs to knock at the door : Little 
imagining who it was, and unſuſpecting the 
inſtant Danger with which ſhe was threatned, 
ſhe readily open'd it, and gave entrance to 
the Man who came prepar'd to ruin her. 
The Reſolution with which he had arm'd 

himſelf for this Encounter, gave a greater 
fiercencls to his Air, than, till this moment, 
he had ever preſum'd to approach her with 
which, together with his making faſt the 
Door, as ſoon as he was admitted, gave the 
timorous Maid ſome apprchenſions of his 
Deſigns : What is it you mean, MARMILL10? 
ſaid ſhe, in a trembling and ſcarte intelligt- 
ble accent. To do Juſtice, reply'd he, to 
the burning Paſſion of my Soul, which I 
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too much have trifled with, and which will 
now no longer be deny'd. Yield then, 
purſu'd he, looking on her with Eyes that 
ſeem'd to flame with raging and impatient 
Love, nor rob the Joys I come deter- 
min'd to poſſeſs of half their Sweetneſs, 
by a vain Reſiſtance, and unavailing Coy- 
neſs—You will not ſure, cry'd ſhe, more 
frighted, have recourſe to brutal Force 
Conſider where we are, and who I am, a 
Maid of Quality, and under the immediate 
Care of Royal Power ? Not all the 
Powers, interrupted he, catching her in his 
Arms, of Heaven and Earth ſhall now deter 
MARMILLI1o from his purpoſe---I love, and 
cannot live without you—give then to the 
Winds thy Fears, thy Scruples, and all the 
Foes of Pleaſure indulge the raviſhing 
Delights which ſoft Deſire affords—let Love 
and Nature looſe, and take thy ſhare of Joy, 
nor ſuffer me to be bleſsd alone. He 
accompany'd theſe Words with Actions, 
ſuch as left her no room to doubt it her 
continuing to refuſe wou'd be of much 
conſequence to her Preſervation ; and tho' 
ſhe was far from yielding, ſhe wanted, in 
this ſurprizing exigence, Spirit and Reſo- 
lution ſufficient ro oppoſe in any manner 
which could oblige him to give over his 
Attempt. In the midſt of Tears, Trem- 
blings, faint Entreaties, and Reproaches, 
he accompliſh'd his Deſign, and not till he 

had 


' leiſure to reply to what ſhe ſaid. 
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had ſnatch'd the guilty Bliſs, gave himſelf 


But when ſecure of his Deſires, and poſ- 
ſeſs'd of all his wild Paſſion aim'd at, he then 
exerted all thoſe Arts which had entitled him 
to ſo many Succeſſes with the Fair, to de- 
fend the Violence he had been guilty of. — 
He employ'd that Wit and Eloquence which 
Men generally make uſe of, to melt the 
unwary Maid to grant what they wiſh; to 
argue her into a Belief, that ſhe not only 
ought to pardon, but alſo to approve of 
what he had done, as the extremeſt Teſtimo- 
ny of his unbounded Paſſion, which would 
not ſuffer any Conſiderations, not even 
thoſe of offending her, than which, He 


ſaid, nothing could be more formidable, to 


be an obſtruction to the attainment of his 
Hopes. The hurry and confuſion of her 
Thoughts, left her as little the power of 
making any Anſwer to him, as his Impa- 


riencics had permitted him before; and he 


went on uninterrupted, with his Perſuaſions, 
vowing not to leave her till ſhe had aſſur'd 
him of his Pardon; which, at laſt, reflect- 
ing that what had happen d was now irreme- 
diable, ſhe granted, and without a ſecond 
Raviſhment, ſuffer'd him to take a full En- 
joy ment of thoſe Charms which before had 

bleſs'd him but by halves. 
The Cravings of tumultuous Paſſion be- 
ing thus appeas'd, and Tranquillity now 
ſettled 
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ſettled in that Breaſt, which lately ſwell'd 
with the moſt diſturb'd Emotions, cool Re- 
collection had liberty to reſume its place 
and bethinking himſelf, that if the Princeſs 
ſhould return and ſurprize him in this pri- 
vacy with her Woman, it would give occa- 
ſion for Diſcourſes, ſuch as were no way 
agrecable to his preſent Circumſtances, and 
the appearance of that Fidelity it behov'd 
him to behave with to IRENE, who was 
not yet rctir'd from Court, and he very 
well knew kept a jcalous Eye on all his 
Actions: he therefore took his leave of the 
undone ARILLA, giving her the liberty of 
indulging Meditation on what had paſt, 
while he, gay and triumphant on the eaſy 
Conqueſt, retired to taſte the Joys of Bac- 
CHUS, who, with the God of Love, are the 
only Deities he acknowledges. 

It was in the time that he was carrying on 
this double Intrigue with IRENE and AR1L- 
LA, that he was employ'd by the Prince to 
negotiate his Affair with LUTETIA ; and be- 
ing known to be very often with that Lady 
both in publick and private, his Innocence 
in that matter rendring him leſs cautious in 
being ſeen with her, than with thoſe whom 
he viſited on his own account, the whole 
Court gave her to him for a Miſtreſs. 
Some imagin'd he ſollicited her on honour- 
able Terms, but others who were better 
acquainted with his Diſpoſition, and had 


E allo 


| ( 50) 

alſo ſome ſuſpicion of her Condition, 
made no doubt, but that ſhe had yielded 
to his Suit, on Terms leſs advantageous to 
herſelf than Marriage. Among the num- 
ber of thoſe whom theſe Diſcourſes reach'd, 
were IRENE and ARILLA : few Women are 
poſſeſsd of greater ſhare of Pride, Spirit, 
and Paſſion, than the former of theſe La- 
dies, which, join'd to the Power which the 
Contract between them gave her over him, 
and the Circumſtances to which her yielding 
to his Preſſures had reduc'd her, made her 
look upon this imaginary Wrong as the 
moſt inſupportable Indignity, the common 
Chat being confirm d to her by ſome buſy 
People, who pretended to be in the Secret, 
either to make themſelves paſs for Perſons 
of an extraordinary Intelligence, or gueſ- 
fing how the Affair ſtood between her and 
M aRMILL1o, talk'd in this manner on pur- 
poſe to ſee how ſhe would reſent it. She 
grew perfectly outrageous, ſwore ſhe Wou d 
have Juſtice or Revenge; and he hapning to 
come in to viſit her juſt in the moment 
when her tempeſtuous Paſſion was work d 
up to the greateſt height that mortal Fury 
can arrive at, ſhe fell on him with Impre- 
cations and Revilings, ſuch as both territy'd 
and atoniſh'd him; but the extremity of her 
Ragc, rendering what ſhe ſaid ſcarce intel- 
ligible, and mcntioning only that ſhe was 
II treated and neglected for a Rival's N 
WAh- 
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without naming LUTETIA; conſcious 
Guilt made him not imagine it was any 
other than ARILLA that "The meant, and 
entreating her to hear him, was beginning to 
ſwear he never had a Thought of Tender- 
nels for that Young Lady, and that the de- 
voirs he paid her, were only on the account 
of a dear Friend, who was paſſionately in 
Love with\.her, and had employ'd him to 
ſollicit his Cauſc. Can the divine IRENE, 
ſaid he to her, with the moſt tender Air, 
be ſo inſenſible of her Power of Charming, 
as to imagine the Man, whom ſhe vouch- 
ſafes to bleſs, can throw away a Wiſh on 
the mean Beauties which ARILLA boaſts? 

ARILLA! cry d ſhe, interrupting him, What 
mean you by ARILLA? Do you hope by a 
poor Equivocation to evade my juſt Reſent- 
ment? and by proteſting your Innocence of 
a Crime of which you arc not ſuſpected, 

ſilence the Accuſations of that whercin you 
are guilty ? Inconſtant, ingrateful, and 
perfidious Man! too well you know tis 
not ARILLA, but LUTETIA, is the Object 
of my Jealouſy. Now was MARMILLIoO, 
indeed, confounded ; tho' wholly free from 
the Crime with which he was charg'd on her 
account, he was now ſenſible, on Reflection, 
that he had bchavd in a manner ſuch as 
might very well make him appear other- 
wiſe, and having thrown away on ARILLA'S 
{core the only Excuſe his Invention could 

; _ 


„ 
ſupply him with, had nothing now to 
alledge in vindication of his frequent Viſits 
to LUTETIA ; unleſs he had acquainted her 
with the Secret of his Prince; and that, not 
all the Fears he was in from the Rage of 


IRENE, could make him venture to do. 
She was not only a very great Favourite with 
the Princeſs; but had alſo a more than or- 
dinary Intimacy with IsMonDA, and how 
far Jealouſy or Curiolity might tranſport her 
to mention the Affair, he-knew not: He 
therefore thought it better to run the riſque 
of whatever her Indignation might attempt 
againſt him, than dare the Diſpleaſure of 
THEODORE in a Buſineſs of ſo much con- 
ſequence. The confuſion which appear'd 
in all his Air, and incapacity of anſwering 
to her Reproaches on this ſcore, confirm'd 
her that they were but too juſt ; and giving 
a looſe to her impatient Rage, ſhe ſaid all 
that a jealous and diſtracted Woman could 
invent : mingling with her Reproaches, the 
moſt bitter Mcnaces, and vowing by eve- 
ry thing that was ſacred, that ſhe would 
reveal the whole Story to her Brother, who 
would not fail to call him to a ſevere ac- 
count for the Diſhonour he had brought 
upon his Family. MARMILL1o told her, 
with his accuſtom'd ſoftneſs, that he had 
nothing to fear but her Diſquiet; and began 
to perſuade her to more Modcration, en- 
treating her to truſt to time for an explana- 
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tion of his Innocence; and endeavouring 
by a thouſand new-invented Oaths to bring 
her to the belicf, that ſhe alone was the 
Miſtreſs of his Affections. But all his Ar- 
tifices were vain; it was now too late to 
diſſipate an Opinion which his Diſorders 
had at firſt cſtabliſh'd in her, and ſhe rather 
ſcem'd more incenſed that he pretended to 
deny the Fact for which he was accus'd, 
yet gave no reaſons for his having acted 
in a manner which had made him be 
thought guilty ; and looking on the preſent 
Tenderneſs of his Behaviour only as an Im- 
poſition, would not ſuffer him to proceed, 
but flew out of the Room from him, and 
{hut herſelf into her Cloſet ; whence, tho 
he ſent ſeveral Meſſages to her by her Ser- 
vant, ſhe would not be prevaild on to 

come out till he had left her Apartment. 
To heighten the Chagrin he conceiv'd 
at this Adventure, when he came home he 
found a Letter, which his Scrvant inform'd 
him had becn left for him in the Morn- 
ing. He preſently knew the Character to 
be that of ARILLA, and was not a little 
ſurpriz'd at her writing to him, being that 
Night to mect her by appointment, at a 
Houſe he had contriv'd on purpoſe tor their 
ſecret Rendezvous, and where, in the full 
Enjoyment of his yct unſated Wiſhes, he 
had hoped to make himſelf ſome amends 
for the Vcxations of the Day : opcning it, 
520 0 thcre- 
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therefore, with a mixture of Delight and 
Fear, he found it contain'd theſe Lines. 


* 


A 


A 


To the Perjured and 1 nconſtant 


MARMILLIO. 


HE Hcart that has plurality of En- 
gagements, cannot be ſaid to be 


truly affected with any one of them, nor 
conſequently feel any great Concern at 
breaking off. In the Charms of 
LUTETIA, you will caſily forget the in- 
ferior ones ARILLA is miſtreſs of; yet it 
is ſo natural, at leaſt to me, to expect a 
return equal in value to what I give, that 
cannot be ſo fondly complaiſant, as to 
make a Preſent of my Affections, where 
all the Reward I can hope to receive, is Hy- 
pocriſy and Deceit: neither am I enough 
experienc d in the Cuſtom of a Court, to 
approve, or indeed to know how to carry 
on the Gallantrics I ſce ſo much in fa- 
ſhion. If I love at all, it muſt be 
with ſinccrity ; I have not yet learned to 
parcel out wy Hearr, and divide my Ten— 
derneſs as I would do my Time, one 
Hour with this, the next with a different 
Admirer, a third with another, and ſo 
on, pretending cqually alike to all: 
No, he that has mc, mult have my whole 
Soul, and every Faculty mult be the dear 
Engroflcr's. 1his is indeed to love; 

| all 
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all other Paſſions which bear that Name, 
are no more than ſo many Prophanations 
of the Deity ; and ſince no other can be 
hoped tor in a Correſpondence with the 
falſe MARMILL1o, I abjure it for ever.— 
Loſe not therefore any of thoſe Moments, 
which, doubtleſs, you may employ with 
more pleaſure, in vainly waiting for me 
at that Houſe which was intended for 
our meeting. It is not fit that Truth 
and Tenderneſs, like mine, ſhould be the 
Recompence of Perjury and Ingratitude, 
ſuch as yours; and tho by Violence you 
have already triumph'd over my detence- 
leſs Body, my Mind you never ſhall ſub- 
due. Ruin'd as I am by your brutal 
Paſſion, my nobler Part is uncorrupted 
yet; nor will I ever, by a ſhameful yield- 
ing, become Partner in your Guilt, and 
the Aſſiſtant in my own Deſtruction. — 
It I complain not of the Injury you have 
done me, to aught but Heaven, impute 
it not to any Tenderneſs for you, but 
to my own Modeſty ;-— and the know- 
ledge that there is no Revenge I could 
take, which would be equal to your Crime : 
from your own changing Temper, I doubt 
not but to ſee worſe Effects fall on you, 
than any I could wiſh, much more inflict ; 
in the perfect Aſſurance, therefore, 
that my Wrongs will not go unreveng'd 
by a Hand more capable of puniſhing, I 
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take my everlaſting leave, only concern d 
© that I cannot, without ſeverely adding to 
the Misfortune I labour under, impart 
© your Villany to the World, and preſerve 
© my too believing Sex from giving credit 
to your Vows, and being by your perni- 
* cious Artifices ruin'd and undone, like 


The Unfortunate 
ARILLA. 


P. H. I accuſe you not with any hope 
© of hearing you juſtified: Attempt 
© not therefore to deceive me a ſecond 
time; I am convinced of your Infidelity 
© to me, and new Paſſion for LUTETIA, 
© and all you can urge will be in vain. — 
© The Contents of this Epiſtle, are the Dic- 
© tates of a Reſolution, which it is not 
© in your power to ſhake; and I ſhould 
merit the Infamy which muſt attend me, 
© if, after the Detection of your Baſeneſs, 
c 
c 
c 
- 
. 
c 
4 
c 


I ſhould pur it in your power to aban- 
don me. I deſire no Anſwer to 
this, nor will read any thing that comes 
from you; and becauſe the ſight of a 
Man, who has ſo greatly injur'd me, is an 
Aggravation of my Gricfs, the only Fa- 
vour I requeſt of you, is, to ſhun me as 
much as poſſible, while there is a Neceſ- 
* ſity of my appearing in publick : a few 
* days ſhall put it out of yours or my own 
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power ever to meet again. Once more 
* eternally adieu. 


Never was Vexation ſuperior to that 
which the diſappointed MARMuILLIO was 
involved in at reading theſe Lines ; he flew 
directly to her Apartment, but her Woman 
was order d to deny admittance to him: he 
afterwards writ a Letter to her, proteſting 
his Innocence in the moſt moving terms that 
Love and Eloquence could inſpire; but it 

was the next moment ſent back to him un- 
open' d. It was in vain that he attempted to 
ſec her at Court; ſhe had pretended a ſud- 
den Illneſs, and kept her Chamber. He 
now perceiv'd indeed, that ſhe was miſtreſs 
of a Reſolution equal to what ſhe boaſted, 
and infinttely ſuperior to what he ever found 
before in any of her Sex, and was as much at 
a loſs in what manner he ſhould go about 
to overcome it, as he was unable to endure 
the thoughts of her perſiſting in it. To 
add to his diſquicts, he heard that ſhe had 
ſent to intreat leave of the Princeſs to re- 
tire into the Country; whichbcing granted, 
all things were preparing for her Journey, 
and to what place was unknown. Never 
was man in more perplexity of ſoul than was 
he, equally divided between his grief for 
the loſs of ARILLA, and his fears from what 
might happen by the diſpleaſure of IRENE ; 
whom he could no way appeaſe, tho he 
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attempted it by all the artifices Invention 
could ſupply him with. That Brother with 
whom ſhe threaten'd him, having been ſome 
time on a foreign Embaſly, was .now on 
his return, and was expected in Caramania 
in a few days: what Shame had prevented 
herſelf from revealing to the Princeſs, he 
doubted whether {he would ſcruple to make 
known to him, who, in the vindication of 
the Honour of his Houſe, would certainly 
make his appeal to the Prince, tor obliging 
him to the performance of his Contract. 
He was very ſenſible, that THEODORE could 
not well incur the diſpleaſure of a Man ſo 
dear to the Caramanians, and who had been 
ſo great a Favourite with his Father ; and 
the thoughts of being compel'd to marry a 
Woman for whom he no longer had the 
leaſt Remains either of Inclination or Ten- 
derneſs, were inſupportable. Reflecting 
therefore, that he was brought under the ne- 
ceſſity of theſe apprehenſions only by his 
Fidelity to his Prince, and taking upon him 
the reputation of being enamour'd of Lu- 
ET IA, he took the liberty of complaining 
to him of it, dilcloling the whole Story 
both of IRENE and AriLLa. A vilible 
Trouble ſpread itſelf all over the Face of 
THEODORE while he was ſpeaking, and 
when hc found he had concluded, You were 
to blame, anſwered he ſomewhat angrily, 
to engage yourſelf ſo tar with a Woman of 

IRENES 
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IRENE's Quality, and who had ſuch power- 
ful Friends to back the Interceſſions ſhe may 
make againſt you.—1 know not how you 
will be able to avoid making good to het 


what you have vow'd but as for AR L- 
LA, I look on that Affair of little conſe- 
quence : you have enjoy'd, and mult forget 
her Charms. This Reply ſtung Marmir- 
Llo to the quick; he expected a different 
Treatment from a Prince, whoſe Service 
alone had involv'd him in theſe Gifficulties; 
and for a moment loſing all regard to the 
Character of the Perſon who had ſpoke, 
Were it ſo eaſy to throw off the Impreſſion 
which Beauty makes, ſaid he, your High- 
neſs would have been in leſs apprehenſions 
from ISMONDA; nor had 1 been over- 
whelm'd in the Diſquicts I am at prctent 
under, by becoming your Proxy to LuTE- 
TIA. Theſe words being utter'd with an 
unuſual warmth, made the Prince look on 
them as an upbraiding; and conceiving the 
utmoſt diſdain at ſo inſolent a preſuming in 
a Perſon whom he conſider'd as his Crea- 
ture, I am ſorry, MARMILL10, reſuimed he, 
that I employ'd you in a buſineſs which you 
imagine diſadvantageous there are many 
of my Court who would have thought them- 
ſelves highly favour'd, had I given them the 
ſame mark of my Confidence, and perhaps 
too would have been as capable of ſerving 
me in any thing I had cntruſted to their 
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Care: at leaſt, when next I ſtand in need of 
a Friend, I ſhall make trial of ſome other. 
In the mean time, purſued he, in a Tone 
which expreſs'd the utmoſt diſſatisfattion, 
I would have you remember, that whatever 
parity there is between our Amours, there 
is none between a Sovereign and his Sub- 
ze ; and learn from thence, that I alone, 
of all the Caramanians, am born to act 
without controul. MARMILLIo, who from 
the moment he had ſpoke theſe raſh words 
was ſenſible of his Boldneſs, and the effect 
it would have on the haughty and reſentful 
Humour of this Prince, was about to ſay 
fomething which might compenſate for 
his former Behaviour; when THEODORE, 
too much incens'd for further Converſa- 


tion with him at this time, flew out of 


the Room, bidding him be dumb, for he 
had already ſaid enough to let him into the 
Diſpoſition of the Perſon he had truſted, 
MARMILLIO now found on how un- 
ſtable a Foundation the Favourites of Princes 
build their Hopes, and that he had little 
to expect from the Friendſhip of THEO“ 
DORE, in caſe IRENE ſhould offer her 
Complaint, as he made not the leaſt queſ- 
tion but ſhe would, at tac arrival of her 
Brother. Amidfſt all theſe tumultuous Agi- 
tations, the Memory of ARILLA, and the 
Impoſſibility there ſeem'd of ever obtain- 
ing a Reconciliation there, rack d him hr 
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all the Torments which attend Deſpair : 
in which Condition let us leave him, till 
freſh Intelligence ſhall arrive ; which I ex- 
pet in a few days, to gratify the Impa- 
tience of both my Reader and myſelf. 


— 


The End of the Firſt Part. 
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II. 


gg] OR ſome Days never mortal Man 
1 labour'd under greater Perplexities 
1 than did MARMILL1o, burning 
with vain and uncxtinguiſhable 

Deſires for the re-enjoyment of ARILLA ; 
trembling with Apprehenſions of what might 
enſue from the Jealouſy of the haughty 
IRENE, and full of the utmoſt Diſcontent 
for the Diſpleaſure of a Prince, whom he 
had ſerv'd ſo faithfully, and with ſo much 
hazard to himſelf; the painful preſent, the 
Fears of the future, and thoſe Racks of 
Thought which arc inſeparable from a State 
of uncertainty, made His Mind a perfect 
Chaos of confus'd Idea's, incapable of In- 
vention, Eaſe, or Reſolution. He attend- 
ed the Levee of ThEODORE cvery day, 
as uſual, however; but found that what had 
paſs'd between them, had made a ſtrange 
Altcration in the Bchaviour of that Princc 
towards him : He found himſelf no longer 
honour'd with his Confidence, he ſpoke 
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not to him, but in general Converſation, 
and in the preſence of Perſons, who would 
not fail to have endeavour'd to find out 
the cauſe of ſo ſudden an Eſtrangement of 
that Intimacy which had formerly been ob- 
ſerv'd between them: And what confirm'd 
him more than all, that there was little 
hope of a Reconciliation, was, that thoſe 
very People who had moſt appear'd his E- 
nemics, were moſt now incouraged by the 
changed Diſpoſition of his offended Sove- 
rcign : His Diſcernment and piercing Pene- 
tration were now of no other ſervice /to 
him, than to torment him more ; he c 
not forbear accuſing THEODORE of Ingrati- 
tude and Mutability, but was obliged |to 
keep his Diſcontents conceal'd ; and tho' 
he privately murmur'd, durſt not complain, 
nor openly wear the leaſt appearance of 
Diſguſt. 

But tho for a time he had loſt the Fa- 
vour of his Prince, Fortune, who had not 
yet deſerted him, ſent him, when he leaſt 
expected it, an opportunity of relieving 
himſelf from the worſt and moſt dangerous 
part of his Inquietudes. He was but juſt riſen 
one Morning, when a Page of IsMoNpa's 
came to acquaint him, that his Lady de- 
ſir d he would come immediately to her 
Apartment, without letting any Perſon in- 
to the Secret of her ſending for him. The 
privacy of this Meſſage gave him no ſmall 

Sur- 
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Surprize, yet not enough to hinder him 
from returning an Anſwer full of Com- 
plaiſance and Obedience. But tho he made 
all imaginable haſte in dreſſing and pre- 
paring himſelf to wait on her, the ſame 
Page came from her a ſecond time, and 


deliver'd him a Billet, in which he found 
theſe Lines. 


To MARMILLI1O. 


; "HE Secrecy which I deſign'd to 
: entertain you with this Morning, 1s 
prevented, by the unexpected coming in of 
* a Lady; I would have you, therefore, 
* wait an Hour or two in your own Lodg- 
« ings for the return of my Page, who I 
© will ſend to conduct you when it is a 
< proper time. I have Buſineſs of the ut- 
* moſt conſequence to impart to you, and 
* flatter myſelf that you will not think it 
too great a trouble to be made the Con- 
* fidant of her, who, on all occaſions, 
will be ready to rctaliate the Obliga- 
© tion.” 


ISMONDA. 


There was ſomething in this Impatiency, 
which not all the Cunning of MAaRMIL- 
Lio could enable him to fathom 3 he 
paus d a while upon it, but was oblig'd to 
attend the Gratification of his high-raisd 


Curt- 
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Curioſity, till he ſhoitld receive it from her 
Mouth : but bethinking himſelf that ſhe had 
given herſelf the pains of putting Pen to 
Paper, it might be expected he ſhould re- 
ply in the fame manner ; he ſat down to 
his Eſcritore, and writ her the following 
Anſwer. d 


n 
To the moſt Excellent IMO. 


Madam, 


HE Honour of your Commands is 
of ſo high a nature, that tis im- 


ible for the Perſon who receives it to 
© tMify his juſt Senſibility any otherwiſe, 
* than by an humble Obedience, and moſt 
* ſtrict Integrity. If there are Qualifica- 
* tions which may render me in any de- 


* gree worthy of your Confidence, depend 
* on finding both in 


c 
c 
C 
/ 


Your Devotcd Servant, 


M ARMILLIO. 


Having diſpatch'd the Page with this, he 
 Vaited not long before that Emiſſary came 
back, to let him know the Coaſt was 
clear, and that his Lady expected him. It 
was with a Pleaſure infinitely more than 
the Vexation of his preſent Circumſtances 
ſeem'd to allow of, that he obcy'd this Sum- 
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mons; and. indeed one would think he 
had that moment been inſpired with the 
Spirit of Prophecy, and had foreknown 
the Good which this Adventure brought 
him, he engaged in it- with ſo much Rea- 
dineſs and Alacrity. | 
As ſoon as he came into the preſence of 
Is MON DA, You wonder, MARMILLIO, ſaid 
ſhe, with the moſt obliging Smile, at the 
Speed and Privacy with which I entrcated 
this Viſit might be accompany'd ; but the 
Buſineſs I have to communicate, will im- 
mediately eaſe you of it: it being of 
too much conſequence to my Glory, my 
Intereſt, and my Peace of Mind, eithd to 
be delay'd, or cxposd to the Knowledge 
of any one but him, whoſe Advice I dc- 
pend on for Relief. 
Bleſſings, Madam, ſuch as you vouchſafe 
to ſhower upon me, anſwer'd he, cannot be 
reccived without a mixture of Surprize and 
Joy: The one muſt naturally flow from 
the Diſcovery that a Being ſo ſuperlatively 
exalted in all that's exccllent, as is ISMON- 
DA, above what is ordinarily to be found 
in Humanity, ſhould ſtand in need of any 
Aſſiſtance, but what ſhe might find in her 
own Genius; and the other, from the Glo- 
ry of being choſe out from the leſs happy, 
tho perhaps more deſerving millions of 
Mankind, for ſo great a Truſt. *Tis true, 
indecd, continued he, that when the Mind 
| 15 
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is over- burthened with any ſecret Diſcon- 
tent, a faithful Confidant affords ſome caſe : 
if therefore it be poſſible you ſhould be 
thus oppreſs'd, behold the Man who would 
chuſe Death rather than Infidelity, Ingrati- 
tude, or Diſobedience. 

The good Opinion I have of you, re- 
ſum'd ſhe; interrupting him, renders theſe 
Profeſſions needleſs; I already believe you 
poſſeſsd of every thing I would wiſh to find 
in the Man of whom I would make a 
Friend : not will I liſten to any further 
Aſſeverations the time is too precious 
to be thrown away in idle Talk, and may 
much better be employ'd in that Advice 
and Conſolation I expect from you.— 
Oh! MARMuILLIO, (purſued ſhe, with a 
Sigh as if her Heart were burſting, and 
which, in ſpite of her Efforts to reſtram 
them, fore d ſome Tears from her Eyes) I 
fear I am undone. The Heart which to 
preſerve I have forfeited my Honour, and 
that Duty which by the Laws of Heaven 
and Earth I owe ADpRASTUs, forſook my 
native Country, forgot my- neareſt Friends, 
and abandon'd every thing which ought to 
have been dear, I doubt is loſt; eſtrang'd 
for ever from me. Ruin'd at once both 
in my Love and Pride, the World contains 
not ſo forlorn a Wretch, as {he who late- 
ly was the envy'd, fortunate ISMoNDA. 
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Here the long-ſmother'd Paſſions of het 
Soul roſe with too much Violence to 
be repell d; again ſhe ſigh'd, again ſhe 
wept, but was deny'd the uſe of Speech. 
The Aſtoniſhment of MARMILLIO at this 
ſtrange Diſcourſe, had the fame Effe& on 
him, as Rage and Grief had work'd on her; 
and as ſhe was for the preſent incapable of 
proceeding in the Relation ſhe was about 
to make, ſo was he of replying to what 
ſhe had ſaid. This dumb Scene laſted for 
ſome moments, both of them endeayour- 
ing, but in vain, to break it. MARM II- 
LIO was the firſt who had that power, and 
he made uſe of it to entreat her to reveal 
at once the cauſe of her Diſquiet, proteſt- 
ing to her that nothing in him ſhould be 
wanting for the diſcovery of the Truth, 
and reſtoring her to her former Tran- 
quillity. | | 

Oh! /azd ſhe, tis too plain that I have 
loſt the Empire I once poſſeſs d over the 
Heart of THEODOKE ; nor are you, MaR- 
MILLIo, without your ſhare of the Diſ- 
grace. That artful Sycophant ARBANESs, 
has found the means to triumph over both 
of us; he now engroſſes the Friendſhip of 
that ungrateful Prince, and his Niece Evu- 
RIDICE, his more fond Affections. Max- 
MILLIO is now no more than a diſcarded 
Favourite, ISMONDA a forſaken Miſtreſs.— 
Much do I wonder that the Change has 

0 eſcaped 
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eſcaped your notice, when every day the 
perjur d THEoDoRE retires himſelf from 
publick View, and paſſes whole Hours to- 
gether with his new Choice, and her de- 
ſigning Uncle. Laſt night my Woman Ly- 
SETTA, the only one of all my Train whom 
I ever made the Confidante of my Affection 
for this ungrateful Man, inform'd me of 
my Misfortune, having learn'd the Secret 
from one that waits upon EUR1DICE, and 
is by that triumphant Rival entruſted with 
the Affair. 

She ſpoke no more, expecting his Reply ; 
which, after a little pauſe, he gave her in 
theſe terms: That in a late Suit, ſaid he, 
which I too raſhly mov'd, I gain'd the diſ- 
pleaſure of my Prince, I am but too ſenſi- 
ble; but cannot think the Royal THEODORE 
ſo much a Foe to his own Happineſs, as to 
forfeit his Title to IsMoNnDa's Heart: IS. 
MoN DA, of whom I have heard him ſpeak 
with Praiſes, ſuch as can be only due to 
Heaven and her. —Moſt ſure I am, you 
are in this deceivd; I cannot think the 
united Charms 'of your whole Sex could 
make him blind to yours, much leſs the 
faint and ſickly Beauties of the vain EUR1- 
DICE have the power to move him. 
He would have added ſomething more, had 
he not been prevented by Ismonpa, who 
haſtily interrupted him with theſe Words : 
You are too loyal, MARMILLIo, cry d ſbe, 
F 3 and 
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and too zealous for the Vindication of a 
Prince, who no longer is worthy of the re- 
ſpect you bear him. What I have told 
you, is but too ſad a Truth: it is not only 
to teſtify his ill Humour to you, that he 
affects a Kindneſs for your known Enemy 
ARBANES ; Love alſo has a ſhare in the 
Change of his Bchaviour. Unwilling 
to believe LySETTA's Story without fur- 
ther Confirmation, I went immediately to 
the Houſe of cursd ARBANES; where, as 
I enter'd, I ſaw the Guards of THTODqRx, 
and found the inconſtant Prince ſeated fo 
near EURIDICE, that he with caſe might 
whiſper in her Ear thoſe Vows of Paſſion 
he ſo well knows to make, and by which 
ISMONDA was at firſt betray'd, to think, 
that to reward ſuch Love, was glorious 
Ruin He ſtarted at the ſight of me, 
and endeavour'd to conceal the Confuſion 
he was in, under the pretence of a ſudden 
Head-ach, and ſoon after took his leave. I 
ſtay d not long, overwhelm'd with Rage 
and Jcalouſy, reſolving at my return to pour 
forth all the Anguiſh of my Soul in the 
moſt keen Reproaches, but was in that, as in 
all elſe, diſappointed ; ſome Ambaſſadors 
being arriv'd from Anatolia, demanded pri- 
vate Audience of him, and Buſineſs of 
the State took up all his Hours till mid- 
night; at which time I was cngag'd about 
the Princeſs, and have not yet had oppor- 
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tunity to execute my Purpoſe. I am glad 
of it, ſaid MARMILLIO. How! cry d ſbe, 
what mean you? That you could not, re- 
plyd he, unleſs grown quite indifferent, 
you no longer wiſh the continuance of his 
Affections, have done any thing more 
effectual for the loſs of them, than ſuch a 
Bchaviour would have been. 

Jealouſy is a Paſſion which ought not to 
be entertain'd by Lovers, but while they are 
in a ſtate of Expectation; before Enjoy- 
ment, it denotcs an ardent and violent Af- 
fection, and to whatever Extremes it may 
tranſport the Perſon in whoſe Breaſt tis 
harbour'd, they ought to be forgiven, nay, 
taken kindly ; but afterwards, tho' the Mo- 
tives are the ſame, yet it becomes tireſome, 
uncaſy, and diſobliging, and diſcovers an 
ill Opinion of the belov'd Object. Conſi- 
der, Madam, continud he, that if your 
Suſpicions are juſt, Reproaches will be of 
no ſervice to retrieve that Heart which Ten- 
derneſs could not retain ; but, if otherwiſe, 
may with reaſon give Offence, and if per- 
liſted in, become fatal to the very Purpoſe 
their aim is to accompliſh. I cannot deny, 
anſwer'd ſhe, the truth of theſe Suggeſtions, 
I was myſelf always of the ſame opinion, 
and have wonder'd at the Folly of thoſe 
Women who ] have ſeen taking theſe extra- 
vagant meaſures for reclaiming the darling 
Rover, which never ended but in a total 
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Breach, and ſometimes gave a Pretence for 
ill Treatment — but, O MARMILLIO! I 
was not then a Lover, I knew not what 
it was to feel the Stings of Tenderneſs 
abus'd I then had Reaſon, but now, 
alas! have none. Yes, Madam, reſum'd 
MaRMuILLIo, you teſtify by thoſe very 
Words, that you have yet enough, would 
you but exert it — Beſides, permit me, 
moſt excellent ISMONDA ! to cntreat you 
would a little examine your own Heart, 
which few, when inſtigated by Paſſion, have 
the power todo; and tell me then if Pride 
has not an cqual ſhare with Love, in your 
Reſentment. Can it be otherwiſe ? reply'd 
ſbe, haſtily : What Woman can endure Neg- 
le& even from the Man ſhe hates; much 
leſs where rewarded ardent Vows of ever- 
laſting Paſſion have ſooth'd her Vanity into 
an aſſurance of her Lover's Truth? 
To be forſaken Heavens! is there a 
Curſe beyond it ! Beſides, my Reputa- 
tion is here concern'd, the Secret of my In- 
trigue will be diſcover'd by its breaking off: 
that Reſpect, that tender Friendſhip which 
THEODORE has paid me, once chang d to 
cold Civility, or Diſregard, will put People 
on an enquiry into the Cauſe, which caſily 
enough may be diſcern'd; a ſudden E- 
ſtrangement is an infallible demonſtration of 
a paſt Amour, and even HYANTHE her- 
ſelf would gueſs the Truth. Tis gertain, 
ſaid 
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ſaid he; and to prevent it, I. would thus 
adviſe. When next you ſee the Prince, 
conceal, if poſſible, all tokens of yout 
Diſcontent Let him not think you jea- 
lous; for if that Paſſion once break out, 
tho in the ſofteſt Terms, he will be ever on 
his guard; and Caution breeds Diſguſt, 
which may in time make him more guilty 
than you at preſent think him. By ſeeming 
not to ſuſpect, you will keep him ever 
yours in ſhow, even tho he ceaſes to be fo 
in reality; by this means your Character 
remains unſully d, and your Power as great, 
to the World's eye, as when you firſt poſ- 
ſeſs d his fondeſt Wiſhes — Nor are theſe all 
the Advantages which from ſuch a Beha- 
viour may accrue——ſuppoſe ſome ſudden 
ſtart of Fancy ſhould, for a time, deprive 
you of his Heart, and lead his wandering 
Deſires to the Enjoyment of another Object, 
what Method ſo probable to reclaim him as 
this I recommend: In acting thus, you 
are certain not to err, you infallibly ſecure 
your Intereſt and Reputation by it, and per- 
haps, alſo your Lover. — To enable you to 
purſue it, Madam, continud he, have ſtill 
before your Eyes the examples of thoſe 
Women who have had ſtrength of Reſolu- 
tion to take thoſe Steps, and even in old 
Age, in the midſt of Deformity and Wrin- 
kles, preſerv'd their Empire in ſpite of the 
oppoling Charms of their more young and 
33 | lovely 


x (74) 

lovely Rivals —— Remember the fam'd 
Miſtreſs of the late Armenian Monarch; 
was he not the wiſeſt and the greateſt King, 
that, ſince the firſt ARSAcks, ever ruled in 
Aſia £ Yet did not this Woman, by her 
ſubtilty, maintain a Power over him, ſupe- 
rior to what his whole Council, tho' com- 
pos'd of the moſt learned Men the World 
produc'd, could boaſt? Did he tranſact any 
material Affair without her? Were there 
any Promotions or Degradings in which ſhe 
had not a hand? Did he make War or Peace, 
unasking her Opinion ? Did ſhe not with 
him receive the Embaſſies of foreign Princes, 
and according to waa} bu 2 did he not 
form his Anſwers? In fine, ſhe was the ſo— 
vercign Dictatreſs of all his Words and 
Actions.— And pray, by what mea- 
ſures did ſhe preſerve this abiolute Domi- 
nion, but by thoſe I would ſet down to all 
who are the Miſtreſſes of Kings? When 
young, beautiful, and poſſeſs'd of Charms 
untaſted, there needed no other attractions 
to captiyate an amorous Heart; but long 
before her Bloom decay'd, her Power would 
have diminiſh'd, had ſhe not maintain'd it by 
theſe Means. A Monarch, ſuch as he was, 
great, witty, lovely, gay, poſſeſs d of every 
Qualification that can adorn the Hero or the 
Courtier, could not fail of exciting the 
moſt tender Wiſhes : ſcarce a Virgin of his 


Court, but in her Eyes, whenever he ap- 
proach'd 
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roach'd her, diſclos'd the Languifhments of 
ber diſſolving Soul ; nor was he always in- 
ſenſible or regardleſs of the Conqueſts he 
made. At firſt, twas hard for her, who had 
been the ſole engroſſer of his Heart, to en- 
duxe to ſhare it with anqther; bur ſoon 
did her Prudence get the better of this 
Weakneſs ; ſhe not only forbore to up- 
braid the Inconſtancy ſhe found him guilty 
of, but allo forwarded, as much as was in 
her power, without ſeeming to do ſo, his 
Amours with as many as he appear'd deſi- 
rous of engaging. Of all the numerous 
Charmers who aim'd at the Secret to pleaſe 
him, ſhe alone had the Skill to do it always, 
becauſe ſhe alone had enough the Com- 
mand of her own Paſlions to obſerve this 
Rule. 
Another Inſtance of this nature (continu'd 
he, percerving his Diſcourſe made ſome 
Impreſſion on ber) the preſent Age preſents 
us with: The King of [/{yria has a Miſtreſs, 
who, by the ſame Arts, "hh render'd herſelt 
ſo neceſſary to his Happineſs, that ſhe pre- 
ſerves as abſolute an Authority over him, as 
when in the full pride of glorious Beauty he 
languiſh'd for Enjoyment, and reigns more 
than Queen, triumphant over an injur'd 
Wife, and lighted Family; who, aw'd by 
her ſuperior Power, dare but in whiſpers 

breathe out their Repinings. 
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On the contrary, added he, pleaſe but to 
turn your Eyes on the Effects of Jealouſy 
diſclos'd : You are too well acquainted with 
the Affairs of foreign Courts to need Intelli- 
gence from me, how the late King of Cap- 
Padocia, by publickly avow ing his Suſpi- 
cions of his new wedded Bride, created in 
her ſuch an averſion to him as never could be 
remoy'd. The Animoſities between them 
were fatal to his Peace; and, as tis thought, 
his Life; for he cxpir'd ſoon after without 
any viſible Diſeaſe. You muſt alſo know, 
and, I believe, are enough a Friend to 
Dalmatia, to lament the Misfortunes which 
the Prince of it ſuſtains through this de- 
ſtructive Paſſion. Had the fair Partner of 
his Bed and Throne, to her other excellent 
Qualifications, added Patience, how flouriſh- 
ing a Monarchy might that have been ? Had 
ſhe deſpis d. or check d the Perſons, who, 
pager envious of her Happineſs, brought 

er the News of a criminal Converſation be- 
tween her Husband, and the Wife of a cer- 
tain Nobleman of his Court, 'tis probable the 
Amour would ſoon have known a period, 
and ſhe been more endear'd than cver, by this 
Indulgence to” the Prince's Affections: but 
inſtead of that, ſhe flies out into Extrava- 
gancies unbecoming of her Rank, the Duty 
of a Wife, or the common Intereſt of them 
both. They part Houſes, have diffe- 
rent Parties, they omit nothing which may 
CX- 
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expoſe cach other : the Friends on both 
ſides finding their Endeavours vain to te- 
concile them, will no longer take part with 


either. The Subjects following the 
Example of their Sovereigns, run into Fac- 
tions the Foes of Monarchy make their 


Confuſion 
reigns at home, and foreign Enemies take 


this opportunity of compaſſing Deſigns, 

which elſe they never would have formed. 
But what occaſion for me to draw In- 
ferences from diſtant Examples, ISMONDA 
is herſelf a ſhining one, that there are Wo- 
men who can reſiſt this Foible of the Sex. 
You, who to ſecure the Heart of ThREO- 
PORE, could conſent, nay, oblige him 
to marry with another; can, whenever 
you pleaſe to exert your Reſolution, look 
down only with Contempt on the little 
Amuſements with which he may divert 
himſelf elſewhere.— Be ſatisfied, that not 
EvuRIDICE, were ſhe endued with all the 
Charms which Nature ever gave to Woman, 
wanting thoſe you are poſſeſs d of, can ever 
have the power to fix him in a ſerious En- 
gagement with her. Often has he lied, 
but I, who from our Childhood have till 
now been acquainted with his moſt ſecret 
Thoughts, ne'er knew he /oved, till bright 
Iso N DA, with unequal Merit, taught him 
what that Paſſion was: nor do I think, and 
from my Soul I ſpeak it, the TRI 
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of his Affection ever can be leſſen d, what- 
ever the Ardours of it, by an unreſtrain d 
Poſſeſſion, may. 

Aye, there's the point, cry d ISMoONDA that 
is indeed the nature of your ungrateful Sex, 
tis Difficulty that endears Enjoyment, and 
keeps Deſire awake: Suſpence alone ſecures 
the Lover's Heart, for when we own we 
love, we are {ire to loſe him. 

As ſhe was proceeding, one of her Wo- 
men came in to inform her, that the Ana- 
tolian Ambaſſidors having had audience of 
the Prince and Princeſs, deſir'd her leave to 
Wait on her, having brought Letters from 
ADRASTUS, and ſome of her near Kindred. 
Tho' ſhe had a great deſire to continue the 
Converſation ſhe was upon, yet there was 
ſo abſolute a Neceſlity, tliat ſhe ſhould rc- 
ccive this Viſit, that ſhe was obliged to diſ- 
miſs him, with an Entreaty that he would 
return the ſame Evening, and finiſh the 
Argument he had begun ; which he hay- 
ing promis'd, left her to prepare herſelf for 
the Reception of her expected Gueſts, and 
rctird to his own Apartment to meditate 
on this Adventure, and conſult with himſelf 
how to make the beſt uſe of it. The Truſt 
which ISMoNDA repoſcd in him, aſſured him 
of her Favour ; but if ſhe herſelf was in her 
decline, as ſhe began to imagine, he con- 
ſider'd her Friendſhip would be of little ſer- 
vice; he therefore thought the wiſeſt 0 

tho 
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thod he could chuſe, would be to take the 
Opportunity her Confidence had given him 
of making his Court to THEoDORE, and 
by revealing to him all ſhe had diſcover'd of 
her Jealouſy, and proceeding to adviſe her, 
for the future, as he ſhould direct, lay him 
under the Neceſſity of a Reconciliation 
with him. After having throughly debated 
all the Reaſons, which preſented themſelves 
for or againſt acting in this manner, he found 
none ſo ſubſtantial, as thoſe which en- 
couraged him in it. Being therefore come 
to a Reſolution, all the difficulty lay in 
ſpeaking to the Prince in private; he, ſince 
the late diſpute between them, having care- 
fully avoided him : but that he ſoon found 
means to get over; he wrote a little Billet, 
which it was eaſy for him to deliver to 
him, tho' in the preſence of all the World, 
becauſe it was uſual for all Petitions and 
Addreſſes to paſs through his hands. The 
Contents of what he wrote, were as fol- 
lows. | 


To Prince THEODORE, Sovereign of 


Caramania. 
Royal Sir, 
? H O' to have offended you, has de- 
y prived me of all for which I va- 


* lued Life, yet durſt I not preſume to ut- 
* ter my Complaints, till ſome happy op- 
portunity 
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* portunity ſhould arrive, to give me the 
means of teſtifying, that whatever Faults 
Raſhneſs or Inadvertency might commit, 
you have not in the world a Subject 
more devoted ro your - Intereſt. The 
wiſh'd-for Moment is mine; I have that 
to impart to you which is of the utmoſt 
conſequence, both to your Pleaſures 
and domeſtick Peace, and humbly beg 
the favour of a private Audience ſome 
time this day : The Affair is of a 
nature too delicate to brook delay; and 
if neglected, may involve you in many 
Difficulties, and take from me the power 
of acquiring that Glory which is the ſole 
Aim of my Ambition, that of proving 
myſelf 


My Royal Maſter's 


Moſt Humble, moſt Faithful, 
and moſt Obedient Subject, 
and Servant ever, 
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MARMILLIO. 


It was now about the time in which the 
Prince receiv'd the Lords who attended his 
Levee ; and having finiſh'd his ſhort Epiſtle, 
he went to the Drawing-room, where he 
gave it publickly into his Hand, entreating 
he would immediately peruſe it, for it 
contain d ſome Matters of Importancc. 
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Theſe Words made the Prince look eatneſt- 
ly on the Superſcription, and knowing it 
to be MARMILL10's own writing, he re- 
tired from the Company to a Window, 
where, having examined the Contents, he 
made a ſign for him to approach ; and as 
ſoon as he was near enough to be heard 
by him, Attend me in the Orange- Grove 
behind the Palace Garden, ſaid he, I will 
diſpatch theſe, and inſtantly be with you. 
He turn'd from him in uttering theſe Words, 
and the other making a low Bow, left the 
Room, and haſted to the Place appointed; 
where he remain'd not long, before the 
Prince appear'd: and tho' there was not 
that open Freedom in his Countenance, 
with which he had been accuſtomed to ac- 
coſt this favourite Promoter of his Pleaſures, 
yet there was ſo great an Abatement. of the 
Severity which lately had ſat on it towards 
him, that he had reaſon to hope what he 
had to communicate, would entirely re- 
eſtabliſh him in his former good Opinion 
and Confidence. I hope, MARMILLIO, ſaid 
he, it is not. to renew the Subject of our 
laſt private Conference, that you deſired 
this meeting; for aſſure yourſelf, if it be, 
I ſhall anſwer you in no other terms than 
before, nor indeed is it in my power to 
do it. I ſhould be more unworthy than 
you think me, my Royal Lord, anſwer'd 
the other, if I could preſume ſo far as to 
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mingle my little Intereſts with yours, pre- 
tend to call an Affair of mine, though it 
were of Life and Death, of conſequence 
to your Peace, as I inform'd you this is 
which I would now impart, — But not to 
detain your Highneſs in ſuſpence, be plea- 
ſcd to read this Summons, which carly this 
morning 1 received. In ſpeaking theſe 
words, he preſented him with the Billet 
brought him by IsMonpa's Page, which, 
when the Prince had look'd over with all 
imaginable demonſtrations of Surprize, he 
proceeded to inform him all that had paſs'd 
between them in her Apartment, not for- 
getting the leaſt particular of the Diſcon- 
rent he found her in, or the Arguments 
he had made uſe of to diſſipate it. He ac- 
quainted him alſo how their Converſation 
was interrupted by the Ambaſſadors; and 
that he was engaged to return to her that 
Evening. And having concluded his Nar- 
ration, putting one knee to the ground, 
intreated him he would once more honour 
him with his Commands in this Affair. 

It was with all poſlible Artifice, and Selt- 
extolment, couch'd under the diſguiſe of Hu- 
mility, that he related this Story; but half 
the pains he took, would have ſufhced : 
It contain'd, indeed, a matter of importance 
much greater than he himſelf imagin'd ; the 
Prince, tho” he could not be called any other 
than conſtant to Is MON DA, becauſe he ne- 
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ver ceaſed to love her, and prefer her to her 
whole Sex beſide, was yet the moſt changing 
Man in his Amours that ever was. In ſpite 
of the fixed Affection with which he re- 
garded this Miſtreſs. of his Soul, he muſt 
ſometimes devote his Body at other Shrines. 
He could not live without his Gallantries ; 
and Curioſity frequently ſupplied the room 
of liking, and led him to the ruin of many a 
believing Fair. EUR1DICE was of that num- 
ber : the ſame wild and unſtable Fires, which 
had ſeduced LurETIA, had an equal effect 
on her; both had alike been tempted ; both 
had alike conſented to his Wiſhes ; and both, 
with over-fondneſs, and a too caſy yielding, 
became immediately the Objects of nis Sa- 
tiety and Contempt. The fears he was in of 
IsMoN DA making a diſcovery of his Crime, 
infinitely exceeded the pleaſure he found in 
committing it; and the ſervice MARMILLIO 
had done to him, in caſing him of the Ap» 
prchenſions he had labour d under on Lo- 
TETIA'S, account, made him wiſh for ſuch 
another Friend on that of EURIDICE ; who, 
preſuming on the tender things he faid to 
her, while ſolliciting her Love, took a ſort 
of privilege of following him from place to 
place, and perſecuting him with inceſſant 
declarations of a Paſſion which he no longer 
_ wilh'd to inſpire. For this reaſon he was 
extremely glad of a Pretence, without 
any injury to his Dignity,” by ſubmitting 
G. 2 to 


(#4) 3 

to a 4 of being reconciled to Man- 
MILLIO: for tho” he new he could not rid 
him of the impertinent Tenderneſs of Eu- 
RIDICE, and the continual Dangers Which 
her Fondneſs inyoly'd him in; of the Aﬀair 
between them being diſcover'd, by taking 
on himſelf the Charader of her Lover. as he 
had done in the ſame Cale with LUTETIA, by 
reaſon of his enmity with, ARBANES; yet he 
doubted not but his ſübtile-working Wit, 
and ready Inyention, would find out ſome 
Expedient alſo in this Exigence, as it had 
done in others. When firſt he tead the 
Letter 15MONDA had writ to him, and by the 
beginning of his diſcourſe, diſcoverd her 
but too juſt Suſpicions of EUR DICE, his 
ſtill enamour'd Heart heaved with tumultu- 
ous Beatings; her Grief and her Reſentment 
gave him Pangs, which ſince the full en- 
joyment of her Charms had left Deſpair no 
room, he had never felt. Nor was he with- 
out fear that MARMILL1o, to revenge the 
Coldneſs with which he had of late been 
treated by him, might have ſaid ſomething 
to have increaſed that Lady's Jealouſy ; but 
. when.theſe Doubts were cleared, and he was 
convinced by many Oaths and Imprecations 
of the ſervice he had done him, in argu- 
ing with her on ſo nice a Theme, he re- 
pented there had ever been a Breach be- 
tween them, and omitted nothing which 

might teſtify the ale he had of his Fide- 
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lity, and ſteady Adherence to his Intereſt. 
After a thouſand demonſtrations of an eter- 
nal Friendſhip on the one fide, and Loy- 
alty on the other, the new-reſtored Fa- 
vourite reminded him, that he knew not 
how ſoon he might be ſent for by I8Mon- 
DA, and. that it was therefore time 'they 
ſhould” reſolve in what manner to pro- 
ceed. If, ſaid he, tit d and grown weary 
with a long and uninterrupted ſeries of poſ- 
ſeſſion, you wiſh the abſence of ISMON- 
pa, I believe it eaſy for me, in the preſent 
ſtruggles of her Soul, to turn the Scale wholly 
on the ſide of Reſentment, and talk her into a 
reſolution. of quitting Caramania for ever. 
Oh, no, replied the Prince, rather do all that's 
in your power to ſtay her: In ſpite of the 
little Infidelitics I have been guilty of to her, 
I cannot think of parting with her. The 
faint Joys which other Beauties yield, but 
more indear the rapturous Image of her 
power of charming. Still in my Heart ſhe 
reigns unrivall'd and ſupreme ; and ſooner 
would I renounce my Life, than that more 
precious Treaſure, my only lov'dIsMoNDa. 
He then proceeded to relate to him his 
Affair with EvurI1piceg ; and how uncaſy 
he was to get rid of a Paſſion he had not 
intended ſhould arrive at any greater heights 
than would juſt influence her to the grati- 
fication of a tranſient Deſire, it being only 
ſuch he felt for her. But long he dwelt not 
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on this Theme; a; nearer and more poig- 
nant Vexation took up the greateſt part of 
his thoughts: He told him, that the Lords 
of Anatolia, ſent from that King in Em- 
baſſy to him, had been employ d by ApR AS. 
rus to ſollicit the return of his Wife; 
that they laſt Night had obtained leave of 
the Princeſs for her departure; and that 
there remained nothing now but her own 
conſent for her removal. Therefore, to 
prevent this Journey, exert, ſaid he, my 
dear MaRMILLIO, your utmoſt Wit and 
Eloquence ; for, ſince ſuſpected by her in 
a-Caſe where I am, alas! too guilty, I darc 
not meet the juſt upbraidings of her angry 
Eyes, till you have. footh'd her Soul into a 
Calm of full Aſſurance of my Love and 
Truth. Depend upon my Zcal, anſwer'd 
he, nor doubt, my Lord, but that thoſe Arts 
which hitherto have been crowned with 
ſucceſs, when employ'd for your Service, 
will not be leſs effectual than before. But, 
Royal ThEODORE, pur ſued he, after a lit- 
tle pauſe, as our late eſtrangement from that 
Familiarity with which you uſed to honour 
me, has been the ſole occaſion of her con- 
fiding in the truth of what I ſhall relate in 
this Affair; the news of a ſudden Reconci- 
liation may render all I ſay ſuſpected, and 
with rcaſon give her ſome Apprchenſions 
that I have betray'd her to you. — I think 
it then better for your rape that I con- 
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ceal my happy Reſtoration to your Favour, - 
-and that you perſiſt to treat me for ſome 
enſuing Days in the ſame manner, as firſt 
induced her to imagine that any unkindneſs 
of my Prince could oblige me to reyeal 
aught to his prejudice. 

THEoDoORE extremely approved of this 
Advice, not only for the Reaſons MARMII- 
LIO urged, but alſo that too ſudden a Turn 
might alarm the Jealouſy of ARBANES and 
EURIDICE, and put them on ſome mca- 
ſures, which would unravel the Myſtery it 
was ſo much the intereſt of that Prince to 
conceal, both from HYanTaE and ISMoN- 
DA, Every thing being thus concluded on 
between them, MAaRMILL10 took his lcave, 
and return'd to his Lodgings, expecting a 
ſecond Summons from IsMoNDA. 

It was ncar Evening before that Lady 
ſent to him, and at his return he found 
her in a diſorder which it is impoſſible to 
repreſent. As ſoon as he enter'd the Clo- 
ſet, where for the ſake of privacy ſhe re- 
cciv'd him, Oh, MarmiLL1o, ſaid ſbe, the 
perjured THEODORE may now bear his ficti- 
tious Vows to as many as his inconſtant 
Wiſhes aim to undo, unfearing the Re— 
proaches of ISMON DA. —ADRASTUS will no 
longer live without me, The Princeſs 
has conſented I ſhall return to Anatolia 
with the Lords employed in Embaſly from 
thence ; nor can the love which ſtill my 
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Soul avows for your ungrateful Prince, fur- 
niſh me with a Pretence to ſtay. — See 
here, purſued ſhe, plur king @ Letter out of 
her Pocket, and giving it him to read, (ee 
here, what the injured, yet ever faithful, 
ever tender ApRASTUS writes; MaRMIL- 
LiIo replied no otherwiſe than by doing as 
he was deſired; and unfolding the n 
he found i in it theſe Lines: s d 


To my For-ever-lov 4, but. oy Unkind 
| ISMONDA, | yp 


AIN would 1 my ctuel Dear! ac- 

& cuſe you of injuſtice to the' fond Pat- 
* tion with which Jever have regarded you; 
* and of your little conformity to thoſe 
© Rules by which all who yield to become 
Wives, ought to think themſelves bound: 
But, alas! in ſpite of that Authority which 
Marriage gives me over you, my Heart is 
too much your Slave, to permit me to 
make uſe of any other Arguments than 
*fuch as flow from humble Love. — Yet 
* have I, O IsMonDa ! have I deſerved this 
* Uſage from you?: — Or, could J, till tad 
Experience convinced me, have believed 
you would thus long have left me to mourn 
your unkind abſence in a widow'd State? 
Remember, my cverlaſting Charmer, call 
back in Idea the paſt Endearments of our 
mutual Tranſports; and then reflect, if 
* tram 


689) 
from the bliſsful moment which gave thee 
c firſt to my deſiring Arms, I have done 
* aught ſhould — thee cold, neglectful, 
* or in the leaſt deviate from thy "former 
© Tenderneſs.—In one of your Letters you 
* ſeem to tax me with what I have but too 
much reaſon to reproach you, want of 
© Uneaſineſs in this Separation. Mere it not 
* {o, ſay you, I ſhould before this time have 
*found a Pretence for coming to Carama- 
nia: How unjuſt is this Aſſertion, let your 
* own Heart be judge. Well do you know 
* the arbitrary Diſpoſition of our Monarch ; 
* and that the Employments I have under 
* him will not ſuffer me to quir his Palace 
even for a Day, without permiſhon from 
* himſelf. Heaven, and all here are witneſſes 
* what Interceſſions I made to be one of the 
© Perſons fix d on for this Embaſly, but had 
*noother Anſwer to my repeated Importy- 
* nities, than this; That if my fond Aﬀe- 
* ron for a Wife who had deſerted me, 
«was more Valuable than his Service, 1 
* might in Baniſhment enjoy that Bleſſing, 
* for never more muſt ! expect to return 
to Anatolia, What canſt thou now ob- 
*3et? What Reaſons find which can with- 
* hold thee from my longing Arms? The 
* Princeſs is too good to aim at parting 
*thoſe whom ſacred Vows have join'd ; and 
did not the ſublimeſt Paſſion actuate my 
ſelf in that behalf, 1 ſhould believe me 
other 
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other and more powerful Motive than her 
* Friendſhip, induced thee to forſake a Huſ- 
band whole very Life is bound up in thee. 
Some buſy Whiſperers would make me 
more unhappy than I am by ſuch Sug- 

« geſtions ; but be aſſured, I flight them, 
nor can entertain one thought i in prejudice 
of my IsMonpa's Honour. It is not, how- 
ever, in my power, to ſuppreſs the Talk 
© of others. — Haſte then to confute them by 
thy immediate Preſence, and look the 
ſharp- ey d Monſtcr, Slander, dead! —— 
Thy own Reputation, as well as my Love, 
*demands thee ; both of them once werc 
*dear, and I have hope thou art not chan- 
*gedin all, and that the return of the Am- 
* baſſadors will bring thee alſo to the Em- 
© braces of him, who with the name of Huſ- 
band joins that of thy Lover and thy Ado- 
L rer, 
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ADRASTUS. 


Now, MARMILL10, ſaid ſhe, (as ſoon as he 
had done reading) what Anſwer can I make? 
Or how refuſe the tender Preſſures. of this 
too indulgent Husband}!——— Were Trt- 
ODORE all that my fond Soul could wiſh, 
adorn'd with every Perfection of the Mind, 
as well as the Body, I muſt be compell'd to 
leave him; and he docs well, by the Proofs 
he gives me of his Inconſtancy, to wean my 
Affections from their former Ardency, * 

make 
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make the Separation leſs terrible to be borne. 
Ah Madam ! reply'd he, before you reſolve 
on quitting Caramania, confider well if 
you are able to ſuſtain the Pangs of an 
cternal Abſence from the Man you love ; 
and who, in ſpite of the diſregard with 
which of late he cauſeleſly has treated me, 
1 muſt confeſs, I think deſerving of it. 
Deceive not yourſelf, I beg you, by an Ima- 
gination that he js leſs dear to you, becauſe 
he appears, at preſent, more unworthy 
than you once believ'd. Were he 
indeed as ingrateful as you now ſuſpect 
him, which yet I cannot think, *twou'd coſt 
you many bitter Agonies cer you extin- 
ouiſh'd a Paſſion ſo well eſtabliſh'd in your 
Soul. Should I then ſtay, interrupted ſhe, 
till bare-fac'd Contempt, and open Scorn 
ſhall drive me hence ? till publick ill 
uſage ſhall compel me to be gone, and de- 
monſtrate, indeed, that not HYanTae, but 
her perfidious Husband, influencd my 
coming hither, and now enforces my de- 
parture ?—— No, if I neglect this opportu- 
nity all- bounteous Heaven affords of reſto- 
ring myſelf to Honour and to Fame, juſtly 
ſhould I deſire to be a Wretch, whoſe only 
hope is to excite Compaſſion. There was 
ſo much reaſon in what ſhe ſaid, that had 
it not been utter'd with a warmth which de- 
noted a greater ſhare of Reſentment than 
Reſolution, MARMILL1O would have enter- 
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tain'd but little exp ectation of Succeſs : but 
he was too well acquainted with human 
Nature, not to know that nothing violent 
is of long continuance, and of all the Pal. 
ſions that invade the Mind, none ſo ſhort- 
liv'd as Rage; becauſe none is ſo painful to 


be borne, and were it to. continue, muſt con- 


vert to, Madneſs. He therefore aim d not to 
oppoſe it, and by ſeeming not to take the 
part of THEoDORE, he more effectually did 
ſo, than if he had made the moſt ſolemn 
aſſeverations of his beliey'd Integrity; and 
when, by this Artifice, he found the late 
flames of Indignation in her pretty well 
abated, Let not falſe Fortitude beguile you, 
Madam, ſaid he, the Ills which! threaten 
you in Caramanta arc but in Ima gination, 
and arc ſcarce poſſible ever to happen in 
reality; but in returning to Auatolia, you 
run to certain Miſery, = worſt of Woes, 
that of loath'd Embraces, and the eternal 
Preſence of the Man you hate; for theres 
no medium in conjugal Affection. In Ca- 
ramania, you but fear the Loſs of THEO 
DORE; in Anatolia, you are ſure to be de- 
priv d of him for ever: nay, what is more, 
deprivd of him by your own fault. Here, 
ſhould he prove ungrateful or unkind, your 
injur'd Soul might vent her Anguiſh in Re - 
proaches ; but now to leave him, on a barc 
Suſpicion, would throw the weight of it 


wholly on yourſelf, and when paſt ome 
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dy, you'd curſe the Raſhneſs by which you 
are undone. 

By theſe kind of Arguments, that Reſo- 
lation, in which ſhe had imagin'd herſelf fo 
well fix'd, began to waver, and before he 
left her half diſposd as he could wiſh, he 
doubted not but the next Viſit that the 
Prince ſhould make, would entirely perfect 
what he had made fo good a progreſs in; 
and to that' end, acquainted him immedi- 
ately with the ſum of all the Converſation 
he had with her. This Day, which was in 
every thing to be a fortunate one to, him, 
concluded with the News, that the Mother 
of IRENE being taken dangerouſly ill, had 
ſent an expreſs for her to come to her Coun- 
try Seat, at which ſhe was when ſeiz'd with 
that Indiſpoſition; and that Lady could not 
refuſe Obedience in ſo preſſing an occa- 
ſion. By this removal of Irent's, he had 
time for Contrivance; the Journey ſhe had 
to take, was long, and he was not without 
hope, that before her return, the Prince 
being now more than ever oblig'd to be- 
friend his Intereſt, join'd with the Power 
IsMonDa, of whoſe Favour he was alſo cer- 
tain, had with HY anTae, would render in- 
effectual all the Complaints the Brother of 
that wrong d Lady ſhould make of his Be- 
haviour. 


But in the midſt of theſe Conſolatory 


Reflections, the Idea of ARILLA ſtill fill d 
him 
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him with Diſquiets; the difficulty of te- 
eſtabliſhing himſelf in her Affections, en- 
hanced the Value of them, and he lan- 
guiſh'd in unſpeakable Deſires for that, 
which had it- appear'd attainable, he would 
perhaps have lighted and avoided ; ſo con- 
tradictory is the Temper of Mankind, and 
ſo much is Ingratitude ingrafted in their 
very Natures, that it ſeems inherent to the 
Sex to ſhun what comes with caſe, and to 
court Dangers and Inquietudes. The fond, 
the tender Maid, is ſure to meet diſdain, 
while the neglectful or humourous Coquette, 
receives their moſt ardent Aſſiduities. Secu- 
rity is the certain Reczpe for their Paſſion; 
and the only way for the ador'd Objett to 
maintain her Conqueſt, is to keep her Lover 
in ſuſpence. MARuILLIoO, at leaſt, was of 
this diſpoſition ; and had the moſt charming 
Woman Nature ever made, been offer'd to 
him in exchange for ARILLA, while ſhe con- 
tinu'd cruel, tis probable no Attractions 
could have withdrawn his Heart, or made 
any abatement in that exceſs of Paſſion 
With which he now regarded her. 

The deſire of regaining her Affectiong, 
being, at preſent, the ſupremeſt wiſh of his 
impaticnt Soul, he ſet his whole Wits at 
work for the accompliſhment of it; and 
tho' he had been before refus'd admittance, 
went again to viſit her: but meeting with 
the ſame treatment, entreated, by her Wo- 

man, 
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man, that he might ſee her, tho' it was 


but for a moment; ſaying, he had ſome- 
thing of more than ordinary importance to 
ſpeak to her about, before ſhe took her Jour- 
ney. On which, the Perſon to whom he 
apply'd, return'd for anſwer, that her Lady 
had chang'd her Mind, and intended ſtill to 
ſtay at Court ; that Relation to whoſe Houſe 
ſhe had deſign'd to retire, being about co- 
ming to. Town herſelf. To find ſhe ſtaid, 
and yet had Reſolution enough to refuſe 
ſeeing him but in Places where their mutual 
attendance render'd it impoſſible for her to 
avoid him, and that even there ſhe carefully 
ſhunn'd giving him any opportunity of 


| ſpeaking to her, made him know that a 


Reconciliation with her, would be infinite- 
ly more difficult than he could have belicy'd 
it could be, while ſhe continu'd in the way 
of his Importunities; at laſt, bethinking 
himſelf that as her Cruelty ſprung only 


from her Jealouſy of LUTETIA, it was chief- 


ly in the power of LuTETIa herſelf to 
undeceive her: he therefore venturd to 
make her the Confidante of his Paſſion for 
ARILLA, and the unjuſt Suſpicions that 
Lady had conceiv'd on her account; and 
begg d that ſhe would write a Line or two 
which might convince her that it was on 


a different (core from that of Love he viſt- 


ted her. LUTETIA look'd on herſelf as un- 
der too many Obligations to him, to deny 
the 
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the grant of ſo reaſonable a Requeſt : 10 
having obtained this Promiſe from her, a 
new Objection roſe in his Mind; which was, 
that, conſidering what had paſs d between 
him and AR1LLA, it might be too great a 
ſhock to her Modeſty, to find that her ſup. 
poſed Rival had been made acquainted with 
the Affair. To remedy this Inconvenience, 
however, he ſoon bethought him of an Ex- 
pedient ; which was, that the Letter ſhould 
be directed to himſelf. He communicated 
his Sentiments to LUTETIA; Who agree- 


ing with his Notions, between them they 
dictated theſe Lines. 
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To MARMILLIO. 


HOUGH there is not a Poſſibility 
of hearing from the dear Engroſ- 
ſer of my Soul, by any other means than 
through your generous Care; yet I can- 
not forbear ſmiling, to think of how dan- 


gcrous a confequence it may prove to 
me. 


The whole Court gives you 
to me as a Lover; and as I cannot believe 


a Man of ſo much Gallantry can be with. 
out his Amours, I am in daily Expecta- 
tions of finding the Eſſects of Jealouly 


from ſome outrageous and diſguſted He- 
roine. If conſcious of a Paſſion for 
any darling Fair, for Heaven's ſake unde- 


ceive her; I give you leave to call me 


c © ugly, 
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© ugly, ill-ſhaped, unbred, and every thing 
© that is diſagreeable; nor will be offend- 
© ed at whatever Rudeneſs you treat me 
© with, even to my face, before her, rather 
than expoſe me to her Cenſures, or your- 
© ſelf to her Reſentment, for the ſake of 
her who is already but too much obliged 
© to you, 

LUTETIA. 


There was ſomething ſo natural in the 
turn of this Billet, that MARMILLIO was 
half perſuaded it would work the Effect 
he aim'd at; and as ſoon as it was finiſhed, 
took his leave of LUTETIA, and retir'd to 
his own Apartment, to encloſe it to ARI. 
LA : In the Cover he wrote in this manner. 


To my Ever-Ador d, but Cauſeleſly 
Offended ARILLA, 


g HE moſt guilty Criminal that ever 


C incur'd the Cenſure of the Law, 
is allow'd to plead before his Doom is 
* palsd ; but ARILLA more ſevere, thinks 
it enough to let me know of what Iam 
* accus'd, not gives me liberty to make my 
Oh! how unjuſt is this 
Were there any ground for your Suſpi- 
* cions, were it poſſible for me to think, 
* after the Enjoyment of your Charms, an- 
* other Woman worth my Regard, that 
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which caus'd my Ingratitude and Incon- 
ſtancy, would influence my Indifference 
alſo; your Reſentment would have fail'd 
to work the Effect it has done on my 
too tender Heart; my reſtleſs Days, and 
{lcepleſs Nights, the unnumber'd Agonies 
of my tormented Thoughts, would not 
have reproach'd the Cruelty of ARILLA, 
nor ſhould I have bethought me of ſend- 
ing this undeniable Evidence of my In- 
nocence. I nced not tell you, that the 
Author of it is belov'd by my moſt par- 
ticular and intimate Friend, the Contents 
will let you know as much; but when 
you allow a Viſit from me, as ſurely now 
you Will, I ſhall inform you how, being 
by the Severity of an avaritious Parent de- 
ny'd the publick Gratification of his Wiſhes 
in marrying with LUTETIA, he is com- 
pell'd to content himſelf with a ſecret 
Correſpondence with her. I am the only 
Perſon cntruſted with the Affair, nor can 
they, but thro' my means, or ſee each 
other, or receive a Letter. This, my un- 
kind ARILLA, has occaſion'd thoſe fre- 
quent Viſits and Mhiſperings which have 
been oblerv'd between us, and which has 
given me the reputation of her Lover. 
It now remains that 1, in my turn, 
upbraid your want of Tenderneſs, and 
Faith in thoſe ſincere Profeſſions of eter- 
* nal and unchangeable Affection, which I 
have 
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t have made you; but that I will defer till 
the bleſsd Hour of meeting, which, that 
you may in ſome meaſure repair the In- 
* jury you have done me, you muſt appoint 
* with ſpeed. Then, if it be poſlible 
© for me to retain in your dear Society the 
© leaſt Remains of aught but Love and Joy, 
* will I chide the Injuſtice you have been 
* guilty of, to 
Your Paſſionately Tender 


and ever faithfully Devoted 
MARMILLIO. 


The Superſcription of this little Packet 
he caus d to be written by his Valet de 
Chambre, having the Experience that no- 
thing on which his own Character appear'd, 
would be received; and having carefully 
ſeal'd it up, ſent it by a Perſon who was 
entirely a Stranger both to her and her Ser- 
vants, to be left at her Apartment; not 
doubting but when ſhe ſhould, by the 
ſtrangeneſs of the hand, be betray'd to o- 
pen it, the very ſight of LurETIASs Name 
to the encloſed, would excite her Curioſity 
to read it; and the Satisfaction of that 
Curioſity, ſo throughly convince her of the 
Error ſhe had been in, that ſhe would not fear 
to conſeſs it in an immediate Anſwer. 

He had but juſt diſpatch'd his Emiſſary, 
when a Gentleman belonging to THEODORE 

| H 2+ came 
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came to let him know the Prince was in 
his Cloſet alone, and commanded his at- 
tendance: His Mind being now much more 
at caſe, concerning his Affair with ARILLA, 
than it had been for many days, he was the 
better capacitated to look after thoſe of an- 
dther; not in the leaſt imagining, but that the 
Buſineſs on which he was now ſent for, was 
cither to proſecute the Deception he had 
already ſo ſucceſsfully carry'd on with Is- 
MONDA and LUTETIA, or forward his At- 
tempts on ſome new Beauty. 

But how agreeably was he ſurpriz'd, when 
he found his Conjectures had deceived him; 
and that the Prince, after having receiv'd 
him with a moſt obliging Smile, and made 
him fit down by him, began in this man- 
ner! The Services you have done me, M ar- 
MILLIO, ſaid he, are too great not to de- 
ſerve my utmoſt Acknowledgments : Your 
Prudence has entirely eas d me of thoſe Ap- 
prehenſions I was continually involv'd in, 
Jeſt the extravagant Fondneſs of LUTETIA 
ſhould expoſe me to the Jealouſy of both 
HyAaNnTHE and IsMoNDaA, and I can never 
too gratefully conſider of what advantage 
your Advicc to the lattcr of theſe Ladies 
has been to me; what you ſaid to her, has 
made ſo deep an Impreſſion in my favour, 
that ſhe is now only at a loſs for ſome 
Excuſe, to avoid going with the Ambaſla- 
dors to Anatolia ; and that I doubt not but 
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your Wit and Invention may ſupply her 
with, before the time arrives which is al- 
lotted for their Departure. But Thanks 
is a poor return for Fidelity ſuch as yours, 
eſpecially from a Sovercign, in whoſe power 
you may believe it is, to confer a more ſub- 
ſtantial Recompence. ] am not with- 
out a juſt Senſibility of Favours done me, 
tho'I do not always make ſhow of it; and 
Fortune now ſeems to join in my good 
Wiſhes, and gives me an opportunity of 
proving, that it was not through Ingrati- 
tude that I deny'd MAaRMILL1o the Requeſt 
he made me on IRENE's ſcore. Riſe, 
purſued he, perceiving he was about to 
proſtrate himſelf at his feet ; 1 will have 
no Submiſſions, tis ſufficient that I know 
you faithful to your Truſt, obedient to my 
Commands, and zcalous for my Intereſt 
and Happineſs. To the purpoſe therefore 
for which I ſent: DoRAs PE, the Brother of 
that Lady, ſince his return to Caramania, 
is grown enamour'd of EURIDICE, and ſol- 
licits her Affection on honourable Terms. 
ARBANES this day acquainted me with the 
Offers he had made to her; and gueſſing 
at the reaſon of my late frequent Viſits at 
his Houſe, told me, that no Conſideration 
of the Intereſt this Match would be to his 
Family, ſhould oblige him to give his Con- 
ſent to it, till I had yielded mine. A 
Thought immediately ſtruck into my head, 
H 3 that 
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that the Dpatage of my unoffending Rival, 
might be of the higheſt ſervice to my 
Friend; and after pauſing a little on the 
matter, I told him, that I could by no 
means be content that EURI DICE ſhould 
thus diſpoſe herſelf ; but upon one Condi- 
tion, which was this, that DoRAsPE ſhould,/ 
at the ſame time, give IRENE to his Son 
the young ERNESTUS. 

I had ſcarce pronounced the Words, when 
he reply'd, Alas! my Prince, the, rich, the 
haughty Dok As PE would diſdain, the Pro- 
poſition, my Son has neither an Eſtate nor 
Birth proportionable to that of IRENE. 
'Tis true, reſumed J, gravely, but his own 
Merit, and my Favour, may make up that 
Deficiency ; nor will it be more ſtrange to 
thoſe that hear it, that IRENE ſhould mar- 
ry with the Son of ARBANEs, than that 
DokrasPE ſhould become tlie Bridegroom 
of EURI1DICE, a Maid as far beneath him 
in the Qualifications you mention, as ER- 
l to 2 7 Beſides, added I. 
eeing him ſtrangely urpriz d at my ſtart- 

'ng jo fs: 4 a Propoſal, N /ro'Þ 
elfarc of your Family, I have other = 
ſons to deſire this may be brought about ; 
Jo ur mortal Enemy, and the Man I hate, 
as long ſollicited IRENE, and, if I may 
ſpeak my thoughts, not without Succeſs: 
MARMuILLIo, I mean, ſaid J, has often 
Nees. that at the return of * to 
ara: 
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Caramania, his Marriage with his Sifter 
would de ſolemniz d. This had the Effect 
I wiſh'd, the old Man preſently grew out- 
rageous at the thoughts of mingling his Fa- 
mily with yours; and encourag'd by the 
Diſpleaſure I feign'd to have conceiv'd a- 
gainſt you, utter'd all that implacable Ma- 
lice could invent. I liſten d to him with 
Patience, well knowing, that in this the 
more I appeard your Foe, the more I 
prov'd my ſelf your Friend; till tired with 
railing, I ſent him to diſcourſe the Matter 
with DoRASPE. 

How much, my Royal Lord, ſaid Mar- 
MILLIO, I am indebted to your generous 
Care, ſo far beyond the utmoſt of my De- 
ſervings, words would but faintly repre- 
ſent ; yet cannot I imagine that in this, even 
your good Wiſhes ever avail me more than 
the knowledge I am honour'd with them 
DoraAsPE never will conſent to give IRENE 
to ERNESTUS's Bed, or if he wou'd, ſhe 


ſooner would chuſe death. You know nor, 


reply d the Prince, how far a fond Affection 
may tranſport the one, or Reſentment the 
other: I am told DoRaAs PE doats with ſo 
blind a Paſſion on Eukgipick, that to ob- 
tain her he would ſcruple nothing; then as 
for IRENE, you know her Fortune, by her 
dead Father's Will, is abſolutely in the diſ- 
poſal of this Brother: tis not her Intereſt to 
diſoblige him, which, join'd to your Un- 

H 4 kindneſs 
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kindneſs and Neglect, may prompt her in 
Revenge to you, and Complaifance to 
Dok asPE, to marry with your Enemy. 
Add to this, ERNESTUS is young, gay, 
agrccable in his Perſon, and every way qua- 
lify'd to pleaſe the Fair but ſhou'd all 
theſe Motives fail, ſhould IRENE be leſs a 
Woman than I think her, or Dor asPE leſs 
cnamour'd than I am inform'd he is, ſtill my 
pretended hatred to you gives me an excuſe 
for putting a ſtop to your Alliance with a 
Family ſo illuſtrious and wealthy as is that 
of his "Tis therefore for our mutual 
Satisfaction to perſiſt in this counterfeited 
Variance, till we ſce how our Intereſts are 
link'd, MARMILLIo, continued he, taking 
him by the Hand, I, by this fortunate Dit- 
ſimulation, have the means of ridding you 
of a Miſtreſs you no longer have any Af- 
tection for; you, of preſerving for me the 
only Woman I ever did, or can adore. 

Some other Diſcourſes, much to the ſame 
purpoſe as theſe already related, having paſt 
between them, MARMILLIO withdrew, 
ncither of them judging it proper they 
ſhould be long together, leſt it ſhould be 
dilcover'd to the ruin of that Scheme, both 
of them promis'd themſelves to find fo 
much to, the advantage of their Deſigns, 
Every thing neceſſary for cach other to know 
at preſent, having becn talk'd over, they 

agrecd to wear the moſt diſtant Looks ima- 
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ginable in publick, and to meet as ſeldom 
as - could be avoided, in the carrying on 
their Stratagems, even in private ; the Ca- 
binets of Princes being generally full of 
Eyes, which are alſo too often attended 
with Tongues. 

THEODORE, now zealous for the Intereſt 
of this Favourite, forgot nothing of the 
Promiſe he had made him, and the firſt time 
he ſaw the Brother of IRENE, accoſted him 
in theſe Terms. Dok Asp E, ſaid he, your 
long abſence from Caramania may, per- 
haps, make you ignorant of many things 
which have paſt here of late: at your de- 
parture, MARMILLIO was a Perſon I very 
much eſteem'd ; but ſince that, he has been 
guilty of Imprudences which have alter'd 
the Sentiments I had of him. I ſcarce be- 
lieve any will have ſo little Complaiſance to 
the Will of their Sovercign, as to contri- 
bute to the Promotion of a Man I am re- 
ſolvd to depreſs I hope, therefore, 
that there is nothing in the Report, that you 
intend to add to the too great Poſſeſſions he 
is already Maſter of, by giving him your 
Siſter IRENE, and a large Dowry in Mar- 
riage with her. It would be neither con- 
formable to her Intereſt, or the Duty of a 
Subject, reply d he, with all humility, to 
eſpouſe the Man made wretched by your 
Diſpleaſure; but if fond Love, and the 
weakneſs of her Sex ſhould influence her 
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in behalf of the fallen Marmi1LL10, be 
aſſur d, my Royal Lord, DorasPeE never 
will conſent to ſuch a Match; and if he has 
IRENE, he ſhall take her portionleſs and 
unfriended. That is not all, reſum d the 
Prince, that I expect from one, who, I 
would fain believe, would ſerve me in more 
than an outſide ſhow ; 'twill be . ap 
for his ambitious Aims, that he has married 
the Siſter of DOR ASPE. Whoever IRENE 
chuſes for a Husband, cannot be without 
Support and Friends; and tho' you with- 
hold your Hand or Countenance to his Pro- 
ceedings, there may be others of your Fa- 
mily leſs Dutiful and Loyal I infiſt 
upon it, therefore, that on no Conſideration 
he obtain that Title, and as the only certain 
means of preventing it, you immediately 
diſpoſe of her to ſome one more worthy of 
her Charms. He ſpoke theſe laſt Words 
with ſo much warmth ind vehemence, that 
the other, who very well knew his Diſpoſi- 
tion was ſomewhat Arbitrary, caſily ſaw he 
was in this reſoly'd to be obey'd ; and after 
a little pauſe, To prove, ſaid he, how ſacred 
to DORASPE are all the Commands of his 
Sovereign, there is nothing in my power [I 
would omit. In a late Converſation 
with ARBANES, he propos'd his Son Ex- 
NESTUS ; his Birth indeed but meanly an- 
{ſwers ours, nor is his Fortune equiva- 
lent with what my brotherly Affection has 

deſign d 
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deſign'd to make IRENE miſtreſs of: yet if 
I could prevail upon her, there are Rea- 
ſons, which, with the approbation of your 
Highneſs, would induce me to conſent. 
This was all the Prince waited for; and as 
ſoon as he had done ſpeaking, ERNESTus 
anſwer'd, He has a ſtock of Merit which 
may well excuſe his other Wants ; nor do 
J think that you can find a Man more rich 
in inward Virtues, and intrinſicx Worth. 
They muſt be little acquainted with a' 
Court who do not know that the Depen- 
dants on a Prince's Fayour, think nothin 

too great a Sacrifice to offer for it. Add to 
this, of itſelf a ſufficient Motive, DoRAS PE 
had the certainty of the gratification of his Paſ- 
ſion with EURIDICE 3 ſo that, without any 
further heſitation, he told the Prince that his 
Will ſhould be performed, as ſoon as IRENE 
was returned from viſiting her ſick Mother. 

Thus far every thing went to the ſa- 

tisfaction of ARBANES and ERNESTUS, (who 
promiſed themſelves prodigious Advantages 
by theſe Nuptials) and to the ſecret con- 
tentment of MARMILL1o : But in the midſt 
of thoſe agreeable Reflections, which the 
ready Aſſent of DoRAsPE had given them, 
there aroſe an obſtacle which none of them 
had apprehended. Not all the State and 
Grandeur, which attended this Alliance, 
could charm EUR1DICE from her firſt Vows ; 
the gay and glorious Proſpect had no At- 
ESTA tractions 3 
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trations for her conſtant Wiſhes ; her Vir- 

gin-Heart, with her Virgin. Favours, were 
in the Prince's keeping; and ſhe thought it 
more felicitous to continue in an obſcure 
Life, bleſsd but by ſtealth with his Endear- 
ments, than to blaze out in all the Pomp of 
Wealth and Titles, with any other Man; 
and thought it nobler Pleaſure to indulge 
herſelf in Guilt and ſecret Infamy with him, 
than. ſhare all Honours with a noble Hus- 
band. Inſtead of receiving the news with 
ſatisfaction; when ARBANES told her, that 
every thing was agreed on between Do- 
RASPE and himſe "he expreſſed the moſt 
bitter diſcontent ; reproach'd him as much 
as the Character he bore, and her Obliga- 
tions to him would permit, of Cruclty, and 
want of Tenderneſs, in going about to force 
her Inclinations ; proteſting, that ſhe would 
never make a Sacrifice of herſelf in that man- 
ner; nor would be influenced by any Con- 
ſiderations to beſtow her Perſon where it 
was impoſſible for her to give her Heart. 
It was in vain that both he and ERNESTUS 
urg'd the Advantages of ſuch a Match, and 
ſet before her eyes the Charms of Power 
and Greatneſs : She was not to be moved, 
either by the Pcrſuaſions of the one, or 
the Menaces which the other, on whom ſhe 
from her Childhood had been a dependant, 
made uſe of. But when he repeated to her- 
ſome part of the Converſation he had 100 
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with thePrince, and ſhe found that he alſo had 
approved of it; he, in whoſe Love ſhe had 
ſo much confidence, as to imagine he would 
never be prevail d on to relinquiſh the Ti- 
tle ſhe had given him over her ; ſhe fell into 
Agonics which were very near depriving her 
of her Senſes; ſhe raved, tore her Hair, 
exclaim'd againſt the Perjury and Ingrati- 
tude of THEODORE, and curs'd her own too 
unbelieving Nature, in terms which con- 
firmed ARBANES in what he before ſuſpected, 
that ſhe had been ſeduced by the Inſinua- 
tions of the Prince. Leſs troubled, how- 
ever, at her fall from Virtue, than that the 
fondneſs of her Paſſion made her blind to 
the Intereſt of her Family, in the alliance 
with Doraspe, he took no notice to her 
of the former, but exerted all the Power 
he had over her, both by Blood and Boun- 
ty, to oblige her to conſider the /affer, as 
a reaſonable Woman would do: but find- 
ing that ſhe perſiſted in obſtinacy, and that 
all he ſaid to her ſeem d rather to ſtrengthen 
the Reſolution ſhe had taken of continuing 
in a ſingle Life, he reported her Behaviour 
to the Prince; adding withal, that it was 
only from his own mouth that ſhe would 
believe he had given his conſent for her 
Marriage. Conſcious of what had paſs d 
between them, and the Vows by which he 
had ſeduced, her, fain would he have ſaved 
himſelf the ſhock of bearing in this Af- 
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falt; but finding it was abſolutely neceſ- 
fary, both for the eaſing himſelf of the 
trouble of any future Diſſimulation with 
her, and accompliſhing the Promiſe he had 
made toMARMILL1o, who but by this double 
Marriage could be ſet free from his Contract 
with IRENE, he at laſt conſented to go to 
the Houſe of Ax BANES. Being brought in- 
to the Room where the unhappy Victim 
of his inconſtant Wiſhes ſat, all drown'd in 
tears, and in a poſture which denoted the 
moſt deep Deſpair, Ax BAN ES withdrew, as 
it were out of reſpect, but in reality to 
give him an opportunity of ſaying thoſe 
things to her, which it might not be proper 
he ſhould be witneſs of. The ſad and de- 
jected Air with which ſhe receiv'd him, a 
little mov'd his Soul; and ſitting down by 
her, and taking one of her Hands with a 
Tendemeſs which was not wholly feigned, 
he intreated her to let him know the Caule 
of that Melancholy in which he found her, 
Can you ask that? ſaz4 ſhe. Ah, too lovely 
cruel Prince! let your own Heart inform you: 
Reflect on your late Indifference, your vain 
Excuſes for Abſence ; your Coldneſs when, 
unable to live without your ſight, I forc'd 
myſelf into your preſence. On too ſo- 
lid a foundation, alas! were my Suſpicions 
built, which told me you were falſe, and 1 
undone. Now you confirm even more 
than my worſt fears ſuggeſted ;— without 
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a Bluſh avow Inconftancy, nor ſeek Pre- 
tences for your Change of Humour, bur 
throw me from you as a thing unworthy 
your regard. For by what ſofter Term 
can you call that Conſent, which I am told 
you have given for my Marriage with Do- 
 RASPE? As theſe kind of Reproaches were 
the Salutation he expected from her, ſo he 
had prepared himſelf with Anſwers for 
them. Unjuſt Eur1pice, ſaid he, to cen- 
ſure that as Neglect, which was only caus'd 
by the moſt tender Care. The Prin- 
ceſs began, my Deareſt, to ſuſpect that ſome 
more powerful Call than Buſineſs drew me 
ſo often hither; nor could I have conti- 
nued my frequent Viſits, without prejudice 
to thy Reputation : Our Amour, which I 
would not have told thee but to clear my 
ſelf, is already but too much whiſper'd a- 
mong the Courtiers ; and daily did I expect 
twould reach HYANTHE's ears. — I therc- 
fore denied my longing Wiſhes, for a time, 
the Bleſſing of thy Love, that I hereafter 
might enjoy it fearleſs and ſecure; Yet you 
would give me to another! interrupted ſhe. 
Ah! Prince, how ill do your Actions and 
your Words agree | Have patience, ſweet 
EURIDICE, reſumed he, till you have heard 
me out. I was about to tell you, that I 
thought Heaven, in the Paſſion of Dorasee, 
ſent you the means to make yourſelf and 
me as happy as our mutual Circumſtances 
could 
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could hope: A Wife has many Liberties, 
which in the niccneſs of a Virgin-State are 
not allow'd; and if in new Embraces you 
find not Joys which may utterly obliterate 
thoſe you have taſted in my once happy 
Arms, the Ceremony of Marriage has in 
it no Spell to hinder the Effects of Incli- 
nation. —- I am a Husband, yet love Eu- 
RIDICE ; why then ſhould not ſhe, when 
made a Wife, continue to bleſs her Taeo- 
DORE ? Heavens! cry'd ſhe, how little de- 
licate are the Notions of Mankind! How 
many Chambers do your Hearts contain 
for different Impreſſions and Degrees of 
Paſſion !— But tis not ſo in our too faith- 
ful Sex; one dear Idea takes up all the 
Soul, we have no room to entertain ano- 
ther, and but with ſcorn look down on 
thoſe who would intrude. No, Prince, 
purſued ſhe, 'tis you alone I love ; nor can 
' I think Doraset worthy my regard. I ask 
it not for him, replied the Prince, but would 
wiſh you to have ſo much for yourſelf, as 
not to forfeit the Benefits which this Alli- 
ance offers, for a romantick Whim; a Chi- 
mæra, which has no Being but in a diſtem- 
per d Imagination. — — Caſt your Eyes 
round the Court; nay, examine the gene- 
rality of the married World, you will find 
infinitely more who for Convenience wed, 
than Love. Complaiſance is all that 
now-a-days is expected from a Husband ; and 
good 
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good Conduct, to preſerve her Reputation, 
from'a Wife. 

He then began to repeat to her thoſe 
Arguments which ARBANES and ERNES- 
rus had before made uſe of, to convince 
her of the Joys which Wealth and Gran- 
deur ble(sd the Poſſeſſors of them with; 
but all he could urge on that head being 
ineffectual, he had again recourſe to Diſſi- 
mulation. And finding that ſhe was proof 
againſt all temptations but his Love, he en- 
deavour'd to make it appear, that the only 
way to ſecure hat, was to marry with Do- 
RASPE; Which, he ſaid, by taking away all 
ſuſpicion of their former Amour, would 
ſecure the continuance of it. And percei- 
ving ſhe ſtill ſecm'd to doubt the ſinceri- 
ty of his Paſſion, he omitted nothing which 
might ſerve to aſſure her, that it flamed with 
the ſame ardency as ever. And becauſe 
Words are look'd upon but as poor De— 
monſtrations of a vigorous Affection, he for- 
bore no Actions which might make him 
ſeem poſſeſsd of it. The Impatience he 
had of accompliſhing his Deſign, which he 
found could be done no other way than 
by well-deceiving her, ſupplicd the place 
of amorous Inclination ; and thus agitated, 
ſhe found no difference between the warmth 
of his preſent Careſſes, and thoſe which firſt 
triumph'd o'cr her violated Chaſtity : But 
ſtill accompanying the higheſt Raptures of 
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their mutual Endearments with Expreſſions 


ſuch as theſe My dear EURIDICE ! 
would he cry, Heaven cannot give a Joy 
beyond thec. And then— Could 
I conſent DORASPE ſhould partake theſe Joys 
but to ſecure the poſſeſſion of them to my 
ſelf! Thus, in thoſe very Tranſports 
which one would think ſhould moſt diſ- 

cloſe, and lay open all the Soul, did he dil- 
guiſe the Purpoſes of his; and what was 
the effect of deep Deſign, ſeem'd artleſs 
Tenderneſs, and unbiaſs'd Love. 

How eaſy is it for the darling Object of 
our Affections to perſuade us to almoſt any 
thing, eſpecially when we are made to be- 
lieve the Arguments uſed to ſeduce us, are 
dictated by that Paſſion by which ourſelves 
arc ruled. Rather than be deprived of the 
poſſeſſion of THEoDORE, ſhe conſented to 
be poſſeſsd by Dok Asp E, and aſſured the 
Prince before his departure, that ſhe would 
reccive that Nobleman, when next he vi- 
ſited her, as a Perion ſhe intended to make 
her Husband, 

This Difficulty ſo well got over, a new 
one preſented itſelf; DoRASPE having writ 
to his Siſter concerning the deſign he had 
of marrying her to ERNEsTUs, he recci- 
ved an Antwer from her, which as ſoon 
as he had rcad, he communicated to the 
Prince; the Contcnts of it were as fol- 
lows : | 

To 


r ᷑ũͤͤͤ ... .2 246. a a4 2m 4: @a_ @ TH. A... A 0 * oy. 


( 115 ) 


To DORASPE. 


IS impoſlible for any Heart to be 
ſenſible of a more perfect Pleaſure 
than mine felt, at hearing my deareſt Bro- 
ther was returned in ſafety to Carama- 
nia; I received your welcome Letter with 
all the Tranſports which can attend the 
moſt ſincere Affection: but whatever ſa- 
tistaction the beginning of it afforded me, 
I ſoon found a conſiderable Allay. I know 
not whether my Grief, or my Surprize, 
was moſt predominant, when I came to 
that part of it which acquainted me you 
had made choice of a Husband for me; 
and that the Man you thought worthy of 
that Alliance, was ERNESTUs. Had I re- 
ceived the news from any other hand, I 
ſhould have teſtified my disbelief by my 
diſdain. Nothing but yourſelf could 
have convinced me, that you could ſo far 
forget our Birth, as to look on the Son 
of ARBANES as a fit Match for the Siſter 
of DoRASPE. — To what motive can 1 
aſcribe ſo ſtrange an alteration in your 
Humour ? For fain would I ſuppole it any 
thing rather than Unkindneſs, or a deſire 
of throwing off that Care you have ſo 
often promis'd ſhould end not but with 
Life ; and with which I have been hi- 
therto ſo bleſs'd, that I ne er knew a Fa- 
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ther's Loſs. — - It is with the utmoſt 
Gratitude, Sir! I acknowledge the paſt Be- 
nefits I have received from your brotherly 
Affection and Indulgence; nor ſhould any 
© thing on my part be wanting to teſtify 
the juſt Senſe I have of all your Good- 
nets; not cven in this, the moſt difficult, 
and alſo moſt exceptionable Command 
you could lay on me, would I refuſe 
obedience, were the grant of it in my 
power: But, alas! my Heart has been ſuſ- 
ceptible of a Paſſion, which is too uni— 
verſal not to be forgiven in a, Perſon of 
my Years ——- In fine, MARMILLIO 
has woo'd, and won me; I am his by ſo- 
lemn Contracts we are confirm'd to each 
other by Obligations too ſtrong to be 
diſpenſed with; and to go about. to part 
us, would be to act in oppoſition to all 
the Laws of Heaven and Earth. Bur ! 
have much to ſay to you on this ac- 
count; too much, indced, and too ma- 
terial to be truſted to Paper. I 
ſhall, therefore, defer it till Jam happy 
enough to fee you, which 1 hope will 
be in a few days. — My Mother's 
Indiſpoſition has almoſt left her. 


Soon as her recovery is compleated, I 
will haſten to intreat your pardon for 
having proccedcd thus far without ac- 
In the mean time, I 

hope 


quainting you. 
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hope you will ſuſpend your but too juſt 
Diſpleaſure, and believe me ever, 


Tour moſt Aſfectionate Siſter, 
Ovliged Friend, and 
Obedient Servant, 


IRENE. 


The Prince now found that what Mar: 
MILLIo had told him concerning the Dit- 
poſition of this Lady, was no more than 
truth; but as this was an Impediment, 
which he could not but expect, he was the 
better prepared to oppoſe it. He told Do- 
RASPE, in giving him back the Letter, that 
if the Reſolutions he had lately taken, were 
to be moved by the ill- grounded Paſſion 
of a Woman who knew not her own In- 
tereſt, he muſt not take it unkindly; that 
tho' he made MARMILLIO his Brother, that 
Conſideration would be too weak to pro- 
tet him from his Reſentment. He has 
offended me, ſaid he, in a manner which 
I cannot pardon, without an Injuſtice to my 
ſelf. And if IRENE marries him, tis 
probable that it muſt be in Exile only ſhe 
will have the opportunity to enjoy her Hus- 
band. Theſe words, pronounced with the 
utmoſt Earneſtneſs, join'd to what had been 
ſaid before, and the late Behaviour of the 


Prince to that ſeemingly diſgraced Favourite, 
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made DoRASPE not doubt the ſincerity of 
them, and fearing to become a Partner in 
the Royal Diſpleaſure, forgot nothing which 
might teſtify he merited not to incur it; he 
expreſs'd himſelf in the moſt bitter Terms, 
both againſt MaRMILLIO and IRENE alſo, 
for having entcr'd into an Engagement of 
that nature, without having firſt conſulted 
him; and concluded with repeated Aſſeve- 
rations, that nothing in his power ſhould 
be wanting to make her alter her Reſolu- 
tion, which if ſhe ſtill perſiſted in, he would 
never ſee her more, nor contribute in the 
leaſt to her ſupport. After giving the Prince 
all the Aſſurances he was able, he retired 
to his own Apartment, to prepare a Letter 
for her, which ſhould acquaint her with the 
preſent Poſition of MARMILLIO's Affairs, 
and his own determination, if ſhe conti- 
nued refractory to his Deſigns. 

While MARMILLIO was thus happy in 
the ſincere Endeavours of his Prince to free 
him from IRENE, he was no leſs fortunate 
in his Deſigns on ARILLA ; and in a few 
Hours after the receipt of his, ſhe ſcent him 
the following reply. 


To MARMILLIO. 


Have too much Sincerity in my own 
Nature to believe the contrary in an- 
C e, without very great Appcaranccs ; 
that 
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that there were ſuch on your account,your- 
ſelf confeſſes ; and if you believe I lov'd, 
as I have given but too convincing Proots 
I do, you ſhould have undeceived me 
ſooner; and if there be any thing now 
remaining to make me doubt your Truth, 
'tis, that you ſhould thus long ſuſtain In- 
quietudes, which it was in your power 
ſo eaſily to be freed from, and of which 
you muſt be certain I endur'd at leaſt an 
equal Portion. 
more terrible, than to ſuppoſe Ingrati- 
tude and Falſhood in the Perſon one ſin- 
cerely loves ? To wiſh to hate, yet 
find all the Efforts one can make inef- 
fectual to attain that Paſſion ? All 
this my anxious Soul has labour'd un- 
der; ought I not then to repay it in ſome 
meaſure Should I not make this Re- 
conciliation more difficult to be accom- 
pliſh'd ? And let you know the Tor- 
tures of Suſpence, as I have thoſe of ill- 
requited Love and Tenderneſs abus'd ?— 
Moſt ſure I am, I ought to do ſo; but 
though I am of a Humour nicely juſt to 
others, I am too liable to forget what is 
owing to myſelf: nor have I cnough the 
power of diſguifing the Paſſions of my 
Soul, not to Iet you know that I receive 
this Evidence of your Integrity with a 
Joy, which no Expreſſions of it can make 
you comprehend : but if you are at lei- 
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* ſure this Evening, to make a Viſit at that 
Houſe which was before deſigned our 
Scene of Happineſs, my Behaviour ſhall 
demonftrate with how ardent. a Paſſion 1 
am 


ff 2% 24S 


My Dear MARMILL10O's 
Eternally Deyoted 


\ EY ARILLA. 


Mean and enervate would be all Deſcrip- 
tion of what this now tranſported Lover 
felt, at but the Proſpect of approaching 
Bliſs ; much more, when at the appointed 
time he was in the real Poſſeſſion of it: 
the experienced Reader's Imagination alone 
can do Juſtice to Extaſies, which he will 
own beyond the reach of Words. Buried, 
thereforc, in the tumujtuous Tranſport, let 
us leave him for a while, and return to 
the cnamour'd Prince, who was in daily 
apprehenſion of being ctcrnally depriv'd 
of thoſe Felicitics his Favourite enjoy'd, in 
the ſupremeſt manner that Youth and mu- 

tual Deſire could yield. 

As much as poſlible had he delay 'd his 
Anſwer to the Anatolian Ambaſladors on 
the Buſineſs they were ſent on from their 
King; but no longer being able to find any 
Excuſes to detain them, he was at laſt 
oblig d to deliver his Diſpatches. They 
were now preparing for their departure, 

and 
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and Is MON DA at her wits ends for a Pretence 
to ſtay behind them. HYANTHE had al- 
ready given her conſent, nor could the 
Prince interpoſe, without giving too plain a 
Proof how deeply he was intercſted in it. 
The mclancholy Hours theſe Lovers now 
pals'd together, was proportion'd to the 
height of Happineſs they had enjoy'd, while 
no intruding Fears of ſeparation embittcr'd 
the Extaly of rewarded Tenderneſs. Is- 
MONDA, to her other Vexations, had that 


added of being deprivd of MARMILLIo, 


from whoſe apt Invention and Advice, ſhe 
might have hoped ſome Relief from the pre- 
ſent exigence; ſhe durſt not publickly 
countenance him for fear of diſobliging 
the Prince, with whom ſhe, as well as the 
reſt of the Court, believ'd him in diſgrace : 
and THEODORE was now perpctually with 
her, that ſhe had not an opportunity of cn- 
tertaining him in private. But it was not 
ſo with her impatient Lover; he fail'd not 
to communicate the Misfortunes which 
tarcatcn'd the proſecution of his Love to 
him, and conjure him to uſe his utmoſt 
Efforts for finding out ſome Stratagem by 
which he might preſerve this Darling of his 
Soul. It is not to be doubtcd but that Mar- 
MILLIO cxcrtcd his utmoſt skill to requitc 
the Obligations he had lately recciv'd from 
the Friendſhip of the Prince, and to render 
himſelf worthy of his reſtored Confidence ; 
yet 
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yet could not all his Subtilty find any Expe- 
dient which had the proſpect of Succeſs. 
Never were any Perſons involvd in a 
more perplex'd Dilemma than were theſe 
three; but by what means they were extri- 
cated from it, and who had the Glory of 
inventing it, I ſhall, at another opportuni- 
ty, faithfully relate. 


The End of the Second Part. 


HE Day prefix'd for the depar- 

ture of the Anatolian Ambal- 
ſadors being very near at hand, 
not only THEODORE, but MAR- 
MILLIO alſo, having ſo great 
an Intereſt in preſerving himſelf in the 
Favour he had lately regain'd, were al- 
moſt diſtracted to find, that on cool Con- 
ſideration, every Stratagem that either of 
them could invent for the detaining of Is- 
MONDA, appcar'd impracticable: but tho 
neither of them wanted Cunning nor Arti- 
fice, yet in the Affairs of Love, that Lady 
gave an Inſtance, that no Subtilty can vie 
with that of Woman's, when reſolute to 
obtain her Purpoſe. 

ADRASTUS had a Brother, who, by being 
born ſomeYears before him, depriv'd him of 
a very great Title, hereditary to the elder Sons 
of that Family ; but tho' the Dignity was 
inſeparable from his Birth, there appear'd 
even from his Childhood an incapacity of 
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managing the Eſtate which was to deſcend 
with it; and when arriv'd at maturity, diſ- 
coycr'd ſuch ſtrange Caprices in his Humour, 
as might very well paſs for the effects of 
Idiotiſm or Frenzy: The Father, therefore, 
in his laſt Teſtament, wiſely, bequeath'd his 
Lands to him who ſeem'd moſt worthy of 
them, leaving the other a ſmall Annuity, 
ſufficient indeed to keep him from want, 
but far from a competency of ſupporting 
him in a manner proportionable to the Ho- 
nours of his Rank. CLoTus, for that was 
the Name of this unhappy Nobleman, was 
much leſs conccrn'd tor this Misfortune than 
his Friends were for him; he had no No- 
tions of Grandeur or Reputation, and ha- 
ving it in his power to indulge his Appetite 
in thoſe things he delighted in, which were 
chiefly cating and drinking, not voluptu— 
ouſly, but in larger quantities than is con- 
ſiſtent with Moderation; he little regard- 
ed what the World ſaid of him, or envy'd 
the auguſt Figure of his younger Brother. 
Never had he attempted to diſturb him in 
the peaceable enjoy ments of thoſe Reve- 
nues which were his by Birthright, had not 
the. frequent Importunitics of almoſt as 
many as were acquainted with him, in a 
manner compell'd him to do it; and more 
to get rid of their Admonitions, than to 
gratify any Deſire of his own, he at laſt 
conſented to have recourſe to Law, and put 

ADRAS- 
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Abnasrtis to the proof of the Juſtice of 
their Father's Will. Tedious, and prodi- 
gious expenſive on both ſides was this Con- 
troverſy, the Deciſion lying wholly on the 
Queſtion, If Clotus ought, or ought not to 
be term'd an Idiot. Many ridiculous In- 
ſtances of his Folly were made known in 
Court, but whether ſufficient to bring him, 
ſtrictly ſpeaking, under that denomination, 
the Judges of the Cauſe confeſs'd them- 
ſelves at a loſs, and from time to time de- 
ferr'd their Sentence, and demanded yet 
longer Conſideration, and more ſubſtantial 
Proofs. One very great Reaſon of their 
acting in this manner, one may, without be- 
ing guilty of an Injury to any body, impute 
to the great Intereſt of ADRASTUS; the ap- 
prehenſion of offending the King in the 
Perſon of his Favourite, no doubt, had 
an Influence over thoſe, who from him had 
recciv'd the Power of inſpecting into this 
Affair. To add to this, ADRASTUS was in 
poſſeſſion, CLorus but ſued to be ſo, and 
could not make thoſe preſent Gratifications 
for Favours done him, which his Brother 
cou d. From the generous and obliging 
Diſpoſition of the one, there was every 
thing to be hoped, nothing from the mean 
and degenerate Nature of the other. — 
ADRASTUS had the favour of his Superi— 
ors, and was belov'd by his Equals; CLoTUS 
kept no Company but with thoſe beneath 
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him, delighting himſelf only in vulgar 
Converſation, and ſuch, as having a depen- 
dance on him, bore with his Caprices, and 
humour'd his Folly, The moſt diſintereſted 
part of Mankind confeſs'd the excellent 
Qualifications of ADRASTUS merited more 
than he enjoy'd, and the greateſt Sticklers 
for Hereditary Right, could not forbear 
avowing that thcy thought it a great pity 
that CLorus had that Plea. All theſe 
Conſiderations, together with the unuſual 
prolongation of the Proceſs, oblig'd ſome 
of the greateſt Men in the Kingdom to in- 
terpoſe between them, and endeavour to 
bring both the Brothers to terms of Accom- 
modation. ADRASTUS was prevail d on to 
double the Annuity left by his Father's Will; 
and the other having, beſides his natural 
averſion to Buſineſs, experiencd thoſe 
Wants as well as Fatigues which attend a 
neceſſitous Proſecution, was glad, at any 
rate, to drop it, and readily accepted the 
Propoſals made to him by the Mediators. 
Thoſe who had flatter'd themſelves with the 
hope of making Fortunes out of the Eftate 
when in the poſſeſſion of CLorus, finding 
their Deſigns defeated by this Agreement, 
went another way to work, which was to 
perſuade him to marry : they knew that if 
he had a Son born in Wedlock, all the Pre- 
tences which ADRASTUS cou'd make, would 
not be look'd upon as ſufficient to debar 14 
Chil 
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Child from inheriting the Eſtate of his An- 
ceſtors ; and to that end, Women were in- 
troduced to his Acquaintance, adorn'd and 
recommended to him in ſuch a manner, 
as they thought moſt likely to win him to 
their purpoſe : More than once was he v 
near falling into the Snare prepar'd for him, 
and it was as much as all the good Manage- 
ment of ApRASTUS could do, to fave him 
from becoming the Husband of one who 
liv d by Proſtitution, and was brought to 
him by ſome of thoſe Creatures he made 
choice of for Companions, as a Lady of 
Quality. 

In this poſture ſtood the Affair, when 
ISMONDA left the Kingdom of Anatolia ; 
and having learned from the Lords ſent in 
Embaſly, that there had been little Altera- 
tion ſince her Departure : Love, ingenious 
in Invention, help'd her, out of this, to 
form a plauſible Excuſe for delaying her 
return, The Head of the Magi (which are 
a ſort of ſecular Prieſts, who, by their 
Function, are deny'd to marry) being late- 
ly dead, ſhe told the Prince that he muſt 
reſerve that Honour for a Friend of hers, 
who ſhe would ſend for to receive it : And, 
ſaid ſhe, becauſe I know ſuch high Places 
are not conferred without ſome view of 
Intereſt, even by the Sovereign himſelf, I 
will offer a Bribe, which I hope my deareſt 
THEODORE will not think an inconſiderable 

one: 
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one: It is, purſued ſhe, looking on him 
with Eyes Shih ſeem'd ſtreaming with 
Deſire, the Aſſurance of continuing thoſe 
Joys, you ay, are in my power to give. 
The amorous' Prince could not hear that 
ſhe had even a thought of tarrying with 
him, without expreſſing himſelf in terms 
the moſt rapturous and endearing: but giv- 
ing truce to them much ſooner than elle 
he would have done, to ask how the grant 
of what ſhe demanded could be of ſervice 
ro their Love ; ſhe gratity'd his impatient 
Curioſity, by letting him into the Diſpo- 
ſition of CLorus, and the continual Fears 
ADRASTUS- was involvd in on the account 
of that unhappy Brother, leſt he ſhould be 
prevail'd on to marry to the Diſgrace of 
their noble Family, and the Ruin of his 
Hopes. She then named CLorus as the Per- 
ton ſhe deſir'd ſhould be chief of the Magi 
in Caramania: J know not, ſaid ſhe, if 
he will accept ir, but my appearing as an 
Interceſſor gives me an Excuſe for ſtaying, 
which will be leſs ſuſpected than any I can 
make.— 'T would be endleſs to repeat 
the Retributions made her by the tranſport- 
ed Prince, for this Teſtimony of the zea- 
lous Inclinations ſhe had to remain with 
him; he praisd her Love, her Wit, the 
Obligations he had to her, in terms which 
demonſtrated the Senſe he had of them. 
Never had he been more charm'd with her 
than 
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than at this inſtant, and never had ſhe re- 
ceived more ardent Proofs of the Sincerity 
of his Paſſion, than thoſe which he now 
gave her. Their mutual Extaſy indulged, 
they began to conſult in what method they 
ſhould proceed in this Affair, ſo as the turn 
might not appear too quick, and render 
the Deſign of it liable to Conjecture: and 
it Was e that HYANTHE ſhould 
in this, as ſhe had been in every thing 
elle, be made the Property. IsxONDa, 
after preparing her by ſome neceſſary 
Profeſſions of Tenderneſs and Friendſhip, 
ſhould entreat her to ſollicit her Husband 
for this Place for CLorus; which he at laſt 
ſhould grant, tho with a kind of Reluc- 
tance, and, as it were, wholly to oblige 
the Princeſs. Is MON DA doubted not of ſuc- 
ceeding with that eaſy-temper'd Lady, who 
ſhe knew would take her deſires of ſtaying 
in Caramanta, as the Effect of Love to her; 
and as ſoon as that Exceſs of Fondneſs, with 
which at this time both ſeem'd animated, 
would give them leave to ſeparate, ſhe went 
to the royal Apartment to put in execution 
the Stratagem ſhe had contriv'd; and he 
retir d to his Cloſet, where he ſent for Mar- 
MILLIO, not only to communicate to him 
the Kindneſs of IsMoNDA, but alſo to diſ- 
courſe with him on other Affairs of almoſt 
equal moment to his Peace. 


He 


v 


„ 

He imparted to him the Converſation 
he had with Dor As PE, and the Contents 
of the Letter IRENE had ſent to him; on 
which it was agreed, that, to give the greater 
Air of Reality to the pretended Animoſity 
between them, MARMILL1o ſhould with- 
draw from Court for a ſmall time, whiſper- 
ing among his Acquaintance, before his De- 
parture, that he had received a private Or- 
der for that purpoſe. The time alſo being 
near arrived in which LUTETIA expected 
to be deliverd of her Burthen, it was 
judged convenient that ſhe ſhould be re- 
moved to a greater diſtance, and that MaR- 
MILLIo ſhould continue viſiting her, and 
carry on the Deccit till after her Delivery, 
leſt the knowledge of her Misfortune, 
join'd to the Mclancholy of her preſent 
Condition, ſhould throw her into a De- 
{pair which might make her forget every 
thing, except the Wrong ſhe had ſuſtain'd, 
and drive her to ſome Extravagance which 
might unravel all; but that as ſoon as ſhe 
was recover'd, he ſhould, in as gentle terms 
as the Buſineſs would allow of, acquaint 
her with the Truth, and endeavour to make 
her ſenſible, that whatever Faults a Prince 
was guilty of, he was accountable only to 
the Gods: and if ſhe was no longer ca- 
pable of contributing to the Pleaſure of 
her Sovereign, it was only her own III- 
fortune ſhe muſt accuſe, and that it was 
| OP. the 


( 14 ) 
the Duty of a u . to ſtudy Obedience 
and a patient Reſignation. You muſt ex- 
pect, ſaid TnEODORE, when firſt you urge 
theſe Arguments, only ſuch Anſwers to 
them as are dictated by the extremeſt Rage 
but when Paſſion has had time to cool, 
ſhe will conſider, that to appear contented 
will be of the moſt advantage to her Re- 
putation, and that to make a ſhow of be- 
ing otherwiſe, will be of no ſervice, ei- 
ther to retrieve the Heart {he no longer has 


Charms to retain, or Power to reſcnt the 


Diſappointment, ſince given by a hand 
whence therc is no appeal. 

There was nothing he cominandell that 
this obedient Favourite did not readily pro- 
miſe, and doubred not but he ſhould be 
able to take ſuch effectual Meaſures with 
LUTETIA, as ſhould prevent her from ever 
being troubleſome to him; nor did he find 
the leaſt Reluctance in any thing he was 
to do, but that of leaving ARILLA, of 
whom he as yet continu d paſſionately fond; 
but the Neceſſity of his own Affairs with 
IRENE, requiring the imaginary Dit- 
grace to be carry'd on with the utmoſt Cau- 
tion, gave him no room to make an Ob- 
jection to the Propoſal of his Prince; who 
aſſuring him, that as ſoon as he had brought 
about the Marriage of DorasPe and Eu- 
RI Ick, ERNESTUS and IRENE, he would 
in publick teſtify the Friendſhip he now 
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bore = in ſecret; they embraced: and 
parted. 

: But with what Agonies of Mind the fond 
ARILLA received the news of her Lover's 
Baniſhment, is ſcarce to be imagined ; he 
endeavour'd to comfort her in vain, ſhe 
gave way to the Violence of her Grief, 
ſhe fear d for him and for herſelf ; ſhe 
trembled, leſt the Rage of an offended So- 
vercign ſhould procecd yet farther ; ſhe knew 
not but he might be going to an eternal 
Exile, or perhaps be permitted to return, 
but on terms more cruel. She doubted 
alſo the Force of her own Charms, and 
could not flatter herſelf with an Aflurance, 
that in abſence they would maintain their 
Power. Nothing could be more ten- 
der and moving, than were her Adjurations 
of Fidelity, nor than the Imprecations he 
made, if ever he prov'd falſe. Loving 
her with ſo real a Paſſion as he at that 
time did, it was as much as he could do to 
reſtrain himſelf from letting her into the 
whole Myſtery of his pretended Baniſh- 
ment; and had it not been that the Se- 
cret of his Prince was mingled with his 
own, tis probable he had given her that 
Demonſtration, how much his Soul was 
hers, He told her, however, the Place 
of his delign'd Retreat, aſſuring her he would 
write frequently, and entreating ſhe would 
be as punRual in her Anſwers. 


Having 
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Having taken his farewell of AxILLA, 


he went to LUTET1A, who believing every 


thing he did, was causd by the Care the 
Prince had of her Reputation, made no 
Objections to her removal; which MaR- 
MILLIO contriv'd to be to a place, where 
there was no Company among whom it 
was ſuppos'd ſhe could make a Confidante. 
Then, after having taken a ſolemn leave of 
all his Friends, he departed on his volunta- 
ry Baniſhment. 

This ſeeming Diſpleaſure of the Prince, 
againſt a Man who had been ſo publickly 
known his greateſt Favourite, occafion'd. 
much Speculation among the Courtiers; 
ſome imputed the Cauſe to one thing, ſome 
to another, but not one among them had 
any ſuſpicion of the Truth. ISMON DA was 
extremely ſurpriz'd at it, and more than 
once intreated to be inform'd of what was 
ſo puzzling to every body; but THEoDORE, 
(as by what has been ſaid of his Behaviour to 
EvURIDICE, may caſily be believ'd) knew 
how, in the midſt of Raptures, to preſerve 
Diſcretion, and would not ſuffer himſelf 
to be prevail'd on to explain the Myſtery, 
evading giving any direct anſwer to the In- 
terrogatories ſhe made him; and only told 
her, that he found him too preſuming on 
the familiarity with which he had treated 
him, and forbad him the Court to let him 
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ſee he ſtood in no need of that Service on 
which he had too much valu'd himſelf. Is- 
MoN pA, whoſe Suſpicions of EURIDIcE 
were not yet extinct, ſet it down in her own 
Mind for a certainty, that he was diſcarded 
for no other reaſon than to make room for 
ARBANES, becauſe that was the only Mo- 
tive which ſhe imagin'd the Prince would 
have conceal'd from her. The Advice, how- 
e er, that MaRMILL1o had given her, to- 
gether with the intended Marriage of her 
Rival, enabled her to refrain giving any 
marks of ſealouſy; and percciving all the 
Diſcourſe of MARMILLIO was unwelcome, 
the torbore to ſpeak any more of him till a 
fitter opportunity ſhould offer for an at- 
tempt to make his Peace, which ſhe very 
much wiſh'd to bring about, believing him 
wholly in her Intereſt, and that ſhe might in 
him have a vigilant Obſerver of the Prince's 
Actions. 

Thus was Deceit either to attain or con- 
ceal their ſeveral Deſigns, on every. fide 
made uſe of, The Princeſs and DoRAsPE 
were the only Perſons made Propertics of, 
without returning the Impoſition; the for- 
mer of them truly loving ISMONDA, was 
glad of an opportunity to detain her, with- 
gut obliging her to infringe the Duty of her 
matrimonial Vow, and with the utmoſt Good- 
Nature, and Singerity, aſſured her ſhe 


would 
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would exert her Intereſt with the Prince for 
conferring on CLoTus the Honour, ſhe re- 
queſted for him. - And the other, wholly 
taken up and devoted to the Charms of 
EVURIDICE, had not leiſure to inſpect into 
the ſecret Reaſons which moy'd the Prince 
to appear ſo zealous for the marriage of 
ERNESTUS. with IRENE; and the Baniſh- 
ment of MARMILL1o, confirming what the 
Prince had told him, he thought it alſo 
as much to the prejudice of IRENE herſelf, 
to think of him for a Husband, as the ma- 
king him ſo, would be to the accompliſh- 
ment of his own Deſigns on EURIDICE. 
He therefore wrote to her a ſecond time, 
acquainting her with the preſent poſture of 
Affairs; and mingling ſome Menaces with 
his Perſuaſions, to oblige her to conſent to 
that which he imagin'd was the only means 
to eſtabliſh both his and her own Happineſs. 
IsSMON DA was all this while buſily em- 
ploy'd in her Sollicitations for the Brother of 
ADRASTUS ;' there was no body who ſeem'd 
to have any Intereſt with the Prince or 
Princeſs, that ſhe did not engage to back her 
Interceſſions: but the former, as was 
agreed between them, ſtill evaded any po- 
ſitive determination, and continued neither 
granting, nor refuſing, till the Eve before 
that Day in which the Ambaſſadors were to 
depart from Caramania. .They waited on 
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her at her Apartment, to know her Reſo- 
lution concerning accompanying them; to 
which ſhe reply d, That being negotiating an 
Affair of the greateſt Importance to her 
Husband, which not being yet accom- 
pliſh'd, ſhe could not, without an irrepara- 
ble detriment to theit mutural Intereſt, leave 
it in Suſpence: but intreated they would 
deliver a Letter to him, the Contents whete- 
of were in this manner. 
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To wy dear AprASTuS. 


OW griev d m 1 chat I cant 
© give the Proof of my Love and 
< Puty which you require of me, without 
being guilty of a Prejudice to your Intereſt, 
* which would be more unpardonable than 
the ſeeming Unkindneſs of this Abſence. 
My faithful Heart, ever anxious for your 
< caſe, has found the means, I hope, to 
put an eternal period to thoſe Apprehen- 
* ſions you have long labour'd under, of the 
* Marriage of your degencrate Brother, 
Among the unnumber d Obligations I have 
* xeceiv'd from the goodneſs of our excellent 
* Princeſs, ſhe has taken the Affair between 
you and CLorus into Conſideration, and 
made it the Buſineſs of many days, to ſol- 
* licite her Royal Conſort for providing 
f for him in a manner which will * take 


away, 
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away, but rather add to the Honour of his 
illuſtrious Birth, and at the ſame time 
rid you of thoſe Fears you are continually 


involved in on his account. The Head 
of the Magi is lately dead, and that our 
Brother may ſucceed him, ſhe exerts her 
utmoſt Intereſt ; the Grant is not yet ab- 
ſolutely given, but I am in daily expecta- 
tion of the Prince's acceding to what 
ſhe ſo earneſtly deſires of him. should 
I leave Caramania till this is quite com- 
pleated, enough there are who would uſe 
their utmoſt endeavours to make an ad- 
vantage of my abſence for procuring the 
Honours which attend this Poſt, either for 
themſelves or Friends. Judge now, my 
for- ever-lovd ApRAsTUs, if you have 
reaſon to accuſe me of want of Tender- 
neſs, when all my Thoughts are taken up 
with ſtudy ing your Felicity: be you as 
careful on your part, and inſpire ſuch 
Notions into the Breaſt of CLoTUs, as 
ſhall make him willing to receive a Fa- 
vour ſo advantageous for himſelf, and 
which fixes you in ſo entire a Security 
from any future Troubles on his ſcore.— 
I ſhall ſay nothing in return to what you 
ſeem to hint at, of the little Artifices made 
uſe of by ſome baſe Detractors, to blaſt 
my Reputation; my Conduct will ſuffi- 
ciently vindicate my Innocence to the diſ- 
intereſted World, as the nobler Proofs 1 
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Are my Tenderneſs, wits I * ſatisfy 
vou, that Iam, 


With the utmoſt Stncerity, 
My dear ADRASTUS, 
Your truly Affectionate Wife, 
Faithful Friend, 
and moſt Obedient Servant, 
ISMONDA 


P. S. Soon as the Affair of CLorus 
© can be accompliſh'd, and he is arriv'd in 
* Caramania, and ſettled in his Poſt, ex- 
< pet to receive a Wife; who, by the 
< Teſtimonies ſhe gives you of her Concern 
* foryou in abſence, ought more to endear 
© herſelf to your Affections and Eſteem, 
© than by all the little Fondneſſes of her 
* Sex when preſent. Once more, deareſt 
of Mankind, Adicu. 


SCarce ever had ISMonDA known a greater 
Contentment, than that ſhe felt at ſeeing 
theſe Ambaſſadors depart without her ; nor 
could any thing have afforded more feli- 
citous Reflections to THEODORE : a while 
did both enjoy an uninterrupted Scene of 
Pleaſure, but Fortune, to let them ſee her 
Power was abſolute, raiſed them up new 
Troubles, at a time when they thought 
themſelves moſt ſecure. 

ARI. 
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ARIDANOR was one of the chief of the 
Caramanian Lords, and on the account of 
his high Birth, vaſt Poſſeſſions, and perſonal 
Accompliſhments, was held in the greateſt 
eſteem of any of the Noblemen of that 
Principality, He had been married ſome 
Years to a Lady whom his Inclination only 
had raiſed to that Honour, ſhe being far 
inferior to him in Extraction, and the Goods 
of Fortune: they had liv'd together in a 
perfect Amity, nor was there any thing in 
his Behaviour which denoted the leaſt De- 
viation from that Eſteem, which led him 
firſt to make choice of her for a Wife : 
But how uncertain is the Heart of Man? 
On how weak a Foundation is the Happi- 
neſs of that Woman built, which depends 
upon the Faith of that inconſtant and ever- 
yarying Sex? The once-admired Beauties of 
BARSINA, for that is the Name of his Wife, 
were forgot in the Reflection of thoſe Is- 
MONDA ſeem'd poſſeſsd of; and tho, in 
reality, leſs lovely than the other, to the 
chang d Humour of ARI DA NOR appear d 
beyond compare. Long had he in ſecret 
languiſh'd; her Character and Behaviour 
ſtruck him with an Awe, which would not 
ſuffer him to reveal his Paſſion; and, difh- 
cult as it is to ſmother Deſire, he con- 
cealed his ſo well, that even the Fair In- 
ſpirer was ignorant of the Conqueſt ſhe 
had gain'd: but with what * 


* 
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Inquietudes he obtain'd this Maſtery over 
himſelf, thoſe only who have felt the like, 
are capable of conceiving: tho hopeleſs of 
Succeſs, the buſy Flame would not, how- 
ever, ſuffer him to reſt; he was a diligent 
Obſerver of all the Words and Actions of 
Is MON DAI; he had Spies about her where- 
ever ſhe went, and to watch about her A- 
partment, and bring him Intelligence of 
whatever Viſits ſhe received. Vet ſo cautious 
was ſhe in her Amour, that for a great 
while his Aſſiduity ſervd but more to con- 
firm him in the Opinion the whole Court 
had of her Virtue ; and he was about giv- 
ing over the vain Purſuit of finding any 
thing which might encourage him to hope 
ſhe had the leaſt Propenſity to intrigue, 
when Chance preſented him with a Diſ- 
covery, which not all his Induſtry could 
ſupply him with. 

The Evening before the Departure of 
the Anatolian Ambaſſadors, the Princeſs 
gave a ſplendid Entertainment and Ball at 

er own Apartment: ARIDANOR was one 
of the invited Gueſts; and never had he 
thought IS MõG N DA more lovely, than he did 
that night. Among the dazling Aſſembly 
of Beauties, which ſeem'd each to ſtrive 
who ſhould excel her fair Cotemporaries in 
Magnificence of Apparel, and Blaze of 
ewels, ſhe alone attracted his Eyes; and, 
ike the Sun, with a ſuperior Brightneſs, c- 

clipſed 


7 


( 141 ) 
clipſed the Shine of any other Charms. 
It being cuſtomary in. ſuch places, for the 
young Ladies and Noblemen to retire now 
and then in little Parties into the adjacent 
Rooms, in order to entertain one another 
with greater freedom than was becoming 
in the royal Preſence ; ARIDANOR, not 
to ſeem particularly grave, did as he ſaw 
others do, and as himſelf had been uſed 
to behave, but always took the opportunity 
of going when ISMONDA was abſent : but 
having more Inclination to indulge his own 
Reflections, than enter into any Converſation 


which would deprive him of the pleaſure 


of contemplating the Beauties of ISMONDA, 
he withdrew into a Room which he ſaw 
entirely free from Company; and throwing 
himſelf into an eaſy Chair, gave a looſe to 
Thought, and to the labouring Diſquiets 
of his o'cr-burthen'd Soul. But he had not 
been there many moments, before he ſaw 
IsMonDa paſs ſwiftly by him: he follow'd 
her with his Eyes, and 'tis probable had 
done ſo with his Steps, had he not ſeen the 
Prince, who, on ſome occaſion, was juſt 
then coming out of the Drawing-room ; 
and meeting ISMoNDA, cry d to her in a 
low Voice, yet loud enough for the aſto- 
niſhed Liſtner to hear, My Angel! my ever- 
laſting Charmer! how infinitely furpaſiing 
all thy Sex beſide is thy Perfection! A 
tender Preſſure of her Hand, and languiſh- 
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ing Glance accompany'd this Expreſſion; 
and perhaps had been ſucceeded by others 
of the ſame nature, if the ſame Inſtant a 
Crowd of Gentlemen had not been com- 
ing that way. ARIDANOR follow'd ISMON- 
DA, unſeen by her, into the Drawing-room, 
more perplexed and confounded in his 
Mind, than can be well imagined ; he ſeat- 
ed himſelf oppoſite to her, and could not 
look on her, without the Confuſion of his 
Thoughts ſhowing itſelf as viſibly in his 
Face, as would have appear'd in hers, had 
ſhe been ſenſible of the Diſcovery he had 
made; but Security ſupplying the place of 
Innocence, ſhe look'd not guilty, becauſe 
not conſcious ſhe was thought ſo. 
Never did Paſſions war with greater Vehe- 
mence, than in the Boſom of this amazed 
Lover He found 'twas true that the a- 
dorable Object of his Affections was not 
inſenſible of an amorous Inclination; but 
then he found alſo they were already de- 
voted, devoted to a Prince, whoſe Proper- 
ty it was a kind of Treaſon to invade.— 
Tho' there had not been time for her to 
reply in words to that tender Salutation with 
which THEoODORE had accoſted her, yet he 
eaſily perceiv d by her manner of receiving 
it, as well as by the Air with which he 
ſpoke, that he was not a Lover in the ſtate 
of Hope, but of Poſſeſſion. He now ex- 
perienced the Pangs which jealous Rage in- 
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flicts; and this. Diſcovery being far from 
making any abatement in his Paſſion, what 
he endured, is ſcarce to be conceiy'd. 
The' natural Courage of his Sex, however, 
got at laſt the Victory over the meaner E- 
motions with which he had been agitated : 


and no longer being poſleſs'd by that 
Awe which had hitherto reſtrain'd him from 
declaring himſelf, he reſolved to do it the 
firſt opportunity which ſhould offer ; and 

tho' almoſt hopeleſs of Succeſs, imagin'd he 
ſhould find ſome Eaſe in giving vent to the 
ſecret Anguiſh of his Soul. Being fixed in 
this Determination, he kept continually a- 
bout the Court ; and inſtead of viſiting at 
the Prince's Apartment, as he was accuſ- 
tomed to do, he now paid all his Devoirs 
at that of the Princeſs. There he every 
day ſaw ISMONDA, talk'd to her in general 
Converſation with other Ladies, but for a 
great while endeavour'd in vain the means 
of entertaining her alone. The Diſappoint- 
ment was indeed in great meaſure owing 
to himſelf; for ever ſince he had been ſen- 
ſible of her Amour with the Prince, he 
had taken leſs pains to conceal the Inclina- 
tions he had for her ; no more with diſtant 
humble Reverence did he approach her, 
with fierce Deſire his ſparkling Eyes now 
blazed. All his Diſcourſe was on 


the Force of Love, and in her preſence 
breathed nothing but the wanton God. 
r IS Not 
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Not one who heard him but plainly ſaw 
the Agitations with which he was poſſeſs d, 
and ſome there were, who wiſhed them- 
ſelves the occaſion. —lIlsMonpDa preſently 
perceived the change of his Behaviour, and 
alſo that it was to her own Charms he 
owed this Transformation ; but tho ſhe was 
not without ſome ſhare of that Vanity 
which is accounted inherent to the Sex, 
755 could not be greatly diſobliged at the 
t ſhe had made, yet ſhe deſir d no 
other Confirmation of it, than what ſhe re- 
ceived in publick : for which reaſon, ſhe 
always carcfully avoided bcing left alone 
with him, not doubting, by the freedom of 
his Carriage to her before all the Court, 
but that he would have Temerity enough, 
the firſt opportunity which preſented itſelf, 
to declare in words that Paſſion which his 
ſpeaking Looks had already ſufficiently 
made her acquainted with. Whenever ſhe 
met him in the Drawing-room, ſhe either 
kept cloſe to the Princeſs, or ſeem d buſy 
in diſcourſe with ſome other Ladies; and 
when he came to viſit her, was either de- 
ny'd, or receivd him in company, who ſhe 
oblig'd to out-ſtay him : but nothing 1s im- 
poſſible to the bold and daring ; in ſpite of 
all her Caution, ſhe was oblig' d, at laſt, to 
hear his Pretenſions, and to hear him in a 
manner more alarming than ſhe could havc 
expected or imagin d.— He went one 
Eve n- 
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Evening to her Apartment; and thoſe At? 
tendants who were generally waiting in the 
outward Rooms, and from whom he had 
ſometimes received Anſwers, no way ob- 
liging to his Deſires, happening to be all 
our of the way, he paſsd directly to that 
where {he generally reccived thoſe who 
came to viſit her: but finding it entirely 
free from Company, went boldly through * 
it into her Bed- chamber, where ſhe was fit- | | 
ting in a careleſs poſture with a Book in her ul 
hand, which ſhe ſeem'd to be peruſing with 
a great deal of attention. She {aw him not 

at his firſt entrance, and it would have af- 
forded him an infinite Satisfaction, to have 

ſtood obſerving her thus unperceiy'd by her, 

but the difficulty he had found to get an 
opportunity ſuch as this, made him conſi- 

der there was no time to be loſt; and 
walking haſtily up to her, May I preſume, 
Madam, ſaid he, to ask the Subject of 

your Entertainment ? She bluſh'd and ſtarted 

at his unexpected Preſence ; but recovering 
herſelf immediately from the Confuſion 
which the ſight of him had involy'd her in, 

You ſeem in little need, my Lord, reply'd 

ſhe, of an Apology for a Demand ſuch as 

this, when you make none for entring my 
private Lodgings without permiſſion, or 
even 'letting me know -you intended me 

the honour of a Viſit. She ſpoke theſe 
Words with an Air of ſo much reſent— * 
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ment, as left him no room to doubt ſhe 
gueſs'd the purpoſe of his coming, and had 
been ſufficient to have deterred a Lover leſs 
prepar'd with Reſolution from proceeding 
further. Nor could all the Courage he had 
muſter'd up for this Encounter, enable him 
to endure the Severity of her Looks, with- 
out being a little daunted; but re- aſſuring 
himſelf as much as poſſible, I have too of- 
ten, reply d he, been repulſed in my De- 
ſires of a private Interview, not to have 
experienced of how little ſervice my Sub- 
miſſions are: I therefore now come arm d 
with all the boldneſs of deſpairing Love, 
to tell you, that tho your Cruelty ſhould ren- 
der me the moſt wretched of created Beings, 
it cannot have the power to leſſen my Ado- 
ration of you, nor make me ceaſe to de- 
monſtrate the Influence your Charms has 
oer me, by all the ways which raging Paſ- 
ſion can invent. Tis well, my Lord, 
reſumed ſhe, with the moſt haughty Azr 
ſhe was able to put on, and you think this 
fit Diſcourſe for the Husband of BARSINA 
to the Wife of AprRasTUS? True, Madam, 
anſwered he briskly, we both arc married, 
but I believe neither of us are ignorant e- 
nough to imagine that Ceremony a ſuffi- 
cient Bar to put a ſtop to the Effects of 
Inclination. When Heaven form'd an 
Angel like IS MON DA, continued he, 
ſaftning his Voice, and taking one of a 

and 
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Hands in ite f her Efforts to hinder 
him, it deſign'd her not a private Bleſſing, 
an unfivald Poſſeſſion would be a Joy 
too mighty for mortal Man to bear; nor 
would almighty Wiſdom have given you 
theſe: Charms to blaſt a thouſand Eyes, 
while one alone revels and basks in envy'd 
Enjoyment.— — No, you were created 
for delight, born to receive and to confer 
it in the moſt ſublime degree, and cannot, 
if you would, be cruel, where Love and 
Merit jointly plead for favour. To 
the latter of theſe Requilites, I have indeed 
no title; but ſure the abundance of the 
former may, in ſome part, attone for that 
Deficiency, and the other let your Com- 
paſſion ſupply.——— O IMonDa! cryd 
he, throwing himſelf at once upon her Bo- 
ſom, I cannot live without you, the burn- 
ing Paſſion of my impaticnt Soul no longer 
will brook Reſtraint. I muſt have 
eaſe or die. That ſhe ſuffered him to 
proceed thus far uninterrupted, was owing 
only to that mixture of Surprize and Rage, 
which the unlook d- for Preſumption he 
was guilty of enflam'd her with, and for 
ſome moments ſtopp'd the utterance of her 
Words : ſhe recover'd herſelf from the for- 
mer but juſt timely enough to prevent him 
from taking any greater Liberties with her, 
than Modeſty would admit; and the Vio- 
lence of her Indignation giving her a lar- 
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ger ſhare of Strength. than ordinary, - ſhe 
unlooſed herſelf from his Embrace, and 
ſtarting from the place in which ſhe had 
been ſiting —— How can you, dare you 
treat me in this manner? /az4 ſhe; O that 
ADRASTUS were here, and witneſs of the Af. 
front! She was able to bring out no more, 
bur ſeem'd half ſuffocated with the riſing 
Paſſions. The Abſence of a Husband is in- 
deed, anſwered he, no ſmall Encourage- 
ment for a Lover ; but perhaps his Preſence 
might not at all times be ſo welcome as 
now. As he pronounced theſe Words, his 
very Eyes ſpoke Satyr, as well as his Tongue, 
and made Is ON DA know he had a © ſecret 
meaning in them, which ſhe wiſh'd, yet 
dreaded to diſcover : But concealing her 
Diforder as much as ſhe could, It is not 
always 10 neceſſary, ( ſaid ſhe:) Nor ſo con- 
venient, (rejoin'd he immediately.) But to 
rake part with ADRASTUS, is not the Buſi- 
of ARI DAN OR; as to accuſe the Object of 
his Deſires, would ill become a Lover. In 
ſpeaking this, he turn'd haſtily from her, 
as ſhe thought with a deſign to leave the 
Room ; bur vaſtly different were his Inten- 
tions: he found there was little to be hoped 
for the gratification of his Paſſion by En- 
treatics; and thinking he had already done 
roo much to be forgiven, reſoly'd. to make - 
himſelf amends for the long Pains he had 
endured in the concealment of his Wiſhes, 


and 
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and alſo to revenge himſelf on a Coyneſs 
which he knew was not univerſal :!=———. 
and giving a ſudden Jump to the Door, 
made it faſt immediately, and return'd to 
ISMoNDA and caught her in his Arms, be- 
fore ſhe had time either to prevent him, 
or ring the Bell for any of her Atten- 
dants to come in. In vain were all her 
Strugglings, in vain her Menaces, he re- 
garded not her Reproaches nor Remon- 
ſtrances; and though the higher roſe his 
amorous Rage, the more tempeſtuous her 
Indignation grew, he delay'd any Endca- 
vours to abate it, till the Fury of his own 
ſhould be allay'd. She rayed, ſhe tore, did 
all that Woman could : but alas! it was 
not in the power of her own Strength to 
ſave her, and ſhe was juſt on the point of 
falling a Victim to the Fierceneſs of his un- 
governable Paſſion, when ſome Ladies com- 
ing to viſit her, LYSET TA her favourite Wo- 
man not knowing any body was in the 
Room with her, and imagining ſhe was 
fallen aſleep, knock d pretty loudly at the 
Door: For Heaven's ſake, cry'd IsMonDa, 
when ſhe heard it, ſuffer me not to be ex- 
poſed retire into my Cloſet for a mo- 
ment, that it may not be known you have 
attempted me in this manner. AR1DA- 
Nox could not refuſe giving her this Proof 
of his Reſpect, and went into his conceal- 
ments tho' not without ſome Curſes on 
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the Interruption 3 which, however; he was 
reſolv'd to repair, after the departure of 
thoſe who had given it him. The diſorder 
ISMoNDA was in, made her little capable of 
receiving Company; and tho ſhe rejoic'd it 
was no other Perſon than LysETTA at the 
Door, yet was ſhe vex'd, that having not 
given Orders to be deny'd, ſhe was oblig'd 
to ſee theſe Ladies in this diſcompoſure of 
her Temper. Setting herſelf in as much 
order as the time would admit, ſhe went 
into her Drawing-room where her Gueſts i im- 
patiently expected her approach; in the 
hurry of her Thoughts, forgetting to take 
the Key out of the Cloſet- door where AR1- 
DANOR was hid. 

LYSETTA ſtay'd not long in thi Cham- 
ber after ISMONDA had left it, and one of 
the inferior Servants hapning to come in to 
look for ſomething ſhe had miſplacd, un- 
luckily for her Lady's Reputation, went to 
ſearch for it in that Cloſet ; ſhe no ſooner 
2 the Door, than Ax IDA NOR think- 

ing it was ISsMoN DA, bolted out n her. 

The ſight of a Man in that place, made her 
give a great Shriek, which alarming the 
Family, ſome of them ran up to know what 
had occaſion d it; but before they cou d get 
into the Chamber, ARI DANOoR had Preſence 
enough of mind to throw the Wench à 
Purſe of Guincas, and bidding her be ſe- 
cret, withdrew into his Cell, and * the 


Door 
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Door faſt on the inſide. Several Interroga- 
tories being put to the Maid, who could not 
yet recover herſelf from the fright, ſhe an- 
ſwer'd, that going to reach ſomething from 
the Top of the Cabinet, a great Rat had 
jump'd down, and had occaſion'd her cry- 
ing out. No body ſuſpecting the Truth of 
what ſhe ſaid, they all went away and left 
her; and as ſoon as ARIDANOR heard they 
were gone, he came out, and charging her 
that had diſcover'd him never to mention 


the leaſt tittle of what ſhe knew, either to 


any of the Houſe, nor even to her Lady 
herſelf, added ſomething more to the Pre- 
ſent he had alrcady made her, and going 
into his Concealment, deſir'd ſhe would 
lock the Door upon him as ſhe had found it, 
and quit the Chamber before IsMonDA 


ſhould return to it. She was too well paid 


not to be obedient to his Commands as far 
as was in her power ; but how far that ex- 
tended, as tothe gift of Secrecy, will here- 
after appear. 

IsMoNDA, who knew nothing of all this 
(having been in the Garden when the outcry 
was made) being impatient to get rid of her 
Company, complain d of a violent Head- ach, 
and by that means oblig'd them to take leave 
much ſooner than elſe tis probable they 
would have done: but when left alone, 
was very much at a loſs by what means ihe 
Mould releaſe her Priſoner, without letting 
L 4 him 
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him * ſeen by the Servants, and conſe- 
quen tlygiving them to underſtand that he 
had been all this time conceal'd there. She 
found there was no poſſibility of doing it 
without the help of LysETTA; to her, 
therefore, ſhe communicated the whole 
Affair, bidding her ſend the Men on diffe- 
rent Errands abroad, ſome one way, ſome 
another; and contrive ſome Buſineſs to em- 
ploy the Women, that they might not come 
into the upper Apartments till ARIDbANoR 
ſhould be gone. LysSETTA, than whom no 
body could be more fit for the Truſt re- 
pos d in her, having done as fhe was or- 
det d, return'd to her Lady, and let her 
know the Coaſt was clear, on which, ha- 
Fig bid her wait in the next Room, think- 

ing it not ſafe, as indeed ſhe well might, 
to truſt herſelf a ſecond time with a Man, 
who had already prov'd, whatever his Pro- 
feſſions of Adorations were, how little he 
regarded her Anger, ſhe went into the 
Chamber and releasd him ; who had 
paſs d his Time pleaſantly enough, flattcr- 
ing himſelf with the Thoughts, how dcar 
he ſhould, at his coming out, make his 
Fair Jaylor pay for his Confinement. But 
how great was his Diſappointment, when 
he Door being open'd, at the ſame time 
that he ſaw ISMoNDA, he ſaw her Wo- 
man allo in an oppoſite Room; who, 
though not ncar enough to hear what 


Was 
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was ſaid between them, was not enough re- 
mov'd to give him any opportunity of act- 
ing in the manner he delign'd. He was 
now, in ſpite of his reſolves, oblig d to 
have recourſe to entreaties, and ſet forth 
the Violence of his Paſſion in ſuch humble 
and perſuaſive Terms, that had not the moſt 
potent Prepoſſeſſion that ever was, enabled 
her to reſiſt his Importunities, ADRASTUS 
had been in no ſmall danger of being in- 
jur'd the ſame way by ARIDANOR, as he had 
been by the Prince of Caramania. But that 
ever-preſent Idea kept her firm and im- 
moveable by any other Charms or Sollicita- 
tions, and the little Inclination ſhe had to 
hear him, join'd with the Apprehenſions 
that he might poſſibly be known to have 
been there in private, made her expreſs an 
Impatience for his leaving her Apartment, 
which ſufficiently aſſur d him, all the tender 
Arguments he cou'd urge, would be but 
thrown away. He reſum' d, as his laſt hope, 
that boldneſs he had lately caſt aſide, and told 
her, that he was but too ſenſible her Cruel- 
ty to him ſprung ſrom other Reaſons than 
thoſe ſhe was willing to confeſs, and that to 
his certain knowledge, there was a happy 
Man who triumph'd over his unavailing 
Preſſures, and the Honour of ADpRasTUS. 
This Reproach, confirming her in the Fears 
which ſome Hints he had before given her, 
that her Reputation was not altogether ſo 


clear 
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clear as ſhe had imagin'd, ſpread o er her Face 
a viſible Confuſion : but willing to con- 
| ecal it as much aspoflible, fhe anſwer'd him 
in Terms full of Reſentment, telling him, 
that if he perſiſted to talk to her in that man- 
ner, ſhe would complain to the Princeſs of 
the Aﬀront. To the Prince you mean, Ma- 
dam, anſwer'd he, it does indeed concern 
him to ſilence ſuch Diſcourſes ; nay, bluſh 
not, beautiful ItMoNnDa ! continued he, per- 
cetving her grow extremely red, 1 have in- 
deed attain'd that Secret, but be aflur'd it 
never has eſcap'd my Lips but to yourſelf, 
nor never ſhall, unleſs your continu'd Scorn 
fhould drive me mad, and render me inca- 
pable of conſidering what I owe to you, 
and to my Sovereign. In what a condi- 
tion ISMONDA was at finding herſelf de- 
tected in a guilt which ſhe believ'd conceal d 
from all the World, and to find it known 
to him, who aim'd at making an advantage 
of the Diſcovery, ſo contrary to her Incli- 
nations, to her Honour, to the Obligation 
the had to her belov'd THEoDORE, let any 
one be judge, whoſe Strength of Imagina- 
tion can enable them to put themſelves in 
her Circumſtances. Art firſt, Surprize, and 
inward Vexation made her dumb ; but when 
ſhe ſpoke, it was with ſuch Aſſeverations 
of her Innocence, as had not his own Eyes 
and Ears been Evidences againſt the Truth 
on” what ſhe ſaid, he would have given the 
lye 
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fye to any other Proofs ; but too well con- 
vinc'd of the certainty of his Misfortune, 
he let het know Denials were in yain, and 
gave her Hints too plain, for her not to un- 
derſtand him, that to aſſure his Secrecy ſhe 
muſt confer on him ſome part of thoſe Fa- 
vours, ſhe had beſtow'd with ſo much pro- 
fuſeneſs on his Royal Rival: which, tho 
ſhe was far from promiſing, he had the Sa- 
tisfaction to obſerve what he ſaid, had a 
very great influence oyer her, and was not 
now without hope that her Fear might 
work that Effect in his favour, which her In- 
clination refus'd to do. Fain would he have 
taken the advantage which the Confuſion of 
her Thoughts ſeem'd to afford him to com- 
pleat his Wiſhes; but all he could ſay, was in- 
effectual to perſuade her to diſpatchLYSET TA, 
who ſtill continu'd in the next Room, which 
being ſeparated from that in which they 
were only by a Glaſs-Door, gave her a full 
Proſpect of all that paſs'd ; and finding that 
ſhe requird only time for Conſideration, 
and inſiſted on his leaving her as a Teſti- 

of that Obedience ſhe might expect 
pony a Lover, he thought it beſt to comply 
with her Deſires, and departed with a kind 
of an aſſurd ExpeQation of being happy the 
next Viſit he made ; which, before he would 
be prevail'd on to quit the Room, he en- 
* her Promiſe ſhould be the enſuing 


gay. 
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Neyer was a Mind involv'd in greater 
or more violent Perturbations than thar of 
IsMonDa; it is impoſſible for any Woman 
ro have a juſter Senſe of Reputation than 
had ſhe, and the Apprehenſions of what ſhe 
might ſuffer that way from the Rage of 
diſappointed Lover, was worſe than Dea 
to her: yet reſolute never to yield to what 
he deſired, her hurrying Thoughts r 
Smeatines one Scheme, and ſometimes 
nother for the Prevention of that ſo mu 
dreaded Evil. To acquaint his Wife with 
his attempt upon her, ſhe conſider'd would 
but incenſe him more, and provoke him to 
divulge that, which elſe, perhaps, his own 
Honour would oblige him to conceal ; and 
to let the Prince know what had paſs d, ſhe 

fear'd might occaſion that paſſionate Lover 
to treat him in a manner which would make 
him underſtand ſhe had betray'd him.— The 
more ſhe reflected on the Conſequences of 
reycaling the Preſumption he had been guilty 
of, the more dangerous it appear d; and ſhe 
found it beſt, on all accounts, to proceed 
with him only by fair mcans, and palliate 
the bitterneſs of her refuſal by giving it him 
n the ſofteſt and moſt obliging Terms. 

When, therefore, according to appoint- 
ment, he came the next day, ſhejarm'd her- 
ſelf, as much as poſſible, with Patience, to 
bear whatever Reflections Jealouſy and diſ- 
appointed Love might caſt on her; and, 

| per: 
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perceiving, at his firſt Entrance, that he 
took it ill, ſhe receiv d him in a publick Room 
free to the acceſs of as many as came to 
viſit her, ſhe doubted not, but when ſhe 
had declar'd herſelf more fully, he would 


omit no Severities of Reproach which his 


Good - breeding would allow him to make: 


and hearing him beginning to complain of 
the litrle Inclination he found in her to 


oblige him, I will not deceive you my Lord, 


faid ſhe; I confeſs your Merits are ſuch as 
juſtly might expect to engage a more deſerv- 
ing Heart, but mine is prepoſſeſs d already, 
taken up with an Idea which will admit no 
toom for any other I therefore beg, for 
your own caſe and mine, you will deſiſt the 
hopeleſs Proſecution, and think BarsINA 
only worthy your Deſires, as you are the 
ſole Object of hers. Ax IDRNOR, who was 
by Nature ſomewhat raſh and fiery in all his 
Paſſions, could not endure any thing that 
look'd hike an Admonition without return- 
ing it. The Merits of BARSINA, Madam, an- 
ſwer'd he, are not unknown to me, nor is 
Fame dumb in thoſe ADRASTVUS is poſſeſs d 
of; but ſince both of us have teſtify'd an In- 
clination to experience the Plcaſures Variety 
affords, the Crime is not, I preſume, leſs 
pardonable in ARIDANOR, than it is in 
ISMONDa, unleſs it can be proy'd, that the 
Charms of Royalty arc ſuperior to thoſe of 
Beauty: Be at once, therefore, lovely Crea- 
a. rure j 
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ture! continu d he, kind and prudent, ſe- 
cukłe your Secret by binding to your Service 
the only Man who has it in his power to 
betray it, and bleſs a Lover to whom you 
are more dear than Words can ſpeak. Vou 
give but a very ſmall Proof that I am fo, re- 
ph ſhe, no longer able to contain herſelf, 
when you would obtain that by Menaces, 
which you ought rather to attempt by Per- 
ſuaſions; but know, that I deſpiſe what- 
ever Aſperſions Jealouſ) may ſuggeſt, ar 
Malice invent againſt my Honour; and dare 
believe, my Conduct has been ſuch, as will 
render ineffectual all can be urg d to blaſt 
it but were J guilty in the manner you 
ſcem to think, the imagin'd Partner of my 
Crime, methinks, ſhould awe you into Si- 
lence, were you aſ/urd of what, at moſt, 
you but /uſpef?. To practiſe that Prudence 
you would preſcribe to me, you ſhould con- 
ſider that the Royal THEODORE is above the 
Fears either of Rzvalſhip, or Accuſat ion. 
The Vehemence and Spirit with which ſhe 
utter'd theſe Words, and that Fire which 
ſparkled in her Eyes all the time fhe was 
ſpeaking, ſufficiently denoted the inward 
Indignation of her Soul, and made him re- 
pent he had touch'd her in ſo nice a part; 
but all he could ſay afterwards, was in vain 
to pacify het, ſhe look d not on him but 
with rel!aftince and ditdain, and having ſe- 
Veral {1n4s 10.04 aun cyer to ſpeak to her 
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on the unwelcome Theme of his Paſſion, 
took her leave of him with a conſtrain d 
Civility, and went into another Room, lea- 
ving him alone to murmur at the ill ſucceſs 
of his Deſigns. 

'Tis certain that nothing could exceed 
the Vexation he was in at this diſappoint- 
ment of his high-rais'd Expectations; but 
notwithſtanding the Treatment he had re- 
ceived from her, and that firm Reſolution 
with which ſhe expreſſed herſelf, tis pro- 
bable he had not yet given over the vain 
purſuit, had not Fortune ſent her a deli- 
verance from his Perſecutions by a way ſhe 
little thought of. 

Rage and Deſpair rendring him unfit for 
Company, or Converſation, when he left 
the Apartment of ISMON DA, he went to in- 
dulge his Diſcontents in the Gardens of the 
Palace, it being a time of day in which the 
Walks were generally empty; but finding 
more Perſons there than he expected, the 
preſent Melancholy of his Diſpoſition led 
him into the Wilderneſs, where having wan⸗ 
der'd ſome time thro the thickeſt part of it, 
he thought he heard Womens Voices at a 
little diſtance from him. The Perturbations 
he was in, not having quite extinguiſh'd Cu- 
rioſity, he drew nearer the Place whence 
the Sound proceeded, and continued mo- 
ving with a ſoft and flow Pace, till he came | 
ſo cloſe to the Grotto where they were ſit- 

ting, 
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ting, that he could diſtinctly hear not only 
the Words of her that ſpoke, but allo the 

very Sighs with which the other liſtned to 
| her Diſcourſe. | I cannot imagine, ſaid 
one of them, wherefore you truſted me 
with the ſecret of your Paſſion, unleſs it 
were either with an Intent that 1 ſhould aſ- 
ſiſt you in the gratification of it; or ſtreng- 
then your Reſolutiqn with ſome Arguments 
to-cnable you to overcome it: the one nei- 
ther my Honour, nor my Character in the 
World will permit me to do; and the other, 
I am afraid, will be impoſſible to accom- 
pliſh.——— When Love once ſettles itſelf 
in a Heart ſo young as yours for a deſer- 
ving Obje&, how vain are the Efforts of 
- Reaſon to expel it! The firſt Impreſſion 
is not without the greateſt difficulty eraſed; 
and it ſeems like tearing part of the Soul 
with it, when one but goes about to drive 
it thence. Ah! my dear Couſin, replied 
the other, how often have I experienced 
the Pangs you ſpeak of! Nor had I own'd 
the Folly as well as Guilt of my unhappy 
Flame, but that it grew too- mighty for re- 
ſtraint, and from your tender Friendſhip 
hoped to find ſome pity. Too well, alas! 
I am convinced that till I ceaſe to live, I 
cannot ceaſe to love; and Heaven knows 
wou'd ſooner chuſe to die, than purchaſe 
Bliſs with loſs of Honour. Flatter not 


yourſelf, reſumed ſhe that had ſpoken firft, 
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my lord ELaRIA! with ſuch romantick 
Notions 5 if Virtue is too weak to keep you 
from Deſire, ſhe will not have the power 
to defend you from gratifying that Deſire, 
when once the Means are offer d. You 
know not yet what tis to love, and have 
the darling Object of your fond Affection 
kneel at your Feet, breathing ſoft Vows of 

eyerlaſting Truth, eternal Ardors; — then, 
with ſweet Violence, ſeize your reſiſting 


Hand, and preſs it to his Breaſt, which in | 


tumultuous heavings confirms the language 
of his Tongue; —— with wild Impatience, 
and Longings untameable, at laſt made bold, 
riſe to yout Boſom, with butning Kiſles 
melt your Reſolves, and 6 hold! 
cryd the diſſoluing Languiſber, interrupt- 
ing her, J cannot bear the rapturous De- 
ſeription! Too many Charms the dange- 
rous Idea yields; what then would the Re- 
ality afford! —— Oh, ſhould I cver ſee the 
godlike ARIDANOR thus, what would in- 
deed become of me! 

That this muſt be a Surprize prodigiouſly 
agreeable; to any Man, to find himſelf the 
Author of ſo ſincere and ardent a Paſſion 
in the Heart of a young Maid, for whom 
a thouſand; noble Youths were dying, the 
molt temperate of the Sex cannot but con- 


feſs. With what Emotions then did the 


Breaſt of ARIDANOR ſwell at this diſco- 


"_ As much in love as he had been with 
M IsMoN na, 


_ Cw) 1 
IsMonDa,' the improbability there now ap- 

'd of gaining her, the Diſdain with 
which he had been treated by her, and that 
changing Diſpoſition which is almoſt inhe- 
rent to the Nature of Mankind, all join'd 
together to make way for the new Impreſ- 
ſtion of ELARIA'Ss Charms; and he heſitated 
not a moment if he ſhould not, the firſt 
opportunity, act that part which her ex- 
perienc'd Confidante had ſo lively repre- 
ſented. The two Ladies had ſome further 
Converſation; but he fearing to be diſco- 
ver'd to have been liſt ning, and by that 
means put the young ELARIA more on her 
guard; and alſo thinking he had heard e- 
nough to know how to proceed for the ſa- 
tisfaction of thoſe Deſires ſhe had acknow- 
ledged, and which he too now felr, he with- 
drew with the ſame Caution with which he 
had advanced, and was got quite out of the 
Wilderneſs before they had any deſign of 
leaving it. 

Never was there a more ane Cure 
for an unavailing and hopeleſs: Paſſion, than 
that which ARrIiDanor found in his for 
IsMoNDA, in the love of ELARIA : She 
Was extremely young and beautiful; and 
by that Converſation which gave him the 
knowledge of her Wiſhes, he found her 
Soul as tender and amorous as he could 
deſire, in the Woman he made choice of 
tor a Miſtreſs 3 and doubted not 1 * 

4 er 


7 
(163) 

her Emjoyment, he ſhould find thoſe Joys 
' which ate never to be taſted but where 
mutual Warmth excites the enamour d Pair. 
No difficulties appear d to threaten him with 
oppoſition, or even delays in this Purſuit. 
Inclination had already done his work ; her 
Heart was his; and Aſſiduities, diſtant Ho- 
mage, Vows, Sighs, Tears, Cries, Impre- 
cations, and all the firſt Artillery of Love, 
were needleſs ; and he had no more to 
combat with, than the faint ſtrugglings of 
Virgin Baſhfulneſs, to become maſter of 
her Body as he was of her Soul. Nor 
Was it hard to find an opportunity For the 
accompliſhment of this deſign: She was 
continually at Court, her Father, the Che- 
valier OnxsAMzEs, having a great Place un- 
der the Prince, had an ambition of pre 
ferring her, who was his only Da to to 
the Service of the Princeſs, in quality of 
one of thoſe young Ladies Who make her 
Train, whenever ſhe appears in Publick, 
are under her immediate Care, and receive 
no other Salary for their Attondance; than 
the Honour of being permitted to give it: 

but there being only a certain number of 
them allowed, ſhe was obliged to wait till 
a Vacaney arrived, either by the Marriage 
or Death of one of thoſe who were already 
entertained. This Hope, together with her 
ſecret Paſſion for Ax DAN OR, made her ſel - 
ot from a Place which gave her the op- 
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portunity of indulging her Wiſhes with the 
ſight of him who — ſo dear to her, and at 

the ſame time of forwarding her Intereſt. 
. Having dreſs'd himſelf with the utmoſt 
care and exactneſs, he went the next day 
to the Drawing-room of the Princeſs ; and 
having paid the uſual Compliments to her, 
_ threw his Eyes oer the Circle in ſearch of 
ELARIA; Who, till he appear'd, thinking 
nothing worthy her Attention, had retir'd 
to a Corner-window, which happening to 
be open, ſhe was looking out, 'tis probable 
rather to avoid being engaged in Converſa- 
tion by thoſe within, than that ſhe found 
any Diverſion in the Objects which pre- 
ſented themſelves from without. How 
natural is it | mg he, ſtepping to her, and 
leaning over her, as ſhe was ſtooping to the 
Window) for us to know our own Per- 
fetions! The (ſweet ELARIA, conſcious of 
her power of pleaſing, and ſecure of the 
Admiration of as many as have the ble(- 
ſing of her Acquaintance, neglects the Hearts 
the holds in Chains, and ſends her Charms 
abroad in ſearch of more— Ele, Why 
are thoſe Eyes withdrawn, to whoſe at- 
tractive Graces the Royal Preſence is in- 
debted for ſome part, I am certain, of this 
Aſſembly, who come in ſheww to pay their 
Homage there, but in reality devote it only 
here. The Confuſion of ELARIA was 
o 1 to find the Object of her Af- 
8 fections 
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ſections ſo near her, (for ſhe ſaw him not 
come into the Room) and at receiving this 
unexpected Compliment from him, that 
for ſome moments ſhe could anſwer him no 
otherwiſe than- by Bluſhes ; bat endeavour. 


ing to overcome it as much as poſſible. 
Iam too inconſiderable, my Lord, ſaid ſhe, 


to have enough of theſe fine things ſaid to 
me, to be able to return them in the man- 
ner you may expect; and muſt pardon me, 
if I expreſs ſome Surprize, that, among ſo 


great a number of Beauties, who alſo are 
expert in thoſe Turns of Wit and Raillery 
you Men of Gallantry ſo much delight in; 
you ſhould chuſe to divert yourſelf with an 
unexperienced Maid, who has paſſed the -moſt 


parts of thoſe Years ſhe owes to Nature 
in a Rural Life, remote from Courts, and 


ignorant of the politer World. To teſtify, 
Madam, replied he, how little I deſerve that 
you ſhould think my words had any other 
meaning, than the ſincereſt Dictates of an 
enamour'd Soul; as alſo to prove the Opi- 
nion I have of your good Judgment, ne- 
ver will I addreſs you by thoſe Methods 
which ordinarily work their deſired Effect 
on the vainer part of your Sex. I conſi- 


der ELARIA as much beyond the reſt of 


Womankind in Prudence, as ſhe is in Beauty, 
and will endeavour to convince her of my 
Adoration only by ſuch means as ſhall be 


conſiſtent with the niceſt Decorum, and of 


no prejudice to Reputation; which I con- 
M 3 feſs, 
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feſs, indeed, dur Ladies ſeem a little too 
negligent in preſerving. Happily for her to 
whom in the preſent Emotions of her Soul 
it had been impoſſible to have continued 
this Diſcourſe, without confirming him in 
Nuß he was already but too well acquainted 
with, ſome Ladies with ERNESTUS came 
to the place where they were; and the Con- 
verſation growing general, deliver'd her at 
that time from giving any demonſtrations. 
of a Paſſion, ſne deſired nothing more of 
Heaven, than to enable her to conceal. 

Having thus broke the ice, he omitted 
no opportunities of talking to her, which he 
could take, whithout rendring the Deference 
he paid her liable to obſervation. The 
Court is never without a great number of 
Ladies, who, either thro' Malice or Curi- 
oſity, make it their buſineſs to pry into the 
Motives which induce People to particular 
Converſations; and tho' the love of Va- 
riety inclin d him to ſeek in other Embra- 
ces thoſe Joys which the unreſtrain d poſ- 
ſeſſion of BARSINA no longer yielded, he 
yet had Tenderne(s enough for her to for- 
bear giving her any Demonſtrations of his 
Change; and for that Reaſon, as well as 
the Promiſe he had made ELARIA, of ne- 
ver doing any thing which might prejudice 
her Character, he entertain d her not but 
at ſuch times as it might not appear he had 
any deſign in it, 


Put 
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But as if the purſuit of this Adventure 
was not ſufficient to take up his Thoughts, 
and entirely eraſe all the Remainders of 
his old Paſſion for ItMonpa, another of- 
fer d itſelf to him, which afforded him no 
leſs Surprize, and was not alſo without its 
ſhare of Pleaſure. | 
_ .--ZELINDA, a diſtant Relation of ente 
and the ſame whom ſhe had made the Con- 
fidante of her ſecret Paſſion, when he over- 
heard them in the Wilderneſs, was a young 
Lady of an uncommon Gaiety of Humour: 
ſhe had been lately married to a Nobleman 
of very great Poſſeſſions; but the Character 
of a Wife reſtrain d her not from indulg- 
ing herſelf in all thoſe Libertics ſhe enjoy'd 
when in a ſtate which render'd her Actions 
accountable to none but her own Con/ 
ſcience. She had for a conſiderable time 
made ſuch Advances to ARIDANOR,: as he 
could impute to nothing but a ſecret liking 
of his Perſon. The Inclinations he then 
had for IsMonpa, kept him, however, from 
taking any great notice of her Behaviour; 
and the Converſation between her and ELA- 
RIA afterwards, made him imagine the de- 
fire ſhe ſcem d to have of engaging him, 
was only on the ſcore of that fait Friend: 
till one day happening to be in à little 
Room joining to that in which the Prin- 
ceſs kept her State, laughing with ſome 
* who had withdrawn for a little Re- 
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axation of that grave Formality they were 
oblig d to wear in the Royal Preſence; ZB. 
LINDA came in; and giving him a little 
Blow on the Shoulder with her Fan, Where 
hall one expect to find Ax IDANOR, ſaid 
ſbe, but where there is the greateſt Con- 


courſe of Beauties ? But I am reſfolv'd 
to try how far your. Complaiſance will ex- 
tend, when at war with your Inclination. 
ou muſt paſs ſome part of this 
Evening at Ombre with me and another 
Lady as far from handſome as myſelf, with- 
out any other Temptation in the World, 
but the hope of winning our Money.— 
What ſay you, my Lord! continued ſhe, 
plucking him by the Arm after her free man: 
ner, dare you accept the Challenge? or 

cannot your Good- breeding furniſh you 
with Arms to reſiſt the more potent Excite- 
ments of your Deſires to be in another 
place? In ſome Caſes, Madam! reply'd he 
gallantly, what paſſes for Cowardice, is 
really Diſcretian; and if that other Lady 
ſhould be like ZELMDA, a Heart ſuſceptible 
of Paſſion, and / hopeleſs of ſueceeding, 
might well ſeck Evaſions to avoid ſo dan- 


gerous an Encounter. But! ſince it is 


impoſſible for two. Objects, tho equally 
charming, at the ſame Time to work the 
ſame Effeli, I am apprehenſive of being 


no further enſlavd than I already am, and 
wy ** and * * the honour 
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of your Summons. At five, ſaid ſbe, 1 
ſhall expect you, the Rendezvous is to be 
at my Apartment; and becauſe we are re- 
ſolved to have you to ourſelves, I will or- 
der my People to deny admittance to all 
impert inent Interrupters. The greater Pri- 
vacy, the more Contentment, Madam, an- 
ſwered he; you may depend on my Obe- 
dience and Impatience for the happy Hour. 
There paſsd no more between them; hav- 
ing made this Appointment, ſhe turn'd up- 
on her heel; and went out of the Room; 
with the ſame gay Air with which ſhe had 
enter d it. ARIDANOR ſpent not much 
time in gueſſing who the other Lady ſhould 
be ſhe ſpoke of; he doubted not but it 
Was ELARIA, who, no longer able to con- 
tain the long-ſ\mother'd Paſhon of her Soul, 
had »prevail'd on the Good-nature of her 
Couſin, to take this Method of bringing 
them together, without plainly demonſtra- 
ting the Deſign of her own. He intended to 
have told that Lady of the Inyitation he 
had receivd from ZELINDA, and that it 
was his hope, as well as his deſire, that 
the third Perſon, who was to compleat the 
Set, was no other than herſelf: but the 
Drawing-room. being extremely full of Com- 
pany, and BARSINA one of the Number 
Who compos d it, he forbore entering into 
any Convyerſation with her that day. 


The 
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The Hour being arriv'd in which he was 
to go to ZELINDA's; he waited not till 
the ſtriking of a ſecond: Clock ſhould re- 
mind him his Preſence was expected: but 
rather preventing that exceeding the time 
prefixed, he went full of Contemplations 
on what the Iſſue of this Viſit would be; but 
little conjecturing the Truth, or in the 
leaſt imagining the Pagers: for which he 
was invited. 

I told you, ſaid ſhe to, him; as ſoon as 
the firſt Salutations were over, that I had 
an intent to /puniſh you; but little did 1 
think the Mortification would have been ſo 
ſevere as now it happens. The Lady 
who had promis'd to make one at Ombre, 
has juſt now fent word ſhe cannot come, 
and you will be conſtrain d either to paſs your 
time with one who has it not in her power 
to do any thing to make herſelf agreeable 
to you, or acknowledge, by ſome faint 
Excuſe for leaving me, that you had not 
come, but for the hope of being more 
pleaſingly entertain d. If any body ſuffers 
by this Accident, anſwered he, it can be 
only yourſelf, I am too ſenſible of the 


Bleſſing of being admitted to a private Con- 
verſation with a Lady of your Beauty and 
Accompliſhments, to be able to part with it 
without the utmoſt Regret. I am afraid 
my Inclination will, in ſpite of mc, get 
the better of Good-manners, and you will 
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be compell'd more than once to look upon 
your Watch, and remind me it grows late, 
before you get rid of your Gueſt. I ex- 
pected no leſs than this, reſumed ſhe, from 
the well-known Gallantry of ARIDANOR; 
but to which ever of theſe Motives, your 
Inclination, or Good- manners, I am indebt- 
ed for your ſtay, I ought to make it as 
agreeable as I can: and ſince the deſign of 
your coming was play, what think you of 
a Game at Piquet? To which he having 
agreed, Cards were immediately brought 
in by her Woman, who no ſooner had ſet 
the Table, than ſhe immediately withdrew, 
ſhutting the Door after her. 

They continued playing a conſiderable 
time, but ZELINDA play'd the Game ſo ill, 
that it might eaſily be perceiv d her Thoughts 
were employ'd a different way. ARIDA- 
NoR alſo had his Cogitations, nor well 
knew how to form a Judgment of her Be- 
haviour ; but he remain'd not long in this 
Dilemma: ſhe threw the Cards out of her 
Hand on a ſudden, and affecting to ſtart at 
ſomething which juſt then came- into her 
Head Bleſs me! cryd ſhe, what will 
my Servants think that I have order'd my- 
ſelf to be deny'd to all the World, while 
I am lock d up in private with the moſt a- 
grecable of his Sex — - Theſe Words 
opening his Eyes, he wonder'd at himſelf 
that he had ſo long bcen dull; and by her 

Example, 
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Example, laying aſide the Cards, Did the 
divine ZELINDA think me ſo, ſaid he, we 
might have employ d our time much better 
than in this inſipid Diverſion. —— Bur it 
is not yet too late, continued he, drawing 
his Chair near to hers, to repair what we 
have loſt—— the future Moments may at- 
tone for the omiſſion we have been guilty 
of in the paſt How ſtrangely you 
talk, reſumed ſhe, is it impoſſible for Ar1- 
DANOR to be alone with a Woman, who 
is young, and accounted tolerably agree- 
able, without having ſuch odd Fancies in 
his Head? Whatever may be poſſible to 
me, reply d he, I am ſure it is not for the 
enchanting ZELINDA to be ſeen by any 
Man, without creating in him a Deſire of 
being alone with her. Well, ſaid ſbe, it 
muſt be confeſs d, that you have the beſt 
rurn of Raillery of any Man about Court. 
But prithee let's be ſerious, or elſe to 
Cards again. As much in carneſt as you 
pleaſe, Madam! rejoin d he, taking her in 
his Arms, and beginning to treat her with 
ſome Familiarities, which gave her indeed. 
no room to doubt ſhe had been diſappointed 
in her Expectations. Heavens! cryd ſhe, 
with an Air of Aſtoniſpment, and making 
ſome few faint Efforts to diſingage her- 
ſelf, what is it you mean to do- But I 


{ce what encourages you——you know well 
enough my Husband is out of town 
| that 
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that all my Servants ate out of hearing 
that my Bed-Chamber is in the very next 
Room——that I am but a weak Woman, 
and that you are the moſt engaging Crea- 
ture that ever was born—— but if ever I 
give you ſuch an Opportunity again 
It ſhall be my fault 'if I make not the beſt 
uſe of this, ſaid he, redoubling the Free- 
doms he had already began with her : and 
by this time fired. with that Paſſion, which 
is often miſtaken for Love, and 1s ordina- 
rily more ſucceſsful, he bore her to the 
Chamber, to which, by forbidding, ſhe in- 
vited him, and for ſome Moments loſt all 
remembrance of both IsMxoN DA and ELA- 

RIA. 1 4 5 
Tho' this Amour was too ſudden to af- 
ford much Delicacy, yet as ZELINDA Was 
a very lovely Woman, and of a humour 
prodigiouſly entertaining, it was not only to 
oblige her, that ARIDANoR reſolved to con- 
tinue a Correſpondence with her of the 
ſame kind he had begun, nor were his 
Tranſports feigned, or the Proteſtations he 
made her of an cternal Gratitude wholly 
compoſed of Deccit. In the midſt of their 
Endearments, ſhe alſo threw off her Affec- 
tation, confeſs d ſhe had long languiſhed 
for him with an unſpeakable Deſire; that 
ſhe had appointed him to come with no 
other view, than to try how far he liked 
her; naturally concluding, that if he thought 
| her 
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her worthy his Addreſſes, he would not 


neglect fo favourable an opportunity of ma- 


king them. They parted not till it was 


very late, nor without mutual Aſſurances of 


frequently renewing thoſe Delights, with 
which neither of them as yet were ſatiated. 

This Darling of the Fair, the happy 
ARIDANOR, paſt the remainder of the Night 


in Contemplations perfectly pleaſing : to be 


beloved by two ſuch Women as ELARIA 
and ZELINDA, was ſufficient to gratify the 
Vanity of any Man, and tho the Method the 
latter of them had taken to engage him, 
had ſomething in it very extraordinary, yet 
imputing it to the Violence of her Paſſion, 


it did not in the leaſt abate his Eſteem of her, 


Vet could not this Intrigue juſtly bear any 
other Name than that of an Amuſement ; 


it engroſs'd not the Soul, it chas'd no other 


Ideas thence; it was enough, that when 
they were together, that each was the ſole 
Object of the other's Affections; apart they 
had different Sentiments, and the free Mind 
diſdaining all reſtraint, refus'd admittance to 
no pleaſing Image. One thing, however, 
ARIDANOR took care of, which was never 
to engage ELARIA in a particular Conver- 


ſation when ZELINDA was preſent ; fearing 


with reaſon, that the Jealouſy of that La- 
dy once alarm'd, might make her take ſome 


Steps which might put a ſtop to the Gratifica- 
tion of his Deſires on this young Beauty. 


Nor 
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Nor was he without apprehenſions, that 
all his caution in this Affair might be in 
vain; he knew how far the innocent Lan- 
guiſher had already betray'd herſelf to her, 
and it was highly probable that the next 
time they were alone together, ſhe would 
alſo make her acquainted with the Declara- 
tions he had made to her ; for which reaſon 
he kept them, as much as poſlible, aſunder, 
by engaging either the one or the other in 
Appointments with himſelf. As yet no 
opportunity had offer d, in which he could 
take thoſe advantages the Paſſion of ELa- 
RIA had given him over her; and this Affair, 
which from the knowledge of her Senti- 
ments threatned ſo little difficulty in ac- 
compliſhing, he found infinitely more hard 
than he could have imagin'd. He was often 
alone with her indeed, but then it was only 
in ſuch places as gave him no aſſurance he 
ſhould not meet with an Interruption. She 
had no Apartment, as yet, aſſign d her in 
the Palace, and to viſit her at her Father's 
Houſe, would have been far from adyan- 
Ccing his Deſigns ; to entreat her to accompa- 
ny him to any place of privacy, he thought 
would too plainly let her into his Reaſons for 
ſuch a Requeſt, and give a Shock to her Mo- 
deſty, which would enable her to refuſe, 
tho' her Wiſhes ſhould with the utmoſt ar- 
dency prompt her to grant. Long 
was he debating within himſelf what courſe 
to 
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to take; and had till now, pechaps, beer 
undetermin d, had Chance not interpos d, 
and put a period to the Conteſt. 
As he was one day in the Apartment of 
HAN THE, he heard that Princeſs call for 
EvuR1DIct, who was then walking in the 
Gardens of the Palace with ELARIA; he 
happen d to ſee them as he was looking out 


of the Window, and immediately made an 


Errand don to tell her, that her attendance 
Was required; on which, ſhe haſtily taking 
leave of ELARIA, that intended Victim of 
his amorous Flames was left alone with him. 
It preſently came into his Head, to make 
that place in which he firſt receiv'd the know- 
ledge of her Love, the Scene of his accom- 
Pliſhing it, and entertaining her with diſ- 
courſes too .pleaſing to her Wiſhes for her 
to break them off; ſhe was inſenſibly led to 
the Gate which open'd into the Wilderneſs z 
which. he puſhing back with his Hand in 
order to go in, her good Angel, that mo- 
ment, warning her of the Danger to which 
ſhe was about to be expos'd, Let us turn 
back, my Lord, ſaid ſbe, the wild Solitude 
of this place has nothing agreeable in it, — 
Yet it was here, Madam! anſwer'd he, that 
I receivd that Inſpiration which makes all 
my Merit ——'twas here the God of Love 
firſt ſhow'd me what his Power could do 
Permit me to conduct you, and I will ſhow 


yOu that very ſpot of Earth whence came me 
bliſs- 


K ) : 
bliſsful Arrow which fixd me ever yours. 
It was not in the power of ELARIA to com- 
prehend the Myſtery of theſe Words, and 
while ſhe was pauſing on the meaning of 
them, he took her by the Hand and drew her 
into that Retirement, which ſeem'd, indeed, 
delign'd by Nature for an Amorous Ren- 
dezvous.— On the till riſing Camomile 
no Tracks appear'd to guide obſervance on 
the wanderer's Steps, and the cloſe meeting 
Trees -deny'd acceſs even to the Eye of 
PHoEBUS ; a thouſand little Grots on every 
ſide, arch'd oer with mingling Boughs, in- 
vited to repoſe within their ſweet receſs. 
Can any thing, ſaid AR1DanoR, be more 
indulging to the Mind than this delightful 
Shade? How, could I here lie down, 
forgetful of the World, 'its Cares, its noiſy 
Pleaſures, and quite diffoly'd and raviſh'd in 
the Contemplation of ELARIA's Charms, 
enjoy, in Theory, ſuch Raptures as only ſhe 
herſelf could add to, Let any Woman 
who has experienc d the force of Love, con- 
ſider and pity the Confuſion of this unhap- 
py Maid, divided between Fear and ſoft 
\ Deſire, ſtruggling with all her might to 
{mother both, yet both apparent to the 
watchful Lover. He took no advan- 
tage however of what he ſaw, nor preſs'd 
her in any manner which could alarm her 
Modeſty, till they came to that Thicket where 
he had oycrhcard her Converſation with 
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ZELINDA but then catching her at once 
in his Arms, and raviſhing ten thouſand 
Kiſſes from her trembling Lips in the few 
Steps he had to carry her, he bore her 
to the inmoſt and moſt dark part of the 
Grot, before, in the ſurprize this ſudden 
alteration of his Behaviour involv'd her in, 
ſhe had the power of making uſe of any 
Arguments or Perſuaſions to oblige him to 
deſiſt. 'Twas here, ſaid he, that Paſ- 
ſion firſt took birth from Hope, and here 
ſhall Hope expire in ſure Poſſeſſion, and 
Paſſion receive its due Reward. Theſe 
Words were accompany'd by Actions ſuited 
to the meaning of them. At firſt ſhe had 
not the power of entreating, and ſoon it 
was too late; the reſolute ARIDANOR let 
her know what 'twas he aim'd at, and ac- 
compliſh'd it almoſt at the ſame time.——So 
immediate was her Ruin, that before ſhe 
cou d think by what means ſhe might avert 
it, there was no more to fear —it was not 
no in Prayers, in Menaces, in Artifices, nor 
even Heaven itſelf to ſave her ; the fatal Deed 
was done, the cruel Tranſport over, irrevo- 
cable Time nor Deſtiny can recall, or make 
what has been, to have never been: 
In floods of Tears her ſtruggling Griefs 
{ought caſe, and virtuous Reſentment fain 
would have found vent in keen Reproaches, 
but more mighty Love here interpos'd, new 
'form'd her Words, and what was deſign'd 
| for 
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for Fury, expreſsd only Tenderneſs; and 
all that her utmoſt Efforts could bring forth 
of upbraidings, was only, Oh ArIpaNno ! 
too lovely cruel ARIDANOR, why have you 
undone me ? And then immediately after, 
teſtifying that the fears of his future Unkind- 
neſs were more terrible than the preſent 
ruin of her Honour; You will not love me 
always, would ſhe cry. It is not to be 
ſuppos'd that ſuch a Man as ARIDANOR was 
wanting in his endeavours to make her ſa- 
tisfy'd with what had paſs'd between them, 
nor that loving to that infinite degree ſhe 
did, thoſe endeavours were altogether un- 
ſucceſsful. A Perſon truly inſpir'd with a 
great Paſſion, never wonders at, nor can 
condemn the Exceſs of it in another; and 
tho' thoſe Deſires with which the Soul of 
ARIDANOR was poſſeſs' d for the Enjoyment 
of ELARIA, were not of that kind which 
may juſtly bear the denomination of a per- 
fect Tenderneſs, yet as he had always diſ- 
guis d them in fo artful a manner, as could 
make her believe them to be no otherwiſe, 
it was the ſame thing to her, and work'd the 
ſame effect as if in reality. At length, won 
over by his Arguments to think Obedience to 
the Laws of Nature no Crime but in Imagi- 
nation, ſhe yielded to renew'd Endear- 
ments, and met the guilty Joy with equal 
Warmth and Tranſports inconceivable. 
Being ask d by her, if her Couſin had be- 
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tray'd the Secret of her Paſſion to him, and 


by that breach of Truſt encourag'd him to 


make an attempt of the kind he had done; 
he aſſur d her that ſhe had not, and very 
frankly confeſs d in what manner the know- 
ledge of her Sentiments had reach'd his 
Ears. But tho, in juſtice to ZELINDa, he 
clear d her of this imagin d Infidelity, he 
gave ELARIA ſome hints, that it would not 
be prudent to make her any further a Con- 
fidante in the Affair. 

With how much caſe do Men, when 
once they go about it, baniſh an Idea they 
have been the moſt violently charm'd with! 
It is moſt certain, that ARIDANoOR had felt 
forI$MoNDa more than ever was in the power 
of either ZELINDA or ELARIA to inſpire; 
yet that being a hopeleſs Paſſion, in giving 
way to theſe Amuſements, he found that 
eaſe which a Woman, in the like Circum- 
ſtances, can ſeldom, if ever, arrive at, till 
Death at once puts a period to her Love and 


her Deſires. He divided all thoſe hours 
which he could borrow from the Buſineſs of 
the State, or his own domeſtick Affairs, be- 
tween theſe two Ladies, and for ſome time 
manag d the Intrigue with both ſo well, that 
neither of them had the leaſt Suſpicion that 


ſhe had a Rival in the other. 

But while he was thus endeavouring to 
forget IsMON DA, he obtain'd the Character 
of being as happy with her, as his utmoſt 
Hopes 
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Hopes had once flatter'd him he ſhould be: 
That Seryant-Maid who had diſcover'd him 
in the Cloſet, found the Secret too mighty 
for her Capacity to contain ; ſhe cou'd not 
forbear whiſpering it to ſome of her Com- 
panions, who happening to be of the ſame 
Diſpoſition, revcal'd it to as many more; 
thoſe imparted it to others, and ſo on, till 
it became the common talk of all the inferior 
Courtiers, and from them roſe gradually to 
the Ears of the Great ones. The Favour 
ſhe was in with the Princeſs, her Beauty, and 
the Grandeur in which ſhe liv'd, expoſing 
her to the Envy of the leſs Fortunate, ſhe 
wanted not a great number of thoſe who 
were glad of this occaſion to blaſt her 
Fame, BARSINA, ſcap d not the News, and 
having of late perceiv'd a more than ordina- 
ry coldneſs in her Husband, too rcadily, 
for her Peace of Mind, gave credit to it, 
The Princeſs was the only Perſon who dis- 
| believd it; ſhe knew that ISuxON DA had 
cver behaved herſelf with an exemplary 
Diſcretion and Modeſty in the Anatolian 
Court, and could not think ſhe had de- 
ſery'd any other Character in Caramania; 
however, ſhe intended to ſpeak to her of it 
the fitſt time ſhe had an opportunity. | 

But what became of the cnamour'd THE-> 
ODORE at this Report! Never before had 
he experienc'd the Pangs of jcalous Rage, 
and unable to endure the firſt Emotions of 
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it, he was going to her Apartment to re- 
proach her in ſuch terms as he thought her 
Inconſtancy merited from him ; but as he 


Was croſſing a Gallery, which parted his 


fide from that of the Princeſs's Women, he 
met DorasPE, who throwing himſelf at 
his feet, conjured him to vouchſafe a pri- 
vate hearing of ſomething which he had to 
communicate. The Melancholy which ap- 
pear d in his Looks, and the Earneſtneſs with 
which he ſpoke, making it evident that 
ſomething very extraordinary had happen'd, 
obliged the Prince to turn back ; and as 
ſoon as they' were together in his private 
Cloſet, Oh, my royal Lord , ſaid that per- 


plexed Nobleman, never was a Mind tor- 


tured with 'an Anguiſh ſuperior to mine. 
Croſsd in my Loye, and wounded in my 
Honour — IRENE, forgetful to what ſhe 
owes her Birth, has, in a mean Diſguiſe, 
forſook our Mother s Houſe, and is retir'd 
where ſearch has yet been vain. -A 


Letter which ſhe left behind her Toylet, 


would perſuade us the occaſion of her flight 
was only leſt I ſhould compel her to a Mar. 
riage with ERNESTUs, but the whole Coun- 
try aſcribes a different and more ſhameful 
Cauſe. Some late Diſorders have been ob- 
ſerved in her, which the Skilful will' have 
to be the Effects of Pregnancy; and much 
J fear ſhe has too much depended on her 

Contract with MARMILLI. ——Contented 


' ſhould 
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ſhould I be, if only ſhe, who cauſed this 
Diſgrace, were to endure the Infamy ; but 
a Misfortune of this kind,“ reflects on all 
the Family of the Wretch ſo abandon'd, 
but moſt on me, as neareſt in Blood, and 
once too in Aﬀettion. — Nor am I, added 
he, in loſs of Honour only cursd, ARBA- 
NES but this momcnt told me, that with- 
out 1 could prevail on IRENE to become the 
Bride of ERNESTUs, I muſt quit all hope 
of EURIDICE.—— There is ſomething ſo 
very probable, replied the Prince, in the 
juſtice of the former part of your Fears, 
that I have nothing to offer for your Con- 
ſolation ; but that whatever Faults ſhe may 
have been guilty of, ſhe cannot ſo far de- 
mean herſelf, as not to add to the Honour 
of ERNESTUs, by becoming his Wife: you 
need not doubt, but that ſhould even the 
knowledge of it reach his ears, he will ſtill 
continue his Aſſiduities. And one thing, 
methinks, ſeems to forward your hopes, 
which is, that humbled by this Misfortune, 
ſhe will no longer be refractory to your De- 
ſires. 1 would adviſe you, therefore, to be 
as ſecret as poſlible in the Affair; and while 
you preſs for the confirmation of your Hap- 
pineſs with EURIDICE, ſtill keep their Ex- 
pectations warm with the hope of IRENE: 
Feign ſome plauſible Excuſe for her re- 
maining ſol ong in the Country; and let 
them think ſhe but delays, not denics what 
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you require, Don ae, whoſe Mind was 
full of inward V exation, would fain have 


engaged him in a longer Converſation, but 


the Prince was not at this time in a fit ſtate 
of humour to enter into long Diſcourſes 3 
and pretending buſineſs, diſmiſſed him from 
his preſence, with telling him, he would 
talk further with him at ſonic other oppor- 
tunity. | 
But his impatience of ſpeaking to Is: 
MoNDA, being diſappointed by her being 
not at her Apartment, when he went, Re- 
collection repreſented to him, that it was 
beft- not to accuſe her, till he could do 
it in milder terms than as yet his Rage 
would give him leave to do. He conſi- 
det d that there was a poſſibility ſhe might 
be wronged; and if ſo, he knew very well 
the greatnefs of her Spirit would not ca- 
fily forgive an unjuſt Suſpicion, cſpecially 
when declared with Ill- manners. He therc- 
fore reſolved not to ſee her in private, till 
he had enough become maſter of himſelf to 
talk to her With moderation; and that what 
he ſaid might appear rather as the effects of 
thoſe tender Doubts which are almoſt inſc- 
parable from Love, than as the dictates of 
a jealous Reſenrment, and a Paſſion which 
look d on itfelf as ill treated and deceiy'd. 


The End of the Third Part. 


PART 


HIL E the Prince of CARAMANIA 

was labouring under the worſt 
Torments of the Mind, his un- 
juſtly ſuſpected Miſtreſs was re- 
joicing to find herſelf casd of the Perſe- 
cutions of his Rival. She had obſery'd the 
Freedoms which of late had paſs'd between 
him and ZELINDA; and being perfectly ac- 
quainted with that Lady's Diſpoſition to In- 
trigue, did not doubt but that ARIDAaNoOR 
had found the ſecret to plcaſe her. She 
was, however, prodigiouſly ſurprized to hear 
the Prince- had been to viſit her; it not 
being his Cuſtom to come to her Apart- 
ment without ſending before, to inform her 
of it. LyY$SETTA had told her, that ſhe 


perceived an unuſual Gloom upon his Brow, 
and that he expreſs'd; the utmoſt diſcontent 
at not meeting her at home. She alſo ſaw 
him the ſame Evening at the Princeſs's A- 
partment ; and as Lovers caſily * 

| rac 
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the Humour of each other, by their Eyes, 

ſhe thought ſhe diſcover'd ſomething in 

his, that ſhe was unacquainted with ; and a 

certain Coldneſs and forced Civility in all 

his Behaviour, the meaning of which ſhe 

could not comprehend : and being far from 

gueſſing the truth, imputed the change of 

his Countenance to the change of his Af. 
fections. Perceiving him the ſame the nextꝰ 

a day when ſhe ſaw him again, ſhe made no 

2 doubt but that the Charms of ſome new 

| Beauty had triumph'd over the Gratitude he 

ow'd her, and began in ſecret to curſe the 

mutability of the Heart of Man. Heartily 

did ſhe wiſh for MaRMILL10, whole coun. 

8 ſel, and perfect knowledge of the Humour 

of his Prince, ſhe imagin d might have led 

her through this Labyrinth, which at pre- 

ſent ſeem d ſo perplexing to her; and ha- 

ving no body to whom ſhe could impart 

her Sentiments on this occaſion, ſuffer d 

little leſs than the jealous and impatient 

r | 

In the mean time, the occaſion of their 

mutual Diſquiets was not perfectly at eaſe; 

whilft Love was ſhow'ring on him his choi- 

ceſt Bleſſings in favour of the Fair, the wan- 

ton God prepared for him Perplexities at 

home, which almoſt countepvail'd the Plea- 

| ſures he enjoy'd abroad. He had a Brother 

whoſe Diſpoſition was no leſs amorous than 

his own; he was alſo every way as well 
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qualified for Succeſs ; ſeldom had he ſi gh'd 
in vain; and whereſocyer he carried his 
Addreſſes, the only certain way of depriving 
them of their wonted Force, was not to hear 
them. BARSINA, who had experienced the 
Advantages a lovely Woman has by being 
ſeen at Court; where Beauty appears more 
ſplendid and illuſtrious than it can do in a- 
ny other Place, ſent for a young Siſter, who 
had more than a moderate ſhare of Charms, 
hoping that they might have the ſame ef- 
fe& on ſome Great Man, as thoſe ſhe was 
miſtreſs of, had work'd on ARIDANOR. AL- 
MIRA, for that was her Name, was indeed 
ſo perfectly compleat, that ſhe no ſooner 
appear'd, adorn'd and ſet forth with all the 
Advantages of Dreſs and Grandeur, than ſhe 
attracted the Eyes of the whole Aſſembly: A 
thouſand aching Hearts avow d her Triumph, 
a thouſand Stratagems were immediately 
forming; and ſome too ſuggeſted by Ho- 
nour, for the ingaging this new, and dazling 
Beauty. But none was there on whom her 
Charms had greater influence, than on the 
Heart of IDoukus, the Brother of AR1Da- 
NOR : He no ſooner ſaw her, than he be- 
came enamour d with her; and ng ſooner 
felt the Emotions of that Paſſion, than he 
ſet his whole Wits at work for the grati- 
fication of it. He had a thouſand Oppor- 
tunities, which the reſt of her Admirers 
wanted ſhe was lodg d in his Brother's Pa- 
©; eB lace, 
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ee was the Siſter of Bax six A; and by that 
kind of relative Obligation, might take ma- 
ny Liberties with her, which from ano- 
ther would create ſuſpicion, and be 160k'd 
on as too preſuming. Without ſceming 
therefote to make Love; he made it in the 
moſt effectual manner; and all that he did, 
75 g for no more than the Complaiſance 
hich was owing from him to the Siſter 
of his Elder Brother's Wife, he was omit- 
ted in the Cautions given her how to be- 
have to the others who declared themſelves 
her Lovers; and he found the means to 
ſteal himſelf into her Affections, as though 
without deſign.— —— dhe was young, un- 
experienced in ihe Artificks of Love, and 
unknowing of the Snare laid for her, fell 
into it with as much cafe as the watchful 
Ruiner could wiſh. Being, in a manner, 
one of the Family, he never wanted free 
acceſs to her Chamber; was frequently a- 
lone with her; would ſometimes paſs many 
hours with her in reading; playing on the 
Muſick, in which he was an admirable Pro- 
ficient; or in telling her the Caurt-news. 
The murual liking which both teſtified of 
the other's Company, was aſcribed by BAR- 
SINA only to a conformity in their Hu- 
mours; and ARIDANOR, who better knew 
his Brother's Conſtitution, Was at this time 
too much engaged in his own Amours, to 
obſerve that * was carry ing on between 
them, 
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them. Repeated Opportunities, and a cer- 
tain Languiſhment in the Eyes of the fair 
ALMIRA, which ſhe had not the artifice 
to conceal, at length embolden'd the im- 
patient Lover to endeavour the accom- 
pliſhment of his deſires. And one day, when 
BARSINA was abroad, he took the advan- 
tage of being alone with her, and at once 
attempted and attain'd all that he wiſh'd, or 
hoped to enjoy. So ſwift the pleaſing Ruin 
came, ſhe had not time to know, much leſs 
to avert the Danger ; and when compleated, 
could not be recall d. 

The difficulty of a Lover is to obtain; 
his Point once gain'd, tis eaſy to maintain 
his Power; and rarely, if ever, does that 
Woman, who has yielded through Incli- 
nation, repent ſo far of what ſhe has done, 
as not to ſuffer the dear Youth to repeat 
thoſe Joys by which ſhe was at firſt aban- 
don'd to the ſoft Perdition. IDoMEUus and 
ALMIRA, unfearing Satiety, and thinking 
themſelves ſecure from all Diſcovery and 
Blame, indulg'd their mutual Flames to all 
the wild exceſs of guilty Rapture. Ipo- 
MEUS, notwithſtanding the natural Incon- 
ſtancy of his Diſpoſition, confeſsd Delights 
in this young Beauty's Arms, which for a 
time engaged him wholly hers; and to the 
raviſh'd Soul of fond ALMIRA, he ſeem'd 
more than mortal. Each ſcem'd to vye 


with the other which ſhould exceed in Paſ- 
ſion, 
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ſion, and moſt diſſolve in criminal Deſire. 
— hut this was but for a time: Soon 
the ſweetneſs of their too extravagant Bliſs, 
was to be imbitter d. ALMIRA found her- 
ſelf with child ; and by communicating the 
knowledge of this Misfortune to her Lover, 
perceived ſhe had not only the Melancholy, 
and, if divulg'd, Shame of her Condition 
to ſuſtain, but alſo, that the Author of it 
ſeem'd rather more uneaſy for himſelf than 
her. He talk'd of nothing but the Diſplea- 
ſure of ARIDANoR, and the Reproaches of 
BARSINA, and ſeem'd more to upbraid than 
pity the Effect of their once fervent Love. 
is needleſs to ſay how terrible a ſhock 
this muſt be to a Woman, who, in ſuch a 
Circumſtance expects Conſolation only; 
and certainly deſerves it from the Man to 
whoſe fatal and undoing Artifices ſhe is in- 
debted for her approaching Miſery. Tis 
eaſy to imagine ſhe felt all that Ingratitude, 
and Tenderneſs abuſed could inflict ; yet 
would not the Mildneſs of her Nature ſuf- 
fer her to ſay any thing which could be 
called ſevere: but, when he deſired, that 
both for his and her own ſake ſhe would 
keep it ſecret, Alas! cry'd ſhe, are Impoſ- 
ſibilities to be expected from me ? — Am 
I not in the Houſe with my Siſter, from 
whoſe penetrating Judgment I might as 
well hope to blind the Eye of Heaven, as 
hide it long. And when, or how can 1 
| re- 
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xemove? What pretence have I for lea- 
ving her? Or, if I could invent one, to 
whom ſhould I apply ? I have no Acquain- 
tance here, no Boſom Friend, to whom I 
might impart the Myſtery, and expect re- 
lief. Something muſt be done, replied he 
coldly ; and tho' the management of ſuch 
Affairs is more properly the buſineſs of 
your Sex, than ours, I will endeavour to 
find ſome Perſon with whom you may re- 
main; but ſhould the Secret be made known, 
I think it will be infinitely leſs vexatious 
to us both, to have the Suſpicion light on 
any other Man than me. — It may oc- 
caſion a Breach between ARI DAN OR and 
BARSINA, which never, perhaps, will be made 
up. I would have you, therefore, dear 
ALMIRA! entirely to conceal your Tender- 
neſs for me, or that I feel for you. 
But this, purſued he, perceiving ſhe was 

ante into tears at his words, is all but 

ſuppoſition.— I hope we may order it ſo, 

that all thoſe from whom we would con- 

ceal it, ſhould have no conjecture of 

the reaſon which induces you to remove, 

which yet you need not think of fora long 

time. 

Reflecting within himſelf, that he had 
not at the firſt diſcovery of this Event, be- 
haved with that ſoftneſs which he ought = 
have done, he endeavourd to repair that 
Fault, by ſaying a great many kind and 

ten- 


( 192 ) 
tender things to her. But, alas! the little 
Compaſſion he had teſtified for the Ruin he 
had brought on her, had alrcady pierced her 
Heart too far, for all the Fondneſs that he 
could afterwards cxpreſs, to remove. She 
rightly judged, that thoſe Emotions of the 
Mind, which in a ſurprize the unguarded 
Soul ſends forth, ate more to be beliey'd 
than all the Tongue can ſpeak, when Re- 
collection has given room for Artifice ; and 
contemplating her Condition with Eyes 
unprejudiced, ſhe ſaw the miſery of it, nor 
could be blind. to that proſpect of mingled 
Infamy and Horror, which open'd itſelf to 
her affrighted View. 

Her Griefs, join'd to thoſe Diſorders na- 
tural to Women in the like Circumſtances, 
threw her into ſuch a deep Melancholy and 
Indiſpoſition, that ſhe was unfit for Com- 
pany; ſhe kept her Chamber, and even 
there avoided being ſcen as much as poſ- 
ſible, even by any of the Family ; ſhe fan- 
cied that whocycr look'd on her would 
gueſs the occaſion of her alter'd Counte- 
nance, and gave way to fo terrible a De- 
ſpair, that had it been of long continuance, 
muſt certainly have ended in Madneſs. Her 
refuſing ſometimes, even to admit her Siſ- 
ter, made IDOMEUS not attempt going in- 
to her Chamber; not that he doubted her 
readineſs to accept his Viſit, but he thought 
that to be received when all the Wo 

” ide 


ſide: were denied, would look too partieu- 
lar not to cauſe inſpection into the reaſon 
of ſo ſtrange a Behaviour. Being vex'd at 
the heart at her proceeding in this man- 
ner, he writ a Letter of Advice to her, 
which one day, when witheBARSINA he was 
ſitting with her, he ſlipt into her hand un- 
perceivd by that unſuſpecting Lady. The 
Contents of it were as follows. 


To the Lovely ALMIRA. 


HY do you expreſs a Terror leſt 
your Secret ſhould be divulg'd, 
and at the ſame time take the moſt effectual 
means to make it ſo? — Can any thing be 
more contrary to Prudence than your Be- 
haviour ? — Will not your alter'd Looks 
put People on an cnquiry into the oc- 
calion ? And that unuſual Sadneſs which 
ſits upon your Brow, convince them that 
there is ſomething more than Indiſpoſition 
in the caſe ? — Why, my Deareſt | have 
you ſo little regard either of yourſelf, or 
me! You fancy your Condition infi- 
nitely worſe than it is : How many Ladies 
have been, and doubtleſs are now in the 
ſame, yet retain their accuſtomed Gaiety, 
and paſs unſuſpected by the moſt diligent 
obſervers? — For Heaven's ſake call your 
Reaſon to your aid, and conſider what it 
is you do, and what it is you would a- 
O * yoid. 
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void. It is yet a long time before the 
* Myſtery is in any danger, but from your- 
* ſelf, of being made known; and you may 
depend on my Care to take ſuch mea- 
ſures as ſhall ſecure your Reputation, and 
afford you all the Conſolation you can 
wiſh.— Reſume, therefore, your former 
Sprightlineſs, and let thoſe Eyes which firſt 
lit up my Lyove, ſtill ſhinc,and bleſs me 
with their chearing Glances. Nor let any 
| rien of Love diſturb thy gentle Soul. 
clieve me, my Adorable, thou art now as 
dear, as charming to my raviſh'd Thoughts, 
as in the extatic moment of our firſt En- 
joyment. How cruel are you then, to 
* anticipate the worſt that Time or Age could 
do! — How many bliſsful Hours have we 
loſt by this unkind Retirement ! ——Scarce 
could I ſuffer more, wer't thou inconſtant ! 
© Throw off then a Sadneſs ſo much an 
* Enemy to Love, to thy Reputation, and 
to our mutual Contentment; and let us 
once more haſten to thoſe Joys which 
© only thou canſt give, and none can be 
Capable of recciving in a manner more 
ſublime, than, 


* * . 0 


oy 


My For-cver-lov'd ALMIRA's 
© Moſt paſſionately Devoted, 
And Faithful 
© IDOMEUS. 


4 N. 
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P. S. As a Proof of that Tenderneſs 
© you have ſo often ſworn, I again entreat 
you will let me ſee you in publick to- 
< morrow, which is the only means that 
© can ſecure us that Happineſs in private, 
which I till flatter myſelf you languiſh 
for, with the ſame Ardour you once con- 
feſsd, and I ſtill feel. Adieu! my Char- 
mer.” 


e 


As the chief raiſon of that Diſcontent 


which had ſeiz'd upon her Spirits, was the 


belief that ſhe was now grown indifferent 
to the dear Ruiner, the hope that ſhe had 
wrong'd him by an unjuſt Suſpicion, diſſi- 
pated the greateſt part of it: and as her 
Deſpair decreaſed, the force of Reaſon 
ſtrengthen'd itſelf in her. She ſaw, indeed, 


that ſhe had taken wrong ſteps for the con- 


cealment of what ſhe ſo much fear'd ſhould 
be diſcover'd, and wonder'd how ſhe could 
have been ſo loſt to Thought, as to be guil- 
ty of it. Athouſand and a thouſand times 
ſhe kiſsd the dear Teſtimony of her Lover's 
Truth, and reſolv'd not to delay Obedience 
to the purport. She therefore order'd her 
Woman, that ſame Evening, to let her Siſ- 
ter know that ſhe was better, and deſired 
her Company; which that affectionate La- 
dy rejoicing to hear, went to her imme- 
diatcly, and found her even beyond Ex- 
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pectation in ſo ſhort a time recovered. The 
next day ſhe dined at table with the Fami- 
ly, and ſome Strangers, who e to 

be there that day. | 
The Gardens belonging to the Palace of 
ARIDANOR being extremely pleaſant, they 
all adjourn'd to pals ſome part of the Mid- 
day's Heat in thoſe retreſhing Groves: As 
they were walking up an Alley, which led 
to that dclightful Receſs to which they 
were going, ARIDANOR, who happen'd to 
be behind ALMIRA, ſaw that in plucking 
a Handkerchict out of hcr Pocket, ſhe 
dropped a Paper; which he ſtooping haſtily 
to take up, with a deſign to reſtore to her, 
he ſaw it was his Brothcr's Hand. The 
Surprize he was in, to ſee it in a Direction 
to a Lady, who, till ſhe came to live at his 
Houſe, -he ncvcr had the leaſt acquaintance 
with, and ſince had Opportunitics too fre- 
quently for ſpecch to have any occaſion 
that he could think on to employ his Pen, 
made him alter his deſign of returning it 
to her: and as none in the company ſaw 
him take it up, he put it into his Pocket, 
reſolving to inform himſelf of this Secret; 
and imagining there muſt be ſomething more 
than ordinary in it, he ſoon made an Ex- 
cuſe for leaving his Gueſts, and retired to 
his Cloſct for the ſatisfaction of his Curioſity. 
I doubt not but my Readcr eaſily be- 
lieves this Letter was that which Ipo: tvs 
had 
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had writ to the diſconſolate Ar,xirna, to 
perſuade her to take other meaſures than 
thoſe her late Sorrows had obliged her to 
give into, and indeed was the only one he 
had at that time ever written to her. It 
is impoſſible to know whether Aſtoniſh- 
ment or Vexation was the molt predomi- 
nant in the Mind of ARI ůDñPANOR, ar this 
Explanation of his Siſter's, till now, myſte- 
rious Griefs, or if he more condemned his 
Brother for his Attempt on a Woman fo 
nearly related to his Wife, or her for taking 
ſo little care to conceal what had pats d 
between them. IpoMEUs has reaſon to 
accuſe her, ſaid he to himſelf, as ſoon as he 
had done reading; would any Woman, poſ- 
ſeſs'd of the ſmalleſt ſhare of Senſe; have 
acted as ſhe, has done? Her Melancholy, her 
Diſorders, which ſhe ſcarce aim'd at diſ- 
guiſing, might, without the help of 
this Letter, had we not all becn blinded: 
by our good Opinion, have let us into the 
whole Secret ? Twas wrong in him, 
however, to engage in an Intrigue with the 
Siſter of BARSINA, nor can | caſily forgive 
him for the Diſquiets it may poſſibly, 
create. 

He was for ſome time divided in his Sen- 
timents, whether he ſhould take any notice 
of the Diſcovery he had made, or not; but 
fearing it might be further blazed, through 
Negligence, or Imprudence, at laſt ecſolV'd 
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not to conceal it. As he was in theſe Co- 
gitations, his Brother, who wondred' at his 
leaving the Company in ſo abrupt a man- 
ner, came to ſeck him : he found him with 
the Letter in his hand, which, as ſoon as he 


ſaw him enter the Room, he threw to him, 


telling him he ought to be more careful to 
whom he writ; and ſince he had been 
guilty of ſo great a Fault, in a Family where 
nothing but the utmoſt Reſpect was owing 
from him, he ſhould at leaſt have warned 
the Perſon with whom he committed it, 
to be more cautious of his and her own 
Secret. Theſe Words, and the ſight of the 
Paper, ſo much confoundcd him, that for 
ſome moments he was wholly bereft of 
Speech; and when he had the uſe of it, 
was little able to employ it in any Argu- 
ments, which might excuſe what he had 
done. ARIDANOR, however, continued 
not long the Severities with which he had 
accoſted him; he could not heartily con- 
demn that in his Brother to which himſelf 
had but too great a Propenſity, and more 
frequently indulg'd than check d. And 
as his greateſt Perplexity was, leſt what had 
happen'd ſhould come to the knowledge of 
BARSINA, he charg'd him to behave to 
ALMIR4 in ſuch a manner, as ſhould pre- 
vent her from giving any cauſe of Suſpi- 
cion, either through Inadvertency, or De- 
ſign. They had a long Conyerſation to- 
107 gcther 
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gether on this Subject, which, at their re- 
turn to the Company, ARIDANOR excuſed, 
by ſaying, he had juſt received ſome Letters 
from the Country, which required an im- 
mediate diſpatch in anſwering. But the 
firſt time IvoMEUs found himſelf alone 
with ALMIRA, he gently reproved her for 
the omiſſion ſhe had been guilty of, in 
not burning his Letter, which he told 
her he had found, his Brother having de- 
fired ſhe might not know he was in the 
Secret. Suppoſe, ſaid he, that BAksINA, 
or ARIDANOR, had taken it up, it was but 
our Good-fortune which prevented our Se- 
cret from being diſcover'd by thoſe from 
whom tis moſt our Intereſt to conceal it; 
they were both in company when the fa- 
tal Scroll dropp'd from your Pocket, (and 
might have ſeen it as well as I. Poor Al- 
MIRA trembled all the time he was ſpeak- 
ing, and could not for a good while ger 
over the Horror it involv'd her in, but even 
to think how near ſhe had been to what 
ſhe moſt dreaded : This danger made her 
readily agree with him to be more cautious 
and circumſpect than they had been, to be 
leſs frequently alone together than former. 
ly, and on no occaſion whatever to be- 
have in a manner which could awaken Ob- 
ſervation to a. Scrutiny into their Diſpoſt- 
tions. Ipoukus did not fail to acquaint 
his Brother with the Diſcourſe which had 
94 paſs'd 


(-200 ) 

paſs'd between them, and the Reſolutions 
which both of them had taken to regulate 
their future Conduct; yet was he not per- 
fectly at caſe: he knew very well; that to 
keep the Condition in which ALMIRA was, 
pally a Secret, there were a million of 
Chances againſt one; and could not de- 
fend himſelf from the Apprchenſions he 
Was daily perſecuted with, This Accident 
ſerv'd to let him know, that BARSINA was 
more dear to him, than he himſelf was 
ſenſible of before; ſince it was the ſole 
fear of giving her diſquict, which occa- 
ſioned ſo much in his own Breaſt. 

Io make the Proverb good, which ſays, 
That one Vexation ſeldom arrives without 
being attended by others; while he was 
ſtruggling with that which the knowledge 
of Ipouxus's Intrigue had given him, he 
received no inconſiderable Addition to it, 
through the Jealouſy of ZELIN DA. That 
Lady, as well as others, had heard the Story, 
at which the whole Court diverted them- 
ſclves, of ARIDANOR having been lock'd up 
in the Cloſct of ISMON DA; and remembring 
that ſhe had formerly obſcrv'd he had treat- 
ed her with a Complaiſance, which might 
very well be taken for Love, and that of 
late they had ſeem'd to ſhun each other's 
Preſence, and if they met, behay'd with 
a Coldneſs and Diſreſpect unbecoming 


of either of their n. in reality, 
| ſhe 
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ſhe made no doubt but there was an Amour, 
and that perceiving it grew talk d of, they 
had agreed to affect this Indifference in 
publick, that the Fondneſs which in pri- 
vate they induiged, might be leſs liable 
to Suſpicion. — She had an extraordinary 
opinion of herſelf, and thought that when 
ſhe condeſcended to favour a Man in the 
manner ſhe had done ARIDANOR, he ought 
to baniſh all former Impreſſions from his 
Soul, and devote it wholly to her. But 
reſolving to be fully aſſur'd, that he was 
falſe, before ſhe gave him any Proofs that 
ſhe was jealous, ſhe carefully obſerv'd all his 
Words and Actions, when in the preſence 
of ISMONDA ; but that indrawa notice of his 
Eyes, which was occaſion'd by Reſentment, 
and the Fears of relapſing into his former 
Paſſion, ſhe took for the Effects of Caution, 
and imagin'd he look'd not on her, becauſe 
ſenſible he could not look on her without 
diſcovering too great a Tenderneſs: In fine, 
every thing ſhe heard, every thing ſhe ſaw, 
more. confirming her that the report of the 
Amour between them was not without rea- 
ſon; ſhe was beginning to conſider in 
what terms ſhe ſhould reproach him, and 
more expoſe her Rival to the Ridicule of 
the Court. She happen'd to be alone in 
the Palace-Gardens one Evening, indulging 
her Ill humour, when ſhe ſaw ARI DA NOR 
paſs ſwiftly by, unſecing her, and go di- 

rectly 
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realy to the Gate which led into the Wil- 
derneſs. The Solitude of the Place which 
ſhe ſaw him enter, and the haſte he made 
to arrive at it, had very much the Air of 
an amorous Rendezvous, and ſhe bleſs'd 
her good Stars for giving her this oppor- 
tunity of detecting him. She conſider'd 
not long therefore, what it was ſhe had to 
do; but following the Path he took, was 
in the Wilderneſs a very few Minutes be- 
hind him: She left not a Grotto unſearch'd 
all the way ſhe went ; but Fortune not yet 
directing her to the right, ſo much time 
was ſpent, that ſhe diſappointed not the 
Perſons ſhe ſought, of accompliſhing the In- 
tent they had in meeting. Tis impoſſible 
to expreſs how much Vexation this Re- 
fiction gave her; but reſolving to make 
herſelf amends, by the Revenge ſhe would 
hereafter take on the Reputation of her Ri- 
val, ſhe proſecuted her ſearch ; and being 
at laſt come to that place, which was in 
reality the Scene of their ſtolen Joys, ſhe 
faw ARIDANOR Come out of the molt dark 
and ſhady Receſs the whole Wilderneſs at- 
forded, and to her unſpeakable Surprize, 
not ISMoNDA, but ELARIA in his hand. 

Never were any Perſons more cover'd 
with Confuſion than were theſe three; tis 
difficult to ſay which of them had the great- 
eſt ſhare of it; ELARIA at perceiving her 
| Amour 
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Amour was diſcoverd 5 ARTDANoOR that it 
was fo, by the very Woman, from whom, 
next his Wife, he would moſt carefully have 
conceal'd it ; or ZELINDA, ar finding her- 
ſelf miſtaken in the Object of her Jealouſy. 
This Lady, however, had the advantage of 
firſt being able to recolle@ herſelf, and with 
the moſt ſcornful and malicious Smile ſhe 
could put on, accoſted ARIDANOR in theſe 
terms: I thought to have found you in other 
Company, my Lord, ſaid ſhe;nor could T have 
belie vd, without having been convinc'd of it 
by my own Eyes, that a Girl ſo unexperi- 
enc'd in Converſation as ELARIA is, could 
attract a Man of your Lordſhip's nice Gouſt 
half a minute; much leſs could I have 
thought (continued ſhe, turning her Eyes 
on ELARIA, whoſe Face through ſhame 
and anger was dy'd all over with a ſcarlet 
bluſh) that the Modeſty of my ſeemingly in- 
nocent Couſin would have ſuffer d her to 
make amorous Appointments. Hea- 
vens! cryd ſhe, How could you be ſo inde- 
cent, ſo horridly wicked, as to commit ſuch 
an Action in the face of the Sun? If Love 
be a Crime, reply d ARIDANOR, wex'd to 
the very Soul, 1 know not why it ſhould be 
abſolvd at one time more than another 
Circumſtances indeed may very much ex- 
tenuate or alleviate the Guilt, and you know 
very well, Madam! that there are ſome 
Ladies who think that Paſhon is in itſelf 
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an excuſe for breaking through the ſtricteſt 
Tyes. L et us talk no more, therefore, 
I beſcech you of this matter, ELARIA is 
perfectly innocent of what you ſeem to 
accuſe her I met her here by chance, 
and thinking it unbecoming in a Lady of 
her Age to give way to thoſe Reflections 
the Melancholy of this ſolitary Place in- 
ſpires, offer d my Service to conduct her back 
to the Palace. Extremely well, reſum d 
ZELINDA peeviſhly; and your Lordſhip too 
came here to indulge Chagrin ? But now 
I think on't, that may poſlibly be true ; you 
like being alone ſometimes, or you would 
not have had patience to have been lock d 
up for two long hours in the Cloſet of Is- 
MONDA. You fee, my Lord, added ſhe, 
ſeeing him look prodigiouſly amaz'd at 
theſe Words, that I have a perfect Intelli- 
gence of your Amours, and it muſt be con- 
feſsd indeed, that you are a Man of ad- 
mirable Addreſs to carry on ſo many diffe- 
rent ones at the ſame time, all too with 
Women of the Court, and yet preſerve 
yourſelf from the Effects of Jealouſy. Jea- 
louſy, Madam! anſwerd he; if I. gave 
cauſe for jt, it would be of little ſervice to 
the Woman who teſtify'd it to a Man of my 
Diſpoſition 5 and I would, above all things, 
have. her who thinks my Eſteem worthy of 
her regard, to abſtain from that pernicious 
Paſſion, tis the very pgiſan of Love; nor 


would 
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would I ſearch for Pleaſure in a Bed of 
Snakes, tho' cover'd with a VENUS. Moſt 
Heroically indeed, ſaid ZELINDA, you affert 
the Prerogative of your Sex; and ſince you 
are of this humour, I congratulate your 
Choice ; from the tame humble Spirit of E- 
LARIA you fear no Reproaches : perhaps ſhe 
thinks your Love, at leaſt the ſhow of it, ſo 
great a Favour, that ſhe ought not to repine 
at the ſhare you beſtow of it on others But, 
continu d ſhe, with the utmoſt ſpite, for 
fear ſhe ſhould not enough know how to 
expreſs her Gratitude, ORSAMESs ſhall in- 
ſtruct her what to do, nor will I delay one 
moment acquainting him with the Honour 
his Family receives in the deference you pay 
his Daughter. I hope then, Madam! anſwer'd 
he, provok'd beyond meaſure at this Menace, 
that you will not forget to inform him alſo, 
that however ELARIA may have prov'd, 
there are other Ladies of his Family who do 
not love Ingratitude, and chuſe rather to 
confer Favours unask'd, than refuſe them 
when they arc the Merit of a long Service. 
ZELINDA could not avoid hearing this Re- 
proach, tho ſhe ſeem'd not to do ſo; and 
having turn'd upon her heel juſt as ſhe had 
concluded the Words already repeated, was 
tripping away as faſt ſhe could when he be- 


gan to ſpeak, and turn'd not back to con- 


tinue a Converſation in which ſhe had lit- 
tle reaſon to expect ſhe ſhould have the bet- 


ter. Poor 
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Poor ELARIA, Who all the time the had 
bern there, had not utter d a Syllable, nor 
dated, through Fear and Shame, ſcarce to lift 
up her Eyes, now tarn'd them on her dear 
Undoer ; and pouring forth at the ſame 
time a torrent of Tears, What will become 
of me, my Lord? ſa: ſhe ; this cruel Wo- 
man will certainly betray me, and I no 
more can ſee my Father's face. This La- 
mentation was more cutting to ARIDANOR, 
than all the Raillery of the other had been, 
not only that he was really concern'd for 
what might happen, through the Pride and 
Jealouſy. of her offended Rival, but alſo 
that this Demand included ſomething of a 
Dependance on him, which was no ways 
— to him. Diſguiſing therefore all 
the fears he had of ZELINDA's making good 
her Threats, Why are you terrify'd, my dear 
ELARIA! ſaid he: Your Couſin will not 
certainly be fo baſc as to expoſe you, nor 
can I think {he would be the bearer of a 
Theme ſo unwelcome to a Father's ear.—— 
Beſides, ſhe can at moſt bur have a ſuſpicion 
.of our Amour, and will not venture to 
make what is in her but bare Imagination, 
paſs on others for current Truth De- 


pend on it, continued he, finding her ſtill 
in ſat ic d, there is nothing in what you ap- 
prchend, nor do I foreſee any Conſequence 
from this Meeting, half ſo bad as the preſent 
Diſcompoſure of your „ up 

then, 
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then, my Angel; thy drooping Spirits, and 
believe 1 ſuffer more in the ſight of thy Diſ- 
orders, than any thing which can enſue 
will make thee feel. 

He purſued his Endeavours to re- aſſure her 
all the way they walk'd together, and being 
come within the Garden, he took leave 
and ſeparated, becauſe the Walks were at 
that time very full of Company. BARSILNA 
and ALMIRA, with ſome other Ladies, ap- 
pear'd at a little diſtance 3 to whom he im- 
mediately join'd himſelf, as did ELARIA 
with two or three who ſhe ſaw together of 
her acquaintance. 

But too true a Preſage had this unhappy 
Beauty of her approaching Misfortune : Ar 
her coming home, ſhe found ZELINDA there 
before her, and by her Countenance, as 
well as by the mingled Grief and Indigna- 
tion which ſhe beheld in that of both her 
Parents, immediately knew the Evil ſhe ſo 
much dreaded, had in reality befallen her. 
The Servants, who at her entrance into the 
Room, were waiting, being diſmiſs'd, ſhe 
continu'd not a moment in ſuſpence. Or- 
SAMES, With all the marks of the moft vio- 
lent Fury in his Voice and Eyes, took her 
by the trembling Arm, and accoſted her in 
theſe Terms: Is it poſſible, ſaid he, that 
thou can'ſt ſo much degenerate from thy 
Mother's Virtue, and thy Father's Spirit, as 
to ſubmic thy ſelf the Slave of baſe Deſires ? 
and 
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and forgetfal of thy own and Houſe's Ho- 
nour, yield ro become the looſe Diverſion 
of an idle Hour, and fit Society for none but 
ſuch as live by Proſtitution ?-—Speak, pur- 
ſu d he, (growing more fierce, as by her Tears 
and Tremblings he found more reaſon to be- 
lieve the Truth of what he had heard) art 
thou this Wretch ? Haſt thou at once 
caſt off all Senſe of Honour, Virtue, and 
Reputation? With infinite difficulty, ſhe 
at laſt faintly anſwer'd, No; but was un- 
able to bring forth more: and the griey'd Fa- 
ther till perſiſting in his Reproaches, which 
were ſeconded by the more peircing, it poſ- 
ſible, Sorrows of a moſt tender Mother, 
ſtruck ſo deeply to the fair Offender's Heart, 
that ſhe fell fainting at their feet, happy, 
in a ſhort Ceſlation, from the Pangs of 
Thought, and the juſt Senſe of her forlorn 
Condition, and the ſad State to which ſhe 
had reduced Parents to whom ſhe had been 
ſo dear. 

Neyer was a Scene more moving, the 
mournful Mother weeping o'er her ruind 
Offspring ; the unhappy Father divided -be- 
tween Grief, and Rage, and Pity; Revilings 
fill'd his mouth, but the faſt Sighs which 
every now and then broke in upon his 
Words, and ſtopp'd the ſtruggling Accents, 
. declar'd there was a ſtock of Tenderneſs 
within, which would not ſuffer him to for- 
get it was his darling Daughter he was about 

tO 
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to curſe: with fudden ſtarts like thoſe 
which Frenzy caufes, lle ſtood and gaz d on 
the ſtill dear, tho fuin'd Beauty, while the 
no leſs afflicted, tho more patient Mother, 
was with ZELIxbA, employing their ut. 
moſt care to recover her from, the Swoon 
which conſcious Guilt and Shame had 
thrown her in. As ſoon as ſhe came to her- 
ſelf, Alas! my dear Couſin, ſaid Z ELINA 
to her, how griev d am Ito ſee you thus 
yet 1 could not reſolve to ſee you perſevere 
in a Conduct ſo diſhotionrable to yourſelf 
and Family, without inforthing thoſe of it, 
who'otly can oblige'you to regulate it for 
the future, bv know, that when firſt 
"u made me the Confidante of your un- 

happy Paſſion for this deſtructive ARTDA-. 
NOR, I did not fail to ſer before your Eyes 
the danger of giving way to it ; I reminded 
you of his being married, and of the Gaity 
of his Humour, which would not ſuffer him 
to loſe any opportunity you ſhould give him 
of taking an advantage over you——You' 
promis d then to take my Counſel, and 
while I hoped you did, forbore to utter the 
leaſt ſyllable of what 1 knew: but you 
have now undone yourſelf in every Cir- 
cumſtance; and would to Heaven, added 
ſhe, with a feign d Sigh, I were the only 
Perſon about Court to whom your Secret 
were divulg'd ; but you have been too 1 

| m 
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lick ip your Ayr, not to have made even 
EN herſelf ſuſpect it. 

n this manner,; under the pretence of 
Friendſhip. and Concern for her, did ſhe go 
NY, e e her unfortunate Couſin, 

em, to pity the Condition 

1 near gh Sen e in 
A xpoſing a Rivals 5 too artleſs and unex - 
pellen Cd in Decgi ad nothing to anſwer 
Ne cou d. NE r bc thought, 11 gan 
than, Re 1 heen e and the per- 
plex" ORA, and. her troubled "A $4 
had from ber own Behaviour but tog many 
Copftirmations. of the Truth of what. they 
had been told by ZrimNDpa. Reſolving 
therefore to put a period to an Affair {0 
oftenſiye to. Virtue and to their Honour, 
they ſent her down. to a Relation they had 
ig, a, far diſtant Country, ordering her to 
be trictly Watch d and kept there, and even 
deny d the privilege of Pen or Paper, to 
the end that ſhe might have no means of in- 
forming ARIDANOR of the place of her 
abode, , ar encourage him, to A any 
thing for the recovering her. 

But, alas! this laſt part of the Charge 
they gaye, might haye been ſparcd; the 
Naſſion of Aripanor had alrcady had its 
fill, and had no longer thoſe impaticnt 
Longings, which put Men on combating 
with the greateſt Difficulties for the Gratifi- 
Cation. He was, indecd, infinitely 

ET vcx'd, 
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-vex'd, that ZEN had ſo much reaſon to 
ſuſpect her Couſin had given him the ſame 
- Proofs of an ungovernable Tenderneſs which 
herſelf had done, becauſe he doubted not 
but that her Jealouſy, join d with that na- 
tural Propenſity moſt Women have to ex- 
poſe the Faults of each other, would make 
her diſcboſe/ this to as many as ſhe Was ac- 

:quainccd:. with!“ Duo 111971 7 16008 96H 
BLARIA was no ſooner ſent away, than 
he was inforin'd of / it hy ſhe ho had occa- 
ſton d it: If I have net the power over your 
Affections, ſaid ſhe haughtily, you ſce can 
over thoſe you have preferred to me; ELA- 
- RIA is gone to a place, whence all your 
Love will not afford you the means to 
bring her back. This News was far 
from being fo great a trouble to hir, as 
- ZELINDA imagin'd it: would be; and taking 

this opportunity, which her Jealouſy! gave 
him, of being rid of both at once, he told 
her, that he loved Tranquillity too well, to 

part with it on any conſideration; that he 

would not be made uneaſy. by the Caprice 
of any Woman; and that; in fine, he found 
ſo much trouble in Intrigue, that he would, 
for the future, confine his whole Deſires in 
the compass of BARSIIN AS Arms. Theſe 
Words were like a Thunder-clap to the 
Ears of her to whom they were addreſs d; 
who, expecting no ſuch matter, and ſtill 
finding too many Charms in him to con- 
1 ſent 
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oſent to part vwithbhimg endeav out to ex- 
cule the Raſhneſs of her JeaJoulyy1aftd pro- 
teſtec ſhe would no more pry into his 
*Amours, or attempt to diſturb hini in the 
purſuit of any thing. in Which he propos'd 
4 Picaſurc. AR IAN OR wanted not Good- 
nature; and fſering ſhe hack! ſubmitted to 
his. Humour io much beyond: what he could 
have imagin'd from one of hers, he thought 
nit todo muchito humble her Spirit, and 
- mak baniferable/her Love at the ſame time: 
and taking her in his Arms, aſſur'd her he 
would! not only forgive what ſhe had donc 
on the ſcore of ELARIA, but alſo con- 
tinuc his Affections to her with the ſame 
©U emaerncts and Ardour as before. Now 
Was ſhe as happy in her own dmagination, 
:as. the! had made her Rival wrerched; but 
d hovnlong Fart permitted her this Blefling, we 
2 thall;hereaftcr diſcover; The chief Subjects 
»af our Hiſtory, THEODORE and ISMONDA, 
cat, iprefent ctaim our Attention, and require 
we ſhould look into the means by which 
they were extricated from that Labyrinth 
hof Merplexities, in which we lately left them 
bewilder'd andumnvolvd. {19 ĩX] 
The good Princeſs, extremely troubled 
at me Report which was ſpread abroad of 
- her Favourite, delay d not to acquaint her 
with what ſhe had heard: And the Vexa- 
tion Is MON DA conceiv'd at ſo unlook'd-for 
an n Jajury to her Reputation, had been in- 
20 CS ſup- 
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ſupportable, had ſit not ben fW¼ “ tend by 
the belief, that chis it was which occaſton d 
the late change in the behaviour of the 
Prince towad her; and tha it was not to- 
the want of @onſtancy im tum, but the Jea-! 
Jouſy he had df chers, ſhe'ow'd the Eſtrange- 
ment which for q fomeſ days Had beet be- 
tween them. She atteſted her! Innocence! 
with all the Afeverations which her deſire 
of being clcar'd could ſuggeſt; and feating* 
that every thing which came from herſelf 
might be liable to Suſpteton, emrcared' her 
royal Miſtreſs to put the ſame Queftioas to 
AkiDANoR as 8 hade done to het: No, 
no, ſaid ſhe, I am enough convinc'd by 
what yourſelf aſſures me büt if 1, Were 
not ſo, ſhould little depend o what a aver © 
ſhould alledge in the Vindichtion of a 
Miſtreſs I doubt not but ARIDANOR * 
has honour enough rather to endure he 
reproach of not having heenſ able to pleaſe 
a Lady, than boaſt the Favours he receives 
from her, to the prejudice of her Reputa- 
tion. Aﬀter ſome: little time being paſt in 
theſe kind of Diſcourſes, ISMONDA: reti 
to her own Apartment, to ruminate on 
what ſhe had heard, and conſider what 
means were beſt for hero make uſe of, in 
order to undeceive the Prince from the un- 
jaſt Opinion ſne now not doubted but he 
had entertain d of her. And not having 
* Ne of holding 2 long Conve. 

. ; {ation, 
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ſacion, he having refrain d viſiting her of 
late, ſhe reſdly'd to write to him in iſuch 4 
manner, as ſhould engage him to come] if, 
with his good opinion of her Conduct, he 
had not alſo thrown off all the Tendernefß 
he once chad for her. Notting being ſo 
terrible to a Woman of Spirit as Suſpence, 
ſhe delay d not to — the Certainty of 
her Fate, by N ber Pen ro him in 
this: manner. 7 422 1109 5 
5 121882 1 > of I. 
np to Lerne, the dtdr F 
f ber * Iy Ruler of all her 
7 e Her d Fe Achau, 
0 0D 1) { 107 
7 HAT La e Life of all 
my jays t what a wild Maze of 
Fenss, and Doubts, and IJcalouſics, and 
* dilmal Apprehenſions, have you ſuffer d 
nme to be involvd in! What from 
vyeur alter d Looks and Abſence could 1 
conjecturc, but that + was umdonc, my 
* Love growin taſteleſs, and my Form un- 
pleaſing to your Eyes ?——— is but 
nis moment that 1 had room to hope it 
* was not ſo, and bleſs the happy Scandal 
* Which gives me leave to think tis not In- 
* diffezcaice; or Hate, that keeps you from 
me. che angry; be jealous, bur ſtill re- 
tain your Lore; my Innocence and un- 
Haken Faith will, fame time or other, 
4 * Hog thr way to chaſe the two former 
of: 12 t 4 Paſſions 
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Paſſions from your Btcaſt, but the latter, 
if once loſt, is never to be retriey'd.- — 
The Princeſs, more kind than THEoDORE, 
has inform'd me of the Aſperſions thrown 
on me on ARI DANOR's ſcore. Oh, 
Prince! could you believe me guilty ?— 

But I will not accuſe you, but myſelf, 
fot not revealing to you ſooner tlie Whole 
Hiſtory of that Affair, which has vcca- 
ſioked me this Taint in my Reputation, 


and you theſe needleſs Jealouſies. — 


Think, I conjure you, my dear Prince; 
but ſure I need not remind you of it; 
would J have forſaken rhe faichfit) Artus 
of fond Aprastus, my native Country, 
and unnumbred Friends, forfeited that 
Virtue which from my Youth I ſtrictiy had 
preſerv'd, and run 0 imminent a Hazard 
of loſing my Character, equally precious 
wich my Life; would I have dofie all this 
o purchaſe ThHEODORES Affection, if I 
had thought it ſo mean a Bleſſing, 4s to 
conſent to part with it in exchange for 
ARIDANOR ?—— O, tis an Injury t to my 
Underſtanding, as well as to my Truth, 
to imagine, that, after thee, there is any | 
thing in the whole Sex beſide, capable 10 
attracting my Regard ——Haſte then, an 

do me juſtice.— I live not but for thee 
and if fo wretched to be depriv'd of that 
only Aim, only Ambition of my deſiring 
P4 | «© Soul, 


LOIN 
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? * Soul, thy thy Love, ſhall return 0 Anatolia, 


< and ie, as 1 have liv'd, 


My Ador'd Throponz's, 
ever Paſſionately Faithful, 


| I9MoNDA. 


| She ſent this by a Page, whoſe Fidelity 
ſhe had cxpericnc'd, ordering him to ob- 
ſerve when the Prince was rctiring vo his 
Cloſet, as it was his Cuſtom. to do cvery 
Evening, and deliver the Paper into his 
own hands. He fail d not to obey punctu- 
ally the Directions ſhe gave him, and in- 
ſtead of loſing any time in writing, he ſent 
her back for anſwer, -by word of mouth, 
that in half an hour he would ſee her at 
her own Apartment, There needed no 
more to convince this perfect Lover of her 
Truth, than telling him ſo; he had this 
juſt opinion of all great Spirits, that what- 
ever Faylts they may be guilty of, they ne- 
yer are of Inſincerity, and that her's was 


of that kind, he had had a thouſand In- 


ſtances.— He now gave to the Winds 
his late Diſtruſt, and if he had any Uncaſi- 
neſs, it was in the reflection how much 
he had been to blame, to give any entrance 
to a Paſſion ſa mean as ſcalouſy .. 
Her rightly apply ing t he cauſc of his eſtrange- 
ing himſelf in the manner he had done for 


ſome days, was a new Charm to his tranſ⸗ 
ported 
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ported Soul.— How much beyond her 
Sex, in every thing, is that Woman! ſaid 
he to himſelf ; how far from their little 
Doubts, and impertinent Apprehenſions ! 
She ſecs into the moſt hidden Meanings, 
and. never judges but with almighty Rea- 
ſon.—— And then again would he cry 
out, How unworthy am I to poſſeſs ſuch 
Excellence, who could ſuſpect her for any 
thing leſs than ſhe appears She is a- 
bove, Hypocriſy, or the meaner views 
of vulgar Spirits, and in every Action de- 
notes a generous and diſintereſted Flame, 
and that not the Royalty, but the Perſon 
of the happy THeoport, was the Object 
of her Affections. 

With theſe rapturous Reflections did he 
entertain himſelf while alone; but when 
they met, where is the Pen which can de- 
ſcribe the mighty Joy ! The Pleaſures of Re- 
conciliation between Lovers is unſpeakable, 
unconceivable but by thoſe who have felt 
what tis to have the ſwelling Heart long 
torn with anxious Doubts, and fired with 
Jealouſy, at once reſtor'd to Peace, to Hap- 
pineſs, and all that Heaven of Felicity which 
mutual Love affords. Such was the ſtate 
this bliſsful Pair now ſhar'd, and never had 
rewarded Paſſion fill'd them with Extaſies 
more divine, more inſupportable to ſtagger- 
ing Senſe! They were ſo great, they ſcarce 
Were to be borne, and to have been more, 

muſt 
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muſt have been futal. -S little is Huma. 
nity capable of ſuſtaining the Emotions of 
the Spirit, were there net Bats by Natute 
planted to reſtrain irs forcte. 
In the firſt Truce from ſpeechleſs Tranſ- 


ports, and tumultuous Bliſſes, Iso A re- 
counted to him the whole Hiſtory of the 
Perſecutions ſhe had received from Ax IDA. 
NOR, and the reaſon of het concealing him 
in the Clofct ; but by what means this 
came to be known, neither of them could 
imagine, No body could think that Ari- 
DANOR had ſo little Honour, as to mention 
ſach an Adventure, had it terminated to his 
advantage, much leſs when it happen'd fo 
much the contrary. And the Fidelity of 
LyYSETTA, who was the only Perſon whom 
IsMxoNDA had truſted with that Affair, had 
been too much experienced, to permit a 
doubt on her ſide. It gave alſo ſome little 
Diſcontent to THEODORE, to be told that 
their Amour was ſuſpected, efpecially by a 
Perſon, who, being an unhappy Rival, might 
ſuffer the Dictates of his Malice, to over- 
come thoſe of his Generoſity : but ISMONDA 
ſoon cas d him of thoſe Apprehenſions, by 
telling him, that ſhe had obſerv'd a more 
than ordinary Familiarity þctween him and 
ZELINDA ; that ſhe was more than half aſ- 
ſured, there was an Intimacy between 
them; and that he had now forgotten the 
Paſſion he formerly profeſsd- for her, and 

| "he 
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the Treatment he had Aae from her, 
It was eaſy indeed at this time, to drive” 
all Conſiderations, which were ufleaſy, from 
a Mind which reſolvd to devote itſelf whol- 
ly to Love and Pleaſure. He ſpoke of it 
no more, and the remaining moments they 

paſsd together, were only taken up wit 
mutual Endearments. 
To add to the Contentment of this once 
more happy Prince, he receiv'd news from 
MARMILLIO, that LUTETIA was not only 
brought to bed, but alſo, that the Child ſhe 
went with expired almoſt as ſoon as born, 
and that that Favourite had made a conſt. 
derable progreſs in the Task enjoin'd him, 
of reconciling her to the thoughts of being 
no longer of ſervice to the pleaſure of her 
Prince. All dangers of any diſcovery from 
that quarter being pretty well over, he re- 
ſolv d, for the future, never to be guilty of 
any thing, which, if IMOoNA were wirnels 
of, would cauſe any Interruption in their 
Love. He had nothing now to apprehend, 
but on the ſcore of EURIDICE; and Do- 
RASPE Continually ſolliciting him to in- 
fluence ARBANES to confent to their Nup- 
tials before thoſe of In ENR with ExnesTvs 
could be celebrated ; he thought it beſt to 
yield to his 'Entreaties, and "at the ſame 
time oblige himſelf, by ſecing that Lady 
diſpoſed of, in a manner which would take 
from her the power of expreſſing a Ten- 
derneſs 
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derneſs which laid him under a Neceſſiiy 
of diſſembling with her; yet ſtill retaining 
a deſire of delivering Max MILLI from the 
ſame Troubles himſelf had been involv'd 
in, he oblig d Dor Asp E to ſign the Articles 
of Marriage for IRENE with ERNESTUs, be- 
fore he mention'd the Affair to ARBANES., 
But that being done, the other was well, 
pleaſed to conſent to the promotion of 
his Neice, not doubting but that of his 
Son would immediately enſue, Dok AseR 
was tranſported at the Conceſſion, Ax BA 
NEs well ſatisfied, EUr1Dpice was the only 
Perſon who expreſied any Reluctance; and 
it Was not without ten thouſand Vows, and 
well- diſſembled Ardours of continued Ten- 
derneſs, that THEODORE at laſt perſuaded 
that Lady to yield to be another's, that ſhe 
might with the more ſecurity be alſo his. 
Every thing, however, being at laſt agreed 
on, the Day for the Wedding was appoint- 
ed, and all neceſſary Preparations were or- 
derd to make it magnificent, and becom- 
ing the Quality of DoR As PE, and the paſ- 

ſionate Affection he had for EuxIDIck. 

But as if the love of Intriguc- was to be 
inſpir'd in all who came to the Court of 
Caramania, CLEOMENES, the Brother of 
MARMILL 19, who fince the ſnppoſed Diſ- 
grace of that Favourite, was obliged to be 
continually there, becauſe the, Prince could 
with leſs ſuſpicion both give and, receive 

| Letter, 
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Letters through his means, than any other, 
became Extremely enamour'd with ATTA- 
LINDA, the Wife of a certain Nobleman, 
diſtinguiſh'd by the Title of The Good- 
natured Lord. What firſt gave it him, was, 
that happening to find a moſt paſſionate 
Love- letter directed to his Wife, and alſo 
Thanks fot having received ſome Favours be- 
yond what could be taken for the effects of 
an ordinary Complaiſance, he put it into his 
Pocket very carefully; and the firſt time he 
was alone with her, return'd it to her without 
the leaſt Marks of Jealouty or III. humour; 
ſaying only, My Dear, I wiſh you would be 
mote careful of Papers of this nature. 'T was 
well it fell into no other hands than mint. 
J it had, I know not «hat might 
have become of your Reputation. 
His Valet, who happen'd to be in the next 
Room, and overheard. what paſs'd between 
them on this ſcore, thought the manner of 
his Behaviour ſo very extraordinary, that 
he could not forbear relating it to ſome of 
his Intimates, they to others, and ſo on, 
till it became a Jeſt, not only through the 
Court, but the whole Town. | 

This Story, of which CLEOMENES was 
inform'd, gave him - encouragement to 
hope he ſhould not be unſucceſsful in 
his Amour. What more could a Lover 
wiſh, than ſuch a Proof of the eaſy Tem- 
per pt the Husband he would impoſe upon, 


and 
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and the amotous Diſpoſition of the Wife 
he would ſeduce! . The Beauties of 
AXFFTALINDA no longer gave him Pain, but 
Pleaſure ; becauſe he look d upon her as 
already won, even before he had an oppor- 
tunity of attempting it, which he imagin'd 
Was all that was neceſſary to make him 
maſter of his utmoſt Deſires. But, in ſpite 


of the hopes with which he flatter'd him- 


felf, he found it not ſo eaſy a matter as he 
had imagin'd, to get the liberty of ſpeak- 
ing to her alone; ſhe was ſcarce everto be 
ſeen without ARSINOE with her; and the 
preſence of that Lady, who declar'd her- 


_ 


ſelf a profeſs d Enemy to Intrigue, and all 
the Diverſions of the gay World, gave him 

many diſappointments, when he came fully 
prepared with Arguments, and Aſſurance 
to back them, for the declaration? of his 
Paſſion. The little conformity which there 


appear d to be in the Notions of theſe La- 
dies, the one always alert and chearful, the 
Other grave, formal and preciſe, made every 


body wonder at the Intimacy between them; 
but CLEOMENEs, who made it his buſineſs 
more than any other, to dive into the Rea- 


ſon, could not help believing, that the de- 


mure Countenance might be capable of 
concealing an Inclination which might ten- 
der her no unfit Companion for the o- 
ther, who more openly. betray'd the Im- 
pulſe of Deſire. As he was one day rumi- 


nating 
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nating within himſelf in what manner he 
ſhould proceed, either to make a Confidante 
of, this Shadow of his Miſtreſs, or contrive 
ſome Stratagem which might render them 
156. inſeparable,” a young Nobleman, called 
MAZARES, with whom he was extremely 
intimate, came to viſit him; and after ſome 

little diſcourſe on ordinary Affairs, Dear 
CLEOMENES, ſaid he, I have a Secret to diſ- 
cloſe. to you, but you muſt firſt (wear to 
me never to reveal it; and alſo, that your-. 
will aſſiſt me to get rid of a very trouble- 
ſome buſineſs, which I have unwarily en- 
aged in. I never knew People, replied 
3 make a Confidant of any one, without 
having ſome deſign in it. They make it 
a favour that they truſt us, but always re- 
quire ſomething of us which more than 
counterbalances the Pleaſure of being privy 
to the Affair. But ſetting Raillery apart, 
purſued he, you need not doubt either my 
fidelity or readineſs to oblige you in any 
thing in my power. I do not, reſumed the 
other; nor is the Task difficult, nor to a 
Man of your Conſtitution diſpleaſing, that 
I would enjoin you. But not to keep 
you in ſuſpence, you muſt know I have, for 
a conſiderable time, had an Intrigue with 
one of the fineſt Women about the Court, 
but the Affair is now grown old to me 
have had her ſo long, that ſhe is become as 
3 as a Wife; yet does ſhe not per- 
ceive 


. 
ecive it, but continues ſo ſarfeitingly fond, 


that I, am quite ſick of the very Name of 
Love; and were it not that I have a ſort of 
an Inclination to a very fine Woman that 
is continually, with her, I ſhould find ſome 
pretence or other to quarrel with her: but 
ſuch is my unhappy State, that I cannot 
fee ATTALINDA without her; and am there- 
fore compell d to diſſemblea Paſſion for the 
one, in hope the other will diſeover by my 
Eyes that I have a real one for her. l 
ArTrALIN DA! cried CLEOMENES, more 
ſurprized than can be well expreſtd; then 
it is ARS1NOE whom you have poſſeſs d, 

and ate grown . weary of. Your gueſs is 
right, anſwer'd MAZARES; I have had her 
theſe two Months, and yet the unreaſona- 
ble Creature expects I ſhould meet her with 
the ſame warmth of Inclination, as when 
the Novelty of her Beauties fir d. See, 
continued he, what a Billet I receiv'd from 
her this morning! In ſpeaking theſe words, 
he. plucked.a Letter out of his Pocket, and 
delivering it to CLEOMENES, he found it 
contain d theſe words: 


To the dear Charmer of my Soul, the Ac- 
lists MAZ AREsS. 


T Have not cloſed my Eyes this Night. 
— All my hours ſince laſt I ſaw you, 
. * have been taken up with the cruel. Re- 
: flections 
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flections you cauſed in me. For Hea- 
* ven's ſake, what did you mean by ſaying 
you were obliged to go out of Town for 
© a whole Month? Do you think it poſ- 
* ſible for me to live ſo long without you? 
Or that I can, with any tolerable degree 
of patience, think I have forfeited my 
Honour, for a Man who is capable of ſup- 
* porting ſuch an Abſence ? —— But I hope 
© you ſpoke it with no other deſign than 
* to make trial of my Love; for I cannot 
* ſee that any Motives, unleſs it is Inclina- 
tion, ſhould neceſſitate your going. 
However it be, I beg to be aſſured, and 
that you will not delay one moment the 
ſatisfaction I require. — I am now a- 
lone in my Chamber, whence I will not 
* ſtir till I have your Anſwer. — I wiſh 
you would come yourſelf, and by your 
dear preſence this Morning, make ſome 
*. reparation for the diſquiets of the Night. 
f you are free from Company, let 
the Bearer conduct you to the impatient 
* Arms of 


-. 


* The Languiſhing 


© ARSINOE. 


Good Heaven! cry 4d CLEOMENES, 4s ſoon 
as he bad read it, who will hereafter truſt 
a Woman when ſhe profeſſes Virtue ! — 
The ſeemingly cold AxsIN OE, Write a * 

et 
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let of this nature! ſcarce can I belicye my 
Eyes! —Oh, replied the other, your reſcrv'd 
and coy Women in publick, are ever the moſt 
warmly amorous in private, — The Con- 
ftraint they put on their Inclinations, in 
denying themſelves thoſe innocent Liber- 
tics which others take, makes them break 
out with greater force and vehemence, when 
once they give a looſe to them. —— If 
you would chuſe a Miſtreſs, who, like Ce- 
mele, wiſhes to be clasp'd in Flames, ſeek 
her among the demure and the preciſe. — 
The gay and chearful Girl, evaporates her 
Spirits in ſuperficial Gallantries; but the ſly 
filent Maid longs for more ſubſtantial Joys, 
receives the welcome Bliſs with double ca- 
gerneſs, and never knows Saticty. But ſhe 
can give it, interrupted CLEOMENES, /augh- 
ing, or you would not complain of this Diſ- 
poſition in ARSINOE, Lis true, my Friend, 
replied the other, the Delights of Love, when 
purſued with too much violence at firft, 
degenerate by ſwift degrees into Diſguſt. 
Ahe Bleſſings which Ars1Noe afforded, 
were too extravagant to laſt ;—— and what 
was once the higheſt Joy tranſported Nature 
was capable. of receiving, is now become a 
Toil, a kind of Penance for paſsd Plea- 
ſures. I underſtand you, ſaid CLEOME- 
NES, you have entertain'd a new Deſire, 
and for that reaſon would be glad to gct 
rid of your Obligations to the old * 
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You have hit it, reſumed MAZ ARES, and you 
are the Perſon I have pitch'd on ro do me 


this Service. I have many reaſons to 
believe it is not ne, but my Sex, that Ar- 
. SINOE is in love with; tho' did ſhe really 
find any thing in me more agreeable than 
the generality of Mankind, I doubt not 
but the ſuperior Perfections of CLEOMENES 
might, with a very little pains, oblige her 
to change her Sentiments in his favour, I 
will not return your Lordſhip's Compli- 
ment, ſaid he, becauſe tis natural to flatter 
the Vanity of thoſe from whom we expect 
Favours. — But, pray, of what uſe can 1 
be to you in this Affair? You know 
ARSINOE and ATTALINDA are ſo perpe- 
tually together, that there is not a poſſi- 
bility of ſpeaking to either of them, with- 
out making a Confidante of the other. As 
for that, I have laid a Scheme, replied Ma- 
ZARES; We will go together this Afternoon, 
to viſit ATTALINDA, Where I know we 
{hall find ARSINOE. You ſhall intreat the 
favour of the latter to give you leave to 
talk to her one moment in private; on 
which ſhe will certainly take you into the 
Garden, or ſome other Room. You may 
then make what Pretenſions you pleaſe to 
her; and to ſecond your Arguments, I will 
give you this Letter, which you may tell her 
I dropp'd by accident. Accuſe mg of 
want of that Care I ought. to have taken 
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of her Reputation ; ſay any thing which In- 
vention can ſupply you with, to render me 
unworthy of the happincſs of her Love; 
but be ſure to make no mention of that 1 
have for ATTALINDA.—— I am certain 
you may prevail on her as far as you pleaſe, 
if you follow theſe meaſures. - — At 
leaſt, if yon ſhould fail in that, you will 
not in convincing me of your Friendſhip, 
and engaging my utmoſt Gratitude and Ser- 
vices. CLEOMENES, who, all the time he 
had been ſpeaking, had been caſting about 
in his mind, how to make the beſt Ad- 
vantage of this Adventure for his own De- 
ſigns, readily promiſed to do all that was 
deſired of him ; and as ſoon as they thought 
it a proper hour, both went to the Houle of 
ATTALINDA, where, as MAZARES ſaid, they 
found ARSINOE ; but ſome other Ladies alſo 
being preſent, gave CLEOMENES an inexpreſ- 
ſible ſatisfaction, that while he was cntertain- 
ing ARSINOE, as he had agreed to do, the o- 
ther would be deprived of the opportunity of 
making his Addreſſes to Ar TALIN DA. No- 
thing could be more ſurprized than was AR- 
SINOE, at his deſiring to ſpeak to her in pri- 
vate; ſhe having no farther acquaintance with 
him, than by ſeeing him ſometimes in the 
Drawing-Room, or at Church. She withdrew 
with him, however, to a Window, which 
was a conſiderable diſtance from the Com- 
pany; but he not thinking it remote enough 
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for what he had to ſay, Madam, cryd he, I 
beg you would permit me to attend you to 
ſome other Place; what I have to commu- 
nicate, will, I fear, occaſion ſome Diſorders 
in you, which you will not think proper 
ſhould be obſerv'd by ſo many Witneſſes. 
Tho', ſaid ſhe, I cannot comprehend what 
buſineſs a Perſon ſo much a ſtranger to me, 
as CLEOMENES, can have with me, yet I 
ſhall make no ſcruple of liſt'ning to it; 
believing my Character and Reputation are 
too well known to you, to encourage you 
to entertain me in any manner which may 
be offenſive to that ſtrict Reſerve and Mo- 
deſty by which I regulate my Conduct. It 
was as much as he could do to reſtrain a 
Smile from breaking out at theſe words; 
but compoſing his Countenance to as much 
Gravity as was poſſible, Would to Heaven, 
Madam, anſwered he, that all who have 
the bleſſing of converſing with you, were as 
zealous for your Honour as CLEOMENES 
will ſoon have an opportunity of proving 
himſelf, There needed no more to make 
her as impatient for going with him, as he 
expreſs d that ſhe ſhould do ſo. She found 
there was ſomething myſterious couch'd in 
what he ſaid, and was eager for an Expla- 
nation, —— She therefore led him into AT- 
TALINDA'S Clolet, Which happen'd to be 
open, and was at the end of a long Gallery, 
between which and the Room where they 
Q 3 left 
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' left the Company, were many others, which 
ſecured Whatever paſs'd from the hearing 
of any but themſelves. But for the greater 
Surety, as ſoon as they enter'd, he made faſt 
the Door; which obſerving, ſhe look'd a lit- 
tle confounded at, I beſcech you, Madam 
ſaid he, be not in any apprehenſions of 
danger from my proceeding ; what I do, is 
.to preſerve your Honour, not attempt a 
violation of it. In ſpeaking theſe Words, 
he oblig'd her to fit down, and placing him- 
ſelf by her, immediately took out the Let- 
ter which ſhe had written to MazaREs, and 
which that treacherous Lover had given him 
on purpoſe to ſhow her. Do you know 
the Contents of this, beautiful ARSINOE ? 
ſaid he. Let any one judge what a Woman 
who pretended to the ſevereſt Virtue, muſt 
feel at finding herſelf thus expos'd; at firſt 
ſhe rav'd, deny'd that ſhe had ever written 
it, and cry'd it was a Plot contriv'd to blaſt 
her Reputation: but CLEOMENES ſoon 
brought her to talk in another manner, by 
convincing her that he was but too well 
aſlur'd of the Condeſcenſions ſhe had made 
MAZARES, relating to her many other par- 
ticulars of her Behaviour to him, which 
made her know he muſt have had the 
whole Hiſtory from that unfaithful Man. 
What, cryd ſhe, burſting into Tears, ſo 
ſoon as he had done ſpeaking, is it poſſible 
that he ſhould be ſo monſtrous a Villain to 
be⸗ 
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betray the Faults-his Perjury has made me 
guilty of ! —Oh wretched Woman, contri 
nud ſhe, what will become of me! my Re- 
putation, which is dearer to me than my 
Life, is loſt for ever. No, Madam, re 
join d ſhe, I believe the Secret is only lodg'd 
in my Breaſt, which, be aſſur'd, I would 
ſuffer my Heart to be pluck d thence, e'cr 
III part with it. But wherefore, ſaid ſhe, 
for what Reaſon did he make you his Con- 
fidant ? To reveal that, anſwer'd he, 
I muſt be as guilty to him as he has been to 
you; but yet, continu d he, after a little 
Pauſe, as tho he was divided in his Sen- 
timents whether to proceed or not, I cannot 
ſuffer a Lady, ſuch as the incomparable 
ARSINOE, to be injur'd in a manner fo cruel 
and ſo baſe, without giving her warning of the 
Villany deſign'd againſt her, much leſs can I 
conſent to be a ſharer in the Guilt. —— 
Know then, Madam, that all I hitherto 
have ſaid, has been by his Commiſſion 
He is grown weary of your Charms, and 
would transfer the right you have given 
him over you to me, while he with greater 
liberty purſues the yet untaſted Sweets of 
ATTALINDA's Beauty. He bid me ad- 


dreſs you in the manner of a Lover, and to 
prepare your Heart for an Impreſſion in my 
favour, permitted me to ſay whatever [ 
thought fit, excepting only that of his Love 
to ATTALINDA, or that ] came by the 
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knowledge of your Amour with him from 
his own Mouth : on all ſides therefore you 
were to have been made the Property ; but 
I have a Soul too honeſt to join in the 
Deceit have confeſs'd to you all the 
Truth of the Affair, and ask no other Re- 
compence, than that you will not betray me 
to him —— Make your own uſe of what I 
have reveal'd, or to forget or reclaim the 
ungrateful Rover; but let him not know 
that I entertain'd you with any other Diſ- 
courſe than that of my own Paſſion. You 
are as generous as he is the contrary, ſaid 
ſbe, nor ſhall you have reaſon to repent ſo 
diſintereſted a Proof of your Good-nature : 
——But, pur ſiud ſhe, looking kindly on him, 
is there no way by which I may return the 
Obligation? Yes, Madam! anſwer'd he, 
who having his hea Shekel of the Thoughts 
of ATTALINDA, did not pre ſently fathom 
the meaning of what ſhe ſaid, tis greatly 
in your power to contribute to my Felicity ; 
I am not leſs ſenſible of the Charms of 
ATTALINDA than is MAZaREsS; you have 
an influence over her, and by inclining her 
to favour me, you may doubly reward the 
Service I have done you, and, at the ſame 
time, puniſh my ungrateful Rival. "Twas 
eaſy to perceive a viſible Alteration in that 
Lady's Countenance at this Requeſt. Ma- 
ZARES, anſwer d ſbe peeviſhly, has render d 
himſelf equally ux orth of my Reſent- 
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ment, as of my Love ; I deſpiſe the Wretch, 
nor from this moment will ever think of him 
but with the urmoſt contempt 3 — but as for 
ATTALINDA, ſhe is wholly taken up with 
young PHILARCHUS: I wou'd not have you 
give way to Deſires, which I am certain will 
be unavailing leave it to the vile MAaZAaREs 
to love and to deſpair; I would have you 
as happy as your good Qualities and Ac- 
compliſhments deſerve, which is infinitely 
more than ATTALINDA, were ſhe kind, 
could make you —— for be aſlurd, a di- 
ſtant view of her is beſt ; ſhe has a thouſand 
Imperfections, which diſguſt thoſe who are 
permitted a nearer Converſation with her, 
nor would PHILARCHUS ſo long have de- 
voted himſelf to her, were it not for the 
rich Preſents ſhe is continually making him; 
which, to a Man of his narrow Fortune, 


are too acceptable not to engage the return 


ſhe expects from them. But tell me, 
added ſhe, taking him by the Hand, and 
gently preſſing it, is there nothing elſe in 
which I can oblige you? Nothing, Madam! 
anſwer'd he, by this time being perfectly 
inform d what it was ſhe aim d at, in which 
I dare hope you will, You wrong me 
then, return'd ſhe haſtily, by Heaven there 
is nothing in my power I will refuſe you 
think, therefore, if there is no other Lady 
with whom 1 have an Intereſt, whoſe Love 
might make you happy ——1 dare anſwer 
ek 0 for 
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for her, whoever ſhe be, ſhe cannot long 
hold out againſt ſo many Charms as you are 
maſter of, eſpecially when I ſhall repeat all 
your Perfections over to her in ſuch Terms 
as cannot fail to raiſe Deſire. —Inſtru@ me 
then which of the Train of Beauties that 
grace the Caramanian Court, you wou'd 
moſt gladly have in your Arms this moment; 
l have (worn to do my utmoſt to bring 
her to you, and you need not doubt but I 
will keep my Promiſe. 

- ArgS1Noe was a very lovely Woman, and 
the new Paſſion with which ſhe now was 
animated, added a freſh luſtre to her Eyes, 
and a more lively red upon her glowing 
Cheeks; CLEOMENES was naturally amo- 
rous, and when urg'd in this manner, muſt, 
indeed, not have been a modern Man, to 
have been without thoſe Emotions ſhe® ſo 
plainly aim'd to inſpire in him They 
were alone—the Door ſhut——ſo many 
Temptations joining with that which Cu- 
rioſity afforded, made him but little heſitate 
What Anſwer he ſhould make; he took her 
in his Arms, and crying, Who that had the 
privilege of chuſing, not only in the Court 
of Caramania, but in the whole World be- 
fide, would think any but ARSINOE wor- 
thy his Regard, proceeded to Freedoms 
with her of that kind, which J mult leave 
to the Reader's Imagination to repreſent ;— I 
ſhall only ſay, that they were not diſpleaſing 
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to her, and, telling him further, that ſince 
he had her Vow, ſhe could not refuſe the 
performance of it, if requir'd, yielded 
without even a ſhew of Reluctance to all 
he attempted, exacting from him only a 
Promiſe that her Reputation ſhould be ſafe ; 
which he proteſting to preſerve inviolably, 
ſome moments were paſt in thoſe Extaſies, 
which, MAzARES had before acquainted. 
him, were in the power of this Lady to be- 
ſtow and to receive. 

At their return to the Company, who- 
ever had been ſenſible in what manner they 
had paſs'd the time of their abſence, would 
have been ſurpriz d to ſee much leſs ap- 
pearance of Confuſion in the face of AR- 
SINOE, than in that of CLEOMENES; relying 
on her Character, and the good Opinion 
her* pretences to Virtue had cſtabliſh'd in 
the World of her, made her enter with all 
the aſſurance that the moſt perfect Inno- 
cence could have worn: but CLEOMENES 
could not reſtrain his Bluſhes at the ſight 
of MAZARES and ATTALINDA, conſcious 
of the Crime he had been guilty of to 
both, injuring the one by carrying to an- 
other ſome part of the Ardours he had 
vow'd to himſelf he would reſerve entirely 
for her, and betraying that which he had 
ſo faithfully promis'd the other to keep ſe- 
cret. MAZ ARES, however, who little ſuſ- 
pected him either for his Rival, or Decciver, 
Was 
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Was impatient to know the Event of his 
Converſation with ARSIN OE, and there- 
fore took leave of the Ladies in a ſhort 
time, CLEOMENES having been introduced 
to their acquaintance but by his means, had 
no Excuſe to ſtay behind him, and was ne- 
ceſſitated to anſwer to all the Interrogato- 
ries made him by his Friend, before he had 
any time to reflect in what manner it was 
beſt for him to reply. He would not, how- 
ever, let him know the ſudden Conqueſt 
he had obtain d over the Lady, who had 
that very moment ſent ſo paſſionate a De- 
claration of Love to himſelf, leſt the Pique 
it might give his Pride, might occaſion him 
to reproach her with her Inconſtancy, and 
by that means ſhe alſo be provok d to un- 
ravel the whole Diſcourſe between them 
concerning ATTALINDA. He told him, 
therefore, that he had found her not con- 
ſenting to the Profeſſions he had made her, 
nor yet not altogether ſo averſe, as to give 
him any great occaſion to fear he ſhould 
not be able to do him the ſervice he re- 
quired, of caſing him of the trouble of 
her Affections. MAzARES was perfectly 
contented with this Account, nor imagin d 
there was any thing more had paſs'd be- 
tween them, than what he was acquainted 
with: ARSINOE, as ſhe had promiſed CLEo- 
MENES, not breaking out into any Demonſtra- 
tions of Rage, which might give him occaſion 
to 
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to believe himſelf betray'd by the Perſon 
whom he had truſted, 

But in a very few days after, that Lady 
had an opportunity of venting the ſecret 
fpite ſhe had conceived againſt him, The 
long-wiſh'd moment at laſt arriv'd, in which 
he told ATTALINDA that ſhe was the deareſt 
thing on Earth : but nothing could be more 
unwelcome to her, than ſuch a Declaration; 
ſhe was herſelf too deeply engaged with PHI- 
LARCHUS, to think of any other Man, and 
alſo knowing him to have been the Dar- 
ling of her dear Friend ARsINoF's Soul, 
he of his whole Sex was the laſt by whom 
ſhe would ſuffer herſelf to be addreſsd. She 
expreſs'd her Sentiments on this occaſion 
with all the plainneſs imaginable, proteſt- 
ing ſhe would acquaint his Miſtreſs with 
his Ingratitude and Falſhood : nof did ſhe 
fail to do as ſhe had ſaid; and ARSINOE, 
glad to be told it by her, immediately writ 
him a Letter as full of Upbraidings as the 
other had been of Fondneſs, forbidding 
him ever to ſee het more, and loading him 
with every opprobrious Name which witty 
Malice could invent. But her Indignation 
was now depriv'd of all its power of giy- 
ing pain, and he could haye been very 
merry with her Reſcntment, had he not 
diſcover'd by it that ATTALINDA was, in 
good earneſt, reſoly'd to pur a period to his 
Hopes. He communicated this Letter, and 
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the Converſation he had with ATTAaLInNÞa, 


which occaſion'd it, to CLEOMENEs, who 
had alſo his ſhare of Pain and Pleaſure in 
the hearing it: It delighted him above mea- 
ſure, that ſhe had repuls'd him with ſo much 
Vigour; but then the Apprehenſions, that 
for the ſake of her dear PHILARcHvus, ſhe 
would alſo treat himſelf ſo on the like oc- 
caſion, embitter'd all the Sweets of her Be- 
haviour to his Rival; and this Conſidera- 
tion, together with that of the Probability 
there was that ArsINot would endeavour 
to prejudice him in the opinion of that 
Lady, made him defer for a time declaring 
the Paſſion he had for her; but endur'd 
Agonics in this Reſtraint, which not all the 
Favours he reccivd from ARSINOE could 
atone for. 

But while he was thus languiſhing for 
ATTALINDA, and but vainly cndeavouring 
to forget her in the Arms of ARSINOE, an 
Adventure happen d to him; which, if it 
did not wholly engroſs his Thoughts, took 
up ſo much of em, at leaſt, as to make 
him induſtrious for an Explanation of it. 
One day, when he was abroad, a Letter was 
left for him by an unknown Perſon, in which 
he found theſe Lines. 


To the Agreeable CLEOMENES. 


F your Eyes do not very much belye 
your Heart, there is a ſtock of amo- 
* rous Inclinations there, which it is im- 
« poſlible 


c 


( 239 ) 
« poſſible for the faint Charms of Ags1nox 
to take wholly up. l aſſure you there 
© is a Lady, who looks on the regards you 
pay the Leavings of MAZARESs, with a ſe- 
© cret Contempt of the Choice you have 
© made. If therefore you do not think 
yourſelf bound to an eternal Conſtancy 
to one, who never had the leaſt ſhare of 
it in her own Soul, cither to you or any 
other, caſt your Eycs round the Circle, 
and give a proof of that Penetration you 
are ſo much fam'd for, by diſcovering in 
the Countenance the Heart which lan- 
guiſhes for you. — To dire& your 
ſearch, I muſt inform you that ſhe is 
young, gay, a Woman of Quality, and, 
if the Opinion of the World may be 
taken, not unlovely., —— She is every 
day at Court, it was there ſhe firſt be- 
held you, and was charm'd; and to take 
from you all fears that her Paſſion aims 
at Marriage, to which I know you have 
an Averſion, ſhe is already wedded, and 


can have no other view, than to prove 
* herſelf 


The moſt Lovely CLEOMENES's 
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"moſt Paſſionately Devoted. 


There was nothing in this Billet more 
ſurprizing to him, than to find, that not 
only his Intrigue with AnsiNoE was diſ- 

cover d, 
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cover'd, but alſo, that ſhe had been the Miſ- 
treſs of MAZARES. She was by the gene- 
rality of the World, taken for a Woman 
of the moſt ſevere Virtue that could be, 
and how this kind Unknown came to have 
fo perfect a knowledge of her Humour and 
Affairs, ſeem'd to him the moſt aſtoniſhing 
thing in nature. He ſometimes imagin'd i 
had been written by herſelf to try his Con- 
ſtancy, but then the Hand being vaſtly dif- 
ferent, and the little probability there was 
ſhe would uſe any other in ſuch a Buſi- 
neſs, made him reject that Suppoſition. The 
Earneſtneſs with which he look d in the 
Face of every Lady in the Drawing- room, 
who had the leaſt Conformity with the Per- 
ſon deſcrib'd in the Letter, gave ſo much 
Diverſion to her who wrote it, as half coun- 
tervail'd the Vexation ſhe was in, that he 
could not yet diſcover who ſhe was. 

In this Dilemma we muſt leave them for 
a ſhort time, the more material Affairs of 
their Superiors having now found a turn as 
perplexing as unlook d for. 


The End of the Fourth Part. 


PART 


* SMonDA had but juſt begun to taſte 
We the Sweets which Reconciliation 
yields, when a new and unexpeRt» 

= ed Intercuptioh inform'd her no 
ſettled Tranquillity could be hoped for, in 
an Amour ſo doubly criminal as was hers, 
She was ſitting in her Cloſer” indulging the 
delightful Contemplation of rewarded Love, 
and the Perfections of her admired Taro- 
DORE, When LysETTA told her a Perſon 
deſired to be admitted, who ſaid he came 
from Anatolia, and was commiſſion'd' by 
ADRASTUS to attend her. Tho' at every 
Meſſage from that injur'd Husband, ſhe felt 
Emotions which only the Guilty are capable 
of knowing; yet ſhe was now ſeiz d with 
an unuſual Diſorder, a Fluttering and Con- 
fuſion of Spirit, which at that time the 
was unable to account for: She order'd, 
however, that the Perſon who occaſion' d 
it ſhould be introduced, which as ſoon Ra 
R 8 
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he was, he dcliver'd her a Letter, 1 which 
he found theſe Words. 


lu Ry egardleſs, „ee 
leb d. N 


to ſee the Anatolian Lords return 
without you, I need hot gd.abokt to de- 
© ſcribe; you know too well the tender 
© Paſhton of my Soul, to be ignorant that 
* nothing could be more aMiQing, more 
e * ſevere, —You gave me, howeyet, a reaſon 
for your ſtay, which, if rcal, I ought to 
be plcasd with, tho I cannot approve z 
< 15 Ic leſs of Policy, and more of Love, 
would, have made me bleſsd ; but that 
time is paſt, and I will therefore add no 
more on What cannot be recall d; what is 
. 9 come, is ſufficient to take up all my 
c oughts.— You have now no longer an 
. excuſe for abſence, my Brother refiiſes to 
accept the Title of one of the Magi, and 
7 
y 
c 


c Hes great my Diſappointment x was 


ag 


” 


thoſe Interceſſions which have depriyed 
me of you, are now as. inſignificant to 
my Intereſt, as they have been prejudi- 

* cial to my Peace of Mind. I beg, 
therefore, that you will ſet forward for 
* Anatolia with, all poſſible Expedition; I 
have ſent a Perſon to conduct, vou, un- 
* der whoſe carg, you might trüſt yourſelf 
5 a much greater Jaurney. —— I can no 
I longer 


2 
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longer live without you, and ſhould you by 
l * any vain Pretence endeayour to delude my 
* impatient Wiſhes, I ſhould, regardleſs of 
my Ruin, and forgetful of what I owe my 
Royal Maſter, come in Perſon to bring 
* you back - O therefore let me owe that to 
vyourſelf, which elſe Iam reſolv'd to be in 
Poſſeſſion of by my own Power, and that 
right the Law has given me over you. 
I now entreat you as a Lover, but would 
« hayc you remember, that when 1 pleaſe, 
« may exert the Husband, and com 
you. Orive me not to Extremitics, 
] conjure you, for the ſake of both of us, 
but haſten to redeem that Character your 
« late Behaviour has but too much forfeit- 
ed, and reſtore long abſent Peace and Hap- 
c « pineſs to 


Your cents Tender and 
ever Faithful Husband, 
| * ApRAsTUs: 


F. S. One thing I had a inte, uſe me 

well in the Perſon of, my Friend, pro- 
vide an Apartment near you, if you haye 
not room for him in your own : he is 
entirely a Stranger in Caramania, and has 
no other Buſineſs there, than to oblige me 
in conducting you. Once more, my 
dearcſt LIS˖õ , for a ſhort time, Adieu. 


e 
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Had a ſudden peal of Thundet cleft the 
Palace Roof, and threaten'd all beneath 
With inſtant Death, ſcarce could it have 
ſtruck more terror into the guilty Soul of 
this Fair Ctiminal, than did the reading this 
Letter inflict on her. She ſaw the Patience 
of her injar'd Lord was now entirely worn 
out, ſhe was left without Excuſe, or almoſt 
a, poſſibility of continuing any longer in 
eee, and the thoughts of quitting 
her dear Prince, was ſomething ſo terrible, 
chat nothing is more ſtrange, than that ſhe 
had preſence enough of Mind to reſtrain the 
burſting” Gricf from ſhowing itſelf in her 
Countenance in the preſence of this Perſon, 
who the eaſily perceiv d was ſent as a Spy 
on her Actions. She forc'd herſelf how- 
ever to treat him with all imaginable Com- 
plaiſance, and told him, that in every thing 
in her power ſhe would teſtify the Love ſhe 
borc ApRasTUS ; and as he had deſir'd in 
his Letter that he might be lodg'd ncar her, 
the, would order an Apartment for him ad- 
joining to her own: But, ſaid ſhe, I know 
not yct how far I. may be able to comply 
ich his Deſires of returning to Ax ATOLIA; 
So Princeſs will, I know, exert her Au- 
thority 0 keep 1 me with her, and ADRASTUS 
is not ignorant what we both owe to the 
Birth. and Virtues, of that excellent Lady, 
nor the Obligations I in particular have to 
ber; both by Buty and the tendereſt * 
Or 
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Nor is the juſt LS to be told, anſiver's 
he, how far all other Duties and Affections 
are to yield to thoſe which Marriage makes: 
Nor can my Lord belieye that Princeſs, who 
is herſelf ſo bright an Example of Conju- 
gal Love, would, on any conſideration, oc- 
caſion a breach of ir in others But, I 
hope, continu'd he, there will be no need of 
Arguments to convince you how highly re- 
quiſite it is you ſhould return to a Husband 
to whom you are ſo dear, and who is re- 
ſolvd to be no longer ſeparated from you. 
All things muſt give way to Neceſſity, re- 
ſum'd ſhe coldly, but, if you pleaſe, we 
will talk further of this Aﬀair ſome other 
time. The fatigue of ſo long a Journey 
requires repoſe, my Scrvants ſhall conduct 
you to a Chamber, and in the mean time I 
will acquaint HYANTHE with the Buſineſs of 
your coming. In ſpeaking theſe Words, ſhe 
rang for her Attendants 3 twoof the Grooms 
of her Chamber immediately entering, ſhe 
commanded them to ſhow the Stranger to 
the beſt of thoſe Apartments ſhe could 
call hex own; and, as ſhe had ſaid, went 
directly to the Princeſs, and communicated 
to her the whole Affair, telling her that no- 
thing could be ſo afflicting to her, as the 
Thoughts of quittiag her Service, and cn- 
treating, ſhe would permit her ſtay; and 
that ſhe might not he fore d from ker, to in- 
tercede With the Prince for ſome Poſt af 

M3 Ho- 
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Honour which mig Ty engage Abnabrvs to 
come alſo, and 12 with Rt in Caramanid. 
The Princeſs paus d ſome time before ſhe 
made any Anſwer to this Requeſt ; and after 
ſhe had, as the thought, juſtly weigh'd the 
Reaſons of Weener I can Abel, ſaid ſhe, 
too gratcfully acknowledge the Obligations 
I have to your Friendſhip, in preferring my 
Service to the Society of fo tender a Hus. 
band as is ApRASTVs; I have many times 
reflected on ſo unexampled a Proof of your 
Regard for me, with all the Admirations it 
merits : but notwithſtanding all this, m 
dear IsMonDA! the cenſorious World is of 
another Opinion; in ſpite of all the Argu- 
ments J can bring in your Vindication, they 
will aſcribe your ſtay in Caramania, to 
other Motives than your Friendſhip for me. 
In fine, I need not repeat the un welcome 
Name, ArIiDanoR has the glory of inſpi- 
ring you with Inclinations to the prejudice of 
ADRASTVUS, nor do I ſee how it will be at 
all conſiſtent with that Fame all Women 1 
Virtue ought to endeavour to preſerye, i 
you tarry longer from the Arms of that in: 
dulgent, yet impatient Husband.— Cou d 
he, mee! be prevail'd on to live among 
us, your Reputation, as well as his Deſires, 

would be ſecur'd, and Friendſhip no longer 
be at variance with Duty. Oh it remains in 
you, my Gracious Princeſs ! reply'd I$MON: 
P4, fo feconpile theſe ſeeming Oppoſites--- 


N 


to 7 all the Dignitics your Husband is 
poſſeſs 


Nothing cou'd be more tranſporting to 
THEODORE than this new Proof of her Afr 
fection; He prais d hex Loye and Wit in 
terms proportionable to the Idea he had ol 
them, and told her, that as her Tenderneſs 
* R 4 had 
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had never yet fail . to an her with ſome 
Hg or other for an opportunity of ſuf- 

ering him to indulge his Paſſion; he doubt- 
ed not but Fate would at laſt be Kind; and 
by ſome unexpected Event, conſent to bleſs 
their mutual Ardor, and fave het the pains 
of farther Invention. Neither of them i- 
magin'd AprasTus would quit his Intereſt 
in ANATOLIA, even tho the Prince of Ca- 
ramania ſhould offer him the half of his 
Dominions. The time therefore that Is MON. 
pa could hope to gain by this Stratagem, 
was n = longer than it would take up to ſend 
a Meſſenger to ia, and reccive an Anſwer 
from him; ſhe then doubted not but ſhe 
fhould a ſecond! time be remanded back, and 
'twas probable, with greater abfolutenels 
than before, and even in the mean time, 
muſt be oblig d to preſerve a much greater 
caution in her Behaviour than before the co- 
ming of this Spy ſhe had occaſion to do. 
The Prince therefore viſited her not at home, 
and they were forc'd to enjoy the Society of 
each other in a more ſtolen and lefs frequent 
manner than ever, which gave Pains to both 
of them, which only a Lover equally re- 
ſtrain d, equally impatient, can be capable 
of concciving. 

CLEARCHUS, for that was the Name of 
the Perſon commiſſion'd by AprasTvs, was 
for ſome time kept in play by the Subtil- 
ty of IsmonDa, being every day told oy 

That 
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that Lady, that all ſhe did was for the ad- 
vantage of her Husband,, as well as her 
own Satisfaction, which ſhe confeſsd ſhe 
could more perfectly enjoy in Caramania, 
than in Anatolia, tho it were the place 
of her Nativity; becauſe the Friendſhip ſhe 
had for the Princeſs would not ſuffer her 
to part from her, if there were a poſlibi- 
lity of avoiding it, without incurring the 
Diſpleaſure of ApRAs Tus. Of how much 
force theſe kind of, Diſcourſes were on the 
Perſon to whom they were made, the Rea- 
der will, in a little time, be ſenſible; he 
made a ſhow, however, of acquieſcing to 
all ſhe ſaid ; and ſhe had no reaſon but to 
believe he was as much deceived by them 

as ſhe could wiſh. 
' Thus did ſome Weeks pals over, till the 
amorous THEODORE, no longer able to live 
without a nearer Converſation with his be- 
loved IsMoNDA, than what a publick view 
afforded him, made an Appointment with 
her to paſs ſome part of the Night in the 
Palace- Garden; which ſhe, no leſs impa- 
tient and paſſionate than himſelf, conſented 
to, well pleasd. He feign'd himſelf a lit- 
tle indiſpos d, and ſaid he would lie on his 
own fide, ordering the Captain of his 
Guard to ſuffer none to enter into his A- 
12 5 0 till he regeived permiſſion from 
imſelf. IsMonDa, who, ſince the arrival 
of CLEARCHUS, had never ſupp'd from 
him, 
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him, mäde an excuſe doing it nöw, 
by telling him, that on the account of the 
Prince's abſence, ſhe was obliged to ſtay 
with the Princeſs till ſhe fell "aſleep, and 
perhaps ſhould not return to her Apatt- 
ment till it was very late. Both of 
them having thus managed the Affair, eame 
by back ways, unperceiv d, as they imagin d, 
by any Perſon, to the Rendezvous: Buy 
ſcar ce had one fond Embrace proclaimni'd the 
Joy which this mecting inf ſed itito tlic 
Souls of both, before 4 Vice well- Eon 
to I5MoNDA, cty'd out, At length art thou 
detected, thou vile Adultereſs thy perjuries, 
thy Deceits at laſt laid open — A ruſtling 
thro the Leayts accompany' d theſe Words, 
which prov'd the Perſon who ſpoke them 
was making his way as faſt as he could to 
rake other Revenge on thoſe he had ſur: 
priz'd, than this Interruption could inflict : 
but being in a Walk on the back-ſide of 
that Arbor which the Lovers had made 
choice of, he found it impoſlible to reach 
them that way, and was coming round to 
meet them the other, When ISMONDA, who, 
even in this the greateft Exigence the had 
ever experienced, or that any Woman could 
be in, ſtill retain'd her uſual preſence of 
Mind, prevented the Prince from drawing 
his Sword, as he was about to do, by ſay- 
ing in a low Voice, Think not of Revenge 
or "Vindication, the only way for both of 

us 


D 
us to ſecure our Loves and Repurations, is 
to fly. lt is my Husband whom I hear. — 
AbRasTUs! cryd the Prince: The ſane, 
reſumed ſhe ; make to the Palace With all 
ſpeed. Never was Confuſton equal to that 
of THEoDORE ; ſcarce cbuld he move, much 
leſs have the power of Thought what Was 
beſt for him to do, till  aniniated by her 
Words and Example, he follow'd her in 
the Path ſhe took, which being a ſhort Cut 
to the back Gate, by which ſhe had enter d, 
they ſoon approach'd it; when he turning to 
her, to ask how ſhe would proceed, Take 
no care for me, my deareſt Prince, ſaid 
ſhe, but go to your Apartment; I will ha- 
ſten to that of the Princeſs, and perhaps 
order it ſo, that this may be of advantage 
to our Love, rather than the contrary. She 
ſtay'd not for any Anſwer, but ran direct- 
y to HYaNTHE's, and THEODORE pals'd 
orward to his own, in a Diſorder and Per- 
turbation of Spirit, which cannot be ex- 
reſs d. The Princęſs was in bed when 
[SMONDA came into the Anti- chamber; but 
fome of her Ladies being there, ſhe made 
an excuſe, that ſhe had deſign'd to fit by 
the Princeſs; but ſince ſhe had no need of 
her attendance, ſhe would ſtay a while with 
them. One of them was employ'd in 
reading to the others a diverting Book, juſt 
then publiſh'd by ſome modern Wit; but 
What attention LSI gave to it, may 
calily 
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eaſily be gueſs d. This Was, however, 2 
good e for her to indulge Re- 
flegion, an BLYC a little looſe to the A- 
mazement ſhe was in: She thought herſelf 
rfectly certain, that it was the Voice of 
DRASTUS ſhe had heard, but how he had 
been. 157 0 7 in Caramania, ſhe could 


conſider d that, "ye 15 was no Relief, but an 
abſolute Denial. She had carefully look d 
round about, when ſhe entcr'd the Arbor, 
and was ſure there was none near at that 
time; therefore it muſt be only Conjecture 
in him, that ſhe. was the Perſon whom he 
had ſurprized. She endeayour'd therefore 


all ſhe could to overcome eyery thing that 
might denote Fear, which ſhe beliey 'd was 
all that would make her appear, guilty, In 
theſe Cogitations, we mult quit her, to ſee 
What became of the Perſon who had occa- 
ſion d them. 

ApnRasrus, for it was, indeed, no other, 
having, with much difficulty, at laſt pre- 
vailed on the King of Anatolia to permit 
him to go in ſearch of his Wife, too juſt- 
ly fearing there were Motives far different 
from thoſe ſhe pretended for her ſtay, ac- 
company'd CLEARCHUs to Caramania, 
and being diſguisd in the Habit of a Scr- 
vant, Was. entertain d as one belonging io 

the 
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the Family of I$MONDA, where he had the 
opportunity of obſerving and knowing. 
much more than ever would haye tcach'd 
his Ears had he appcar'd as himſelf. 
Among that ſort of Converſation in which 
he was now engaged, there is infinitely more 
to be lcarn'd than in any other: they talk 
without reſerve of the Foibles of their Su- 
periors, and being frequently oblig d to be 
truſted, make no ſcruple of exchanging one 
Sectet for another. -ADRASTUS ſoon 
perceiv'd the Genius of his new Acquain- 
tance, and by relating to them ſome ficti- 
tious Adventures of his pretended Maſter, 
got from ARANTE and the reſt of them all 
that they knew of the real ones of their 
Miſtreſs ; from that Wench he heard the 
Story which had ſo much occaſion'd the 
Laughter of the Court, concerning the Cap- 
tivity of ARIDANOR in the Cloſet of Is- 
MONDA, and every body being poſſeſs d with 
an Opinion of an Intrigue between them, 
a thouſand little Circumſtances, all Inven- 
tion, were added to the Truth, and left him 
no room to hope bur that ſhe was really as 
guilty with him as was reported. Reſolving, 
however, to be more aſſur'd before he di- 
cover'd himſelf, he watch'd her every mo- 
tion, but till that night, had never ſeen 
any thing which could be call'd a proof of 
what he fear'd : but being told by CLEAR- 
CHUS that ſhe had excuſed Supping at home 

On 
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on account of the Princeſs, he was deter- 
min d to know if in that ſhe was ſincere or 
not. As he was on the ſcout in one of the 
darkeſt and moſt retired Avenues of the Pa- 
lace, he ſaw a Perſon muffled up in his 
Cloak paſs haſtily by him, and go into the 
Garden, and ſoon after IsMoNDa hurry 
along the ſame way: Never was a Heart 
more rack'd than that of this unhappy Gen- 
tleman ; the fears he had, that he ſhould be 
aſcertain'd of what he had yet but ſuſpected, 
were more terrible to him than the ſuſpence 


had been, and much ado had he to prevent 


himſelf from calling to her as ſhe went, and 
faying to her, Come back ISMON DA, let not 
Detection prove me the Wretch I dread to 
be Come back, and ſuffer me to retain 
the thought, that there is a poſſibility thou 
art not falſe. "Tis probable, indeed, that 
had ſhe not paſs'd too quick to ſuffer her to 
take notice of any thing, ſome Word or 
Motion, in ſpite of him, had diſcover'd the 
Emotions of his Soul, and awaken'd Obſcr- 
vation to inſpe& into the Cauſe. Secing her 
enter the Garden, where but the moment 
before he had ſcen the Perſon, whom he 
miſtook for AR1DanoR, but was indeed 
the Prince, had gone, he made no doubt 
but that it was an Aſſignation. The diffe- 
tent Paſſions with which he was agitated at 
but the ſuppoſition of the Injury he was 
about to ſuffer, render d him unable imme- 
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diately to aſſure himſelf; hut rouzing, as 
much as poſſible, from that Lethargy of 
Thought he had been in, he alſo puſh'd back 
the Wicket, and went into the Garden: 
but there being two Walks which met at 
that Entrance, he was uncertain which i 
was, they, whom he ſought, had took; an 
happening to make choice of the wrong, 
could ncither ſee nor hear any thing of them 
till he came to that Arbor, where being no 
Paſlage on the fide he was, he but vainly en- 
deavour'd to get through, when he cry'd 
out to them in the manner already men- 
tion d, and occaſion d their flight. The way 
being twice as long from where he was to 
the Arbor, as it Was from it to the Pa- 
lace, they had time to ſettle themſelves, as 1 
have repreſented, before he could arrive at 
the place where he firſt perceiv d they were. 
He ſpent ſome hours, after he found they 
were gone, in giving vent to the Diſtraction 
he was in, at this plain Demonſtration of his 
Misfortunc. Vex'd he was that he had diſ- 
coycr'd himſelf, ſince he had been prevent- 
cd from appearing in the manner he had de- 
ſign'd to do, and it was now too late for 
him to reſume his diſguiſe, not doubting 
but that Is MON DA had known his Voice, — 
He wiſh'd he had remain d yet a little longer 
time conceal'd, but then reflecting that he 
already had ſeen enough, and needed no 
more to be convinc'd of the Infidelity of 
| that 
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that fair Hypocrite, he ceas'd to be uneaſy at 
the Interruption he had given, and bent his 
whole Thoughts on Revenge, and the man- 

ner in which he would accompliſh it. At 
his return to the Palace, he went to the 
Chamber of CLEAR cHñUs, where being in- 
form'd ſhe was not yet come home, he 
dreſsd himſelf in one of thoſe Habits he 
had been accuſtom'd to wear when he was 
call'd ApRASTUs, and as ſoon as he was 
ready, ſent a Page to ſearch for her, who 
having heard her ſay ſhe was going to Hy- 
ANTHE, went no farther than the Apartment 
of that Princeſs, and having acquainted her 
with his Meſſage, and from whom he re- 
cciv'd it, ſhe ſummon'd all the Courage ſhe 
was Miſtreſs of to arm her for this Encoun- 
ter; and having prepar'd herſelf beyond Ima- 
gination, ſhe flew to the Room where ſhe 
was told he was, and preventing his ap- 
proach to her, threw her Arms about his 
Neck, crying, My dear AbRASTUs, by what 
Miracle is it that I behold you here? Has my 
good Angel whiſper'd in your Ear the good 
I am about to do for you, and you thus 
kindly come and ſpare me the pains of 
ſending ? Yes, Madam, anſwer'd he, dif- 
engaging himſelf as ſoon as poſſible from 
her Careſſes, and turning from her with 4 
Countenance which denoted the mingled 
Rage and Grief of his tormented Soul, I 
am too well fatisfy'd what it is you do for 
aſks me; 
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me; and after the knowledge that you have 
been falſe, nothing could ſo much afto- 
niſh me, as that there is a poſſibility for 
Vice, like yours, to wear the ſhape of Vir- 
tue Good Heaven, purſu'd he wildly, 
why do you ſuffer that Face ſtill to rctain 
its ſhow of Innocence? Why is not her 
Form grown black and horrid, like her pol- 
luted Soul? ſome publick mark of Infamy 
ſhould appear to warn unwary Gazers from 
her deſtructive Charms. Oh all ye Gods 
of Caramania, interrupted ſhe, and offer- 
ing to take his Hand, what ſudden Frenzy 
has poſſeſs'd my Lord? Off thou Adultereſs, 
reſum'd he, throwing her from him, well 
may'ſt thou call on foreign Deities, thy own 
have long ſince forſaken thee when for 
the Embraces of a Stranger, the curs'd 
AR1DANOR, thou did't refuſe thoſe of a 
once fond doating Husband. Shame, 
and the worſt of Crimes has been thy 
Choice, and Hell and Horrour ſhall reward 
thee for it. Not all the Terror which con- 
(cious Guilt had before involv'd her in, was 
equal to the Joy ſhe now conceiv'd at his 
miſtake. Innocent of this Accuſation, ſhe 
threw off the ſupplicating Air ſhe had put 
on, and aſſuming one all haughtineſs, Un- 
juſt ADRASTUS, ſaid ſbe, is it chus that you 
return the Obligations you have to me? Am 
I, for having preſervd my Honour inviola- 
ble from all the Artifices, nay, combated 

| 8 even 
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even with the Force of that ſeducing Lord, 
to be reproached ?—— Injurious Man, never 
Will I forgive the wrong thou haſt done me, 
nor, ſhould'ſt thou repent of what thou haſt 
ſaid in Rivers of inceſſant Tears, any more 
will know thee by the Name of Husband, or 
ſharc the Bed of one who has ſo much pro- 
fancd my Virtue. Scarce could he contain 
himſelf in hearing her ſpeak in this manner, 
from expreſſing his Rage in ſomething more 
violent than Words. More than once 
he laid his Hand upon his Sword, but CLE/ 
ARCHUS reſtrain'd him from going farther — 
O more than Impudence, cry he, ſtamp- 
ing and walking about the Room in a diſor- 
der'd motion——Language has no Name to 
diſtinguiſh this Behaviour, which would not 
wrong the monſtrous Meaning had not 
my own Eyes and Ears betray'd the horrid 
Secret, I know not but in ſpite of all I 
have been told, my fooliſh Heart would 
yet have doubted if ſhe had been baſe—— 
But to give the lye to all my Senſes, nay, 
when her own have inform'd her that they 
have been Witneſs of her Crime, is ſome- 
thing which ſure ſhe could not have learn'd 
in any School but that of Hell. Were 
not your perfidious Arms, continu'd he, 
turning to her, cloſe lock'd about the Adul- 
terer's Neck? Did not ſhort Sighs and 


mingling Kiſſes proclaim a mutual cagerneſs 
tor the guilty Joy, when my abus d Patience, 
no 
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onger able to endure the ſhocking Scene, 


no! 
made me break out, and vainly ſtruggle for 
a Paſſage to reach the hated Heart of your 
Undoer ? All a Madman's Dream, reply d 
ſhe ſcornfullyj; When or where was I fo 
kind? Can you deny it? ſaid he: Was it 
not now, this very Night, in the Palace- 
Garden: — Oh! had you not both been 
too well acquainted with the Place, my Rage 
had overtaken your flight, and put you paſt 
the power of urging me yet more by ſo ob- 
ſtinate a Contradiction bat it is not 
yet too late, added he, and ſuch Examples 
will I make———Compote yourſelf to fleep, 
reſum d ſhe, and to-morrow I will talk with 
you before thoſe who are better Judges of 
my Conduct. In ſpeaking this, ſhe flung out 
of the Room, CLEARCHUS preventing him 
from detaining her, and half perſuaded of 
her Innocence, with ſo much Serenity and 
unſhaken Temper had ſhe behavd : Are 
you certain, my Lord! ſaid he to him, that 
you have not been deccivd? to me, Ap- 
pearances on her ſide ſtand fair; ſhe told me 
ſhe was going to the Apartment of the Prin- 
ceſs, and it was there, when ſent for, ſhe 
was found: With what probability then could 
it be ſhe whom you ſaw in the Palace-Gar- 
den? you might probably be deceiv'd by the 
faint glimmerings of the uncertain Moon, 
and having the Image of IsMoNDA cver pre- 
lent to your Eyes, might, with caſe, miſtake 
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ſome other for her. This Suggeſtion of 
CLEARCHUS made him perfectly outrage- 
ous; what, ſaid he, do my very Friends 
conſpire againſt me, and take the Wanton's 
part How could I be deceiv'd, when free 
from Paſſion, and ſcarce believing my Mis- 
fortune, ſhe paſsd ſo cloſe to the place in 
which I ſtood, a little nearer and ſhe had diſ- 
cover'd me? it was not by the Moon's faint 
light I ſaw her then, but by the unerring 
Lamps which fill the Palace-Gallery. He 
added many more Circumſtances, which but 
too plainly provid he could not have been 
miſtaken, and after paſſing the remainder 
of the night in Diſcourſes ſuitable to the Oc- 
caſion, he wrote a little Note to ARIDANOR, 
which he oblig'd CLEARCHUs to carry to 
him, the Contents whereof were as follows. 


To ARIDANOR. 


S you are conſcious of having in- 
jur'd me, ſo are you alſo ſenſible 
what kind of Reparation is expected from 
.a Man of Honour: As I am too much a 
Stranger in Caramania to know what 
place is moſt proper for ſuch an Interview, 
.1 leave it to your appointment, as alſo 
whether with or without Seconds; tho 
* ſince the quarrel concerns none but our- 
* ſelves, I think it needleſs to intereſt any 
other in it: however, if you are of a dif- 
* tcrent Opinion, I am not unprovided of a 
Friend, 
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© 1 pleaſe to let me know your Re- 
ſolution by the Bearer, and alſo where 
* about an hour hence I may hope to find 
© you.——Tho a Stranger to my Perſon, I 
* believe you have heard too much of my 
* Character to think me unworthy of your 
Sword, when I ſhall inform you I am 
call d 

ADRASTUS, 


Loth was CLEARCHUS to be the Bearer 
of this Mandate, yet as the Affair ſeem'd to 
be, could offer nothing in oppoſition to it; 
he therefore went about the execution of his 
Commiſſion, but found ſome difficulty in 
being introduced to the preſence of ARI. 
DANOR, who was not yet riſen: however, 
on telling the Servant that his Buſineſs was 
of a naturc which would not brook delay, 
he was admitted. He deliver'd the Billet to 
him while he was in Bed, and having read 
it, heard him call for Pen and Paper imme- 
diately, and in a ſmall time recciv'd an An- 
ſwer from his own Hand; which returning 
with to ADRASTUS, he communicated to 
him: it contain'd theſe Words. 


To ADRASTUS, 


: HO I am as much a Stranger to the 
: Guilt of which you ſeem to accuſe 
* me, as I am to your Perſon, and cannot 
imagine by what means I ſhould poſſibly 
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© have injurd one ſo much a Stranger, yet 
am I ready to give you what Satisfaction 
© you ſhall think proper; which, that you 
may the better judge, Iwill mect you in 
* the Wilderneſs, behind the Palace-Gar- 
den, within this Hour at furtheſt.——1 
* am of your mind, that there isno occaſion 
* for Witneſſes of what we have to ſay, and 
* ſhall therefore come alone. 


N tag 


He has anſwer'd like a Man of Honor, 
nor could any other, ſaid AprRA8TUs, with 
a High, have deprived me of the Affections 
of ISMONDA : he pals'd ſome little time in 
Diſcourſes of the ſame nature, after which 
he embrac'd CLEARCHUS, and went to the 
place appointed, where he had not walk d 
above the Space of a minute, before he ſaw 
ARIDANOR approach; he had the advan- 
tage as having ſeen him while he remain'd 
with CLEARCHUS in diſguiſe, but AR1Da- 
NOR Who knew him not, was at a loſs whe- 
ther he was his Antagoniſt or not, till pluck- 
ing off his Har and approaching him, You 
are punctual, my Lord! ſaid he, nor did I 
expect other from your Character; the Man 
who darcs commit an Injury, ſhould alſo 
dare as boldly to defend it. Yes, ApRas- 
TUS, reply'd ARIDANOR, nor is it that I fear 
your Sword that I deſire ſome Speech before 
we engage, but becauſe thoſe Actions can- 
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not, with juſtice, be call'd brave, to which 
we arc only inſtigated by our Paſſions; I 
ſhould be glad to know the Reaſon why we 
are Enemies. Oh ye Gods! cry'd the other, 
tranſported with Rage, is that a Queſtion 
for ARIDANoOR to ask the Husband of Is- 
MONDA ? Can he believe me ignorant 
of the wrong he has done me! Or 
docs he inſult the Shame he has brought 
on me, and would make me the Reporter of 
my own Infamy? ApRgsTvs, reſum'd he, 
I have not wrong'd you but ſince you have 
nam'd IsMxoN DA, Iam no longer at a loſs to 
gueſs the Cauſe of your too juſtifiable, tho 
miſtaken Rage O! continud he, 
after a pauſe, that you knew me better, 
that you might not think 'twas Cowardice 
prompted my Tongue, I would revcal a Se- 
cret. Speak it, interrupted ADRASTUS, 
your Fame in Battle has been too well eſta- 
bliſh'd to ſuffer ſuch a Thought if there 
be aught concerning my Diſhonour more 
than yet I know, be generous and tell me. 
You yet know nothing, replyd ARIDANOR, 
but are abus'd by falſe Intelligence ; but 
longer ſhall you not I have conſider'd, 
and find 'twould be meer Madneſs, and not 
Bravery, to ſuffer you to continue in a 
Miſtake which might not only be fatal to 
one or both of us, but alſo add new Tri- 
umphs, and full Security to the fair falſe 
IsMonDa, and her great Seducer for 
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ſhould you fall by me, or I by you, the 
Death of either would be welcome Ti- 
dings; by mine, they would be rid of, 
Fes, the only Perſon who has it in 
is power to. betray their Secret; and 
by yours, the fears of Separation would no 
more diſturb the guilty Pair. 

I will not therefore fight with thee, A- 
DPRASTUs, on this Theme, at leaſt not till 
you have heard the Truth. O ſpeak 
it, cry'd the diſtracted Husband ! my Soul 
is all Aſconiſhment ; if I have been de- 
ccivd, and wrong'd your Virtue, I will en- 
treat your Pardon in the humbleſt manner. 
Calm the tempeſtuous Paſſions of your 
Grief, if poſſible, reſum'd ARIDANOR; you 
have not wrong'd me, neither am I guilty ; 
I am, and am not innocent well may 
you ſecm amazed, but ſoon will I explain 
the Myſtery. Know then, ISMONDA 
ſcorns to ſin beneath a Prince; and had 
there not been a THEODORE, ADRASTUS 
would have had no room for ſuſpicion of 
AkRIDpANOR. Here the impatient Soul of 
this afflicted Man was able to contain no 
longer; but caſting a furious Look, and lift- 
ing up his Hands, as tho' he would accuſe 
Heaven of his Misfortune, Gods! Gods! 
cry'd he, can it be poſlible? — The 
Prince! the Husband of HYANTHE at- 
tempt the Honour of her Friend, her Bo- 
{om Favourite! But tell me, con inued 
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he, turning his Eyes on AR1DANOR, in- 
form me, generous Lord, the whole of this 
vile Secret; let me not linger in a Life of 
Torment, but kill me at once with aſſuring 
me 'tis ſo. I wiſh that I could ſay there 
was a hope it were not, reſumed the 
other; but becauſe it would be mean- 
ſoul'd in me to reveal the Crimes of o- 
thers, while I conceal my own, I will 
_ confeſs, that when the knowledge of the 
Prince's Happineſs made bold my hopes, I 
too preſumed to talk to her of Love; but 
with ſuch force did ſhe repel my Suit, 
that ſoon'I dropp'd the fruitleſs Proſecu- 
tion. Vet one thing more I have to ask, 
ſaid ApRasTvus, and I conjure you, by your 
Honour, hide not the Truth: Were you 
not late laſt Night in the Gardens of the 
Palace? No, by Heaven, anſwered ARI1- 
DANOR ; but as I croſs'd the Gallery, I ſaw 
your royal Rival cloſe muffled in his Cloak, 
and unattended, paſs that way.——'T was 
him then 1 miſtook for you, cry'd the tor- 
mented ADRASTUS; Oh that my Sword un- 
knowing him had reach'd his Heart ! 
Oh that I were till in ignorance by whom 
I am abus d! ſome lucky Moment might 
then have thrown me on him, and I might 
have taken that juſt Revenge on the De- 
ſtroyer of my Honour, which now the 
Name of THEODORE debars me from —— 
were it any other than the Husband of 
H- 
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HYANTHE, tho guarded by the brighteſt of 
the celeſtial Beings, he ſhould not ſcape 
my Rage. Damnation! purſued he, all 
other Curſes of the offended Gods, are mean 
to bearing Injuries as I muſt do. 

A conſiderable time was paſsd between 
the one, relating all he knew of this Ad- 
venture; and the other, in exclaiming on 
the Scverity of his Fate, and the Falſhood 
of ISMoNDa : After which they parted, and 
ADRASTUS return'd to the Apartment of 
his Wife, who he found abroad; ſhe was 
gone to the Princeſs, to acquaint her with 
the arrival of ApRAasSTUs, and his unjuſt 
Suſpicions of her. He had ſcarce finiſhed 
the account he was giving to CLEARCHUS, 
of what had paſsd between him and 
ARIDANOR, when one of the Princeſs's 
Pages came to let him know ſhe expected 
to ſee him; having been inform'd his Wife 
was already with her, he doubted not but 
ſhe had made her Complaint to that de- 
ceivd Lady, and was in a Perplexity which 
cannot be deſcrib'd, in what manner he 
ſhould defend his Accuſations againſt her, 
without, at the ſame time, proclaiming the 
Guilt of the Prince; which not only the 
Admonitions of CLEARCHUs, but his own 
Reaſon alſo perſuaded him it was wholly 
improper to do. The Affair was nice, and 
in the preſent Confuſion of his Thoughts, 
he found himſelf incapable of managing it; 

yet 
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yet was there an abſolute Neceſſity of o- 
beying the Summons of a Princeſs, who 
was the Daughter of his Maſter. He there- 
fore compos'd himſelf as much as poſſible 
to attend her. He found her in her 
Cloſet entirely alone, ISMONDA having en- 
treated not to be preſent during this Con- 
verſation. How comes it, ADRASTUS, ſaid 
ſhe, as ſoon as he a 1 that you 
have n yourſelf in Caramania? 1 
thought the Love and Duty you pay my 
royal Father, had extended to all belong- 
ing to him, and that the firſt Viſit you had 
made, had been to me. Pardon, bright 
Princeſs! anſwer'd he, this ſeeming neglect 
of that Regard due to your high Birth, "and 
more illuſtrious Virtnes ; but there were 
Reaſons for the Concealment of my Ar- 
rival, which could not be diſpenſed with, 
and which have made me guilty of Omiſ- 
ſions both to Heaven and you. I fear thoſe 
Reaſons, ſaid HYANTHE, are ſuch as can- 
not be approv'd by the Well-wiſhers of 
your Fame, or Peace of Mind: I hear, and 
grieve to hear, ſtrange Stories of your al- 
ter'd Humour. Believe me, ADRASTUS, 
Jealouſy is the worſt Paſlion of the Soul, 
and when tis cauſeleſs, is an Offence to 
Virtue ſcarcely pardonable. I am of the 
ſame opinion, Madam, anſwerd he; and 
becauſe-I would not give it entrance, en- 
deavour d to arrive at certainty. And how 
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far have you ſucceeded? interrupted the 
Princeſs. 

Now was this unhappy Husband in the ut- 
moſt Dilemma, in what manner to reply: 
but a ſudden Thought coming that moment 
into his head, after a moment's Pauſe; So 
far, Madam, anſwer'd he, as has ſerv'd to 
convince me that I have been deceiv'd by 
falſe Reports, and have injur'd by an un- 
juſt Suſpicion ARIDANOR. He was go- 
ing to ſay his Wife, but could not force 
his Tongue ſo much to belye his Heart. 
And not IsMonDa too? demanded the 
Princeſs, When ſhe returns to Anatolia, 
reſumed he, what my opinion is of her, 
will ſhow itſelf, —<—J therefore beſeech 
your Highnels, continued he, putting one 
Ance to the Ground, that you will no 
longer countenance her ſtay, nor ſuffer 
her to skreen under your ſacred Umbrage 
the little Regard ſhe has teſtify'd to my 
Deſires. Far = it from me, reply d ſhe, 
who am myſelf a Wife, to go about to 
hinder one — is a Wife from that Obe- 
dience the Name of Husband claims; but 
as I would not have her wanting in her 
Duty, ſo I hope you will remember there 
is alſo ſome required from you, and not 
by harſh Treatment, or too great an Exer- 
tion of your Authority oblige her to re- 
pent ſne ever put it in your power. Here 
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had expreſſed to her, and her Ingratitude 
ſince, made him ſhake with inward Agony. 
How I have behavid, Madam, ſaid he, 
yourſelf has been a Witneſs.: In what 
manner I ſhall behave, will be owing to 
her Actions. I comprehend not the mean- 
ing of theſe myſterious Words, reply'd the 
Princeſs, who was entirely prepoſſeſs'd by 
what that ſubtle Woman had ſaid to her ; 
you ſeem to have ſtill a reſerve of Indig- 
nation in your Soul, which may make her 
fear the Uſage I have mention'd: And as 
her Friendſhip for me has been her only 
Crime, it lies on me to engage her Par- 
don; which you muſt give, ADpRASTUS, 
purſued ſhe ſmiling, or 1 ſhall think you 
look on me as a Rival. I neither can, nor 
ought, anſwered he, to refuſe any thing 
to the Daughter of my Sovereign, and a 
Princeſs illuſtrious for a thouſand Virtues, 
but moſt for her heavenly Sweetneſs of 
Diſpoſition ; and while IsMONDA has had 
ſo bright a Pattern, methinks it is impoſ- 
ſible ſhe ſhould have err'd. - I inſiſt 
therefore on no more than that ſhe prepare 
with all expedition to depart with me for 
Anatolia. 

The Princeſs, well pleaſed with think- 
ing ſhe had brought about this Reconcilia- 
tion, endeavour'd to perſuade him to con- 
tinue with them in Caramania, aſſuring 
him that the Prince her Husband would 
put 
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put him into Poſts of Honour equivalent 
to thoſe he enjoy d in Anatolia. But be- 
fore his Tongue could bring forth a refuſal 
of this Offcr, his Looks demonſtrated how 
unwelcome it was to him. At the Name 
of THEODORE, ſcarce could he refrain from 
uttering all he knew, and the Reaſons that 
Prince had for engaging his ſtay ; but the 
regard he had for the Quict of the happily 
deceived HAN THE, prevented him: and 
he only excuſed himſelf from accepting 
any Favours offer d him by her Husband, on 
the account of thoſe he had received from 
her Father, whoſe Service, while he could 
be of any uſe to him, Gratitude he faid 
would not permit him to leave. Though 
the Princeſs, truly loving ISMONDa, urg d 
him as ſtrenuouſly as the Caſe would per- 
mit, yet could ſhe alledge but little, beſides 
her own Deſires, againſt the Fuſtice of thoſe 
Arguments he made uſe of to back his De- 
nial, and ſhe was oblig'd at laſt to own that 
he was in the right, and conſent to difcharge 
IsMonDa from her Service. 

Abpnasrus had no ſooner diſengaged 
himſelf from the Prince(s, than he return'd 
to the Apartment of his Wife, where he 
communicated to CLEARCHUS every parti- 
cular of the Converſation which had paſs'd 
between him and HYANTHE ; but when he 
came to that which related the promiſe of 
his Pardon to I8MonDa, and his deſign of 

taking 
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taking her with him to Anatolia, nothing 
could be more amaz'd, than was his Friend : 
And can you then, ſaid he, interrupting him, 
ſo readily forgive what but ſome hours 
ſince you ſwore, that to the laſt Moments 
of your Life, you would endeavour to re- 
venge ? Does the Name of Prince ſo far 
alleviate the Guilt, that you can conſent to 
live again with the falſe fair IIMonDa? A 
gloomy Smile at this Interrogation diffuſed 
itſelf around the Mouth of this offended 
Husband; No, CLEARCHUS! reſumed he, 
think not ſo meanly of ApRASTUS, tis to 
accompliſh that Revenge, at which I can ar- 
rive no other way, that I affect this Patience, 
this tame forgiving Nature. Should I 
leave her in Caramania, what more could 
the adultcrous Pair deſire? But I will di- 
vide them divide them for ever 
give them to know ſome part of the Hells 
they have on me inflicted and to pre- 
vent a ſecond Injury of this kind from any 
other Man, ſoon as ſhe arrives in Anatolia, 
ſhall ſhe be immur'd among the Veſtals. The 
Surprize which CLEARCHUS had at firſt 
conceivd, was now ſucceeded by an ad- 
cquate Admiration ; he applauded his Con- 
duct, and encouraged him in this Reſolu- 
tion, with all the Eloquence he was ma- 

ſter of. 
While they were talking, IsMoN DA, who 
by the Princeſs had been inform'd of what 
he 
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he ſaid, came in; and with an Air of 
Haughtineſs, with which ſhe, but in vain, en- 
dceavour'd to mingle alittleSweetneſs : Now, 
my Lord, {aid ſhe, I hope you are convinced 
of the Injury your miſtaken Rage has done 
me, and are prepar'd to ask my pardon. 
We will talk no more, Madam, reply'd he, 
either of Injurics or Pardon, it will be time 
enough when we come to Anatolia; and 
the greater ſpecd you make in getting rea- 
dy for this Journey, the more 1 ſhall be 
inclinable to think you wiſh a more perfect 
Reconciliation between us, than can be 
made in Caramania. I know not, ſaid 
ſhe, whether I ſhall accept it on thoſe terms, 
or not. And with theſe Words left the 
Room, refuſing to hold any further Con- 
verſation with him, tho' he call'd after her 
to aſſure her he would afford it on no o- 
ther, nor would conſent to bed with her, 
or call her by the name of Wife, while ſne 
continued in Caramania. 

Nor did he ſtagger in this Reſolution, 
but went with CLEAR cHus immediately out 
of the Palace, and took private Lodgings 
at ſome diſtance from it. Nothing certain- 
ly ever cqual'd the Perplexity of ISMONDA 
at this ſudden turn of her Fate, unleſs it 
were that in which her belovd THEODORE 
was involy'd. Neither of them could now 
invent the lcaſt plauſible Pretext, ADR ASTUS 
had refus'd all Offices which might detain 
_y him 
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him in Caramanta ; the Princeſs had given 
her , Conſent that IsMonDa ſhould depart, 
and there appear'd no way of preventing 
this Misfortune to their Love, but ſuch as 
muſt have open d the Eyes not only of the 
Princeſs, but the whole Nation alſo, to ſee 
into the long hid Secret. MARMILLIO was 
now a Perſon whole Preſence and Advice 
was thought | exceeding neceſſary, and the 
Prince was beginning to think by what means 
he ſhould recall him, without the Eclat -of 
his reftoration into Favour being prejudicial 
to himſelf ; when CLEOMENES acquainted 
him, that. his Brother having recciv'd News 
that IRENE had died in Childbirth, deſired 
nothing more than. his Highnels's Permiſ- 
ſion to return. 

This was welcome News to THEODORE, 
he ſent an immediate diſpatch that he ſhould 
come with all poſſible expedition, giving 
out among his Courtiers, that as that Fa- 
vourite had incurr'd his. diſpleaſure only for 
a raſh Word, he thought he had ſufficiently 
puniſh'd him for ſo trivial a Fault. Nor 
did this Alteration impede his Deſires of 
ſceing EURIDICE the Bride of DoRasPe, 
but on the contrary, it very much forward- 
cd that Marriage ; for ARBANES, by the re- 
turn of MARMILL1o, being fruſtrated of 
the Expectations with which he had flatter'd 
himſelf of being the chief Favourite of his 


Sovereign, and receiving the conſequential 
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Benefits of ſuch a Truſt, thought it beſt not 
to negle& that only means which now re- 
main'd of advancing his Family, by an Alli- 
ance with one ſo powerful as that of Do- 
RASPE 3 and ſince Death had diſappointed 
his Son ERNESTUs of his hope of IRENE, 
he was rcſolv'd for the future never to leave 
any thing to Time or Chance, and hurry'd 
the flow EURIDICE to Nuptials, which in 
her Soul were little leſs deteſtable to her 
than the Grave. 
MARMILLIO had many Friends who tru- 
ly lov'd him, and ſincerely rejoicd at his 
Re- eſtabliſnment; but theirs was a Joy faint 
and languid, when compar'd with that which 
AllVd the Soul of the tranſported ARILLA. 
The News of it no ſooner reach her Ears, 
than ſhe again indulg'd the pleafing Idea of 
rewarded Paſſion again prepar'd to meet 
the Joys of Love — and her heay'd Boſom 
ſwell'd with refiew'd Deſires ; but alas! lit- 
tle did the falſe Man merit fo true a Paſſion; 
Far different from her Expectations, were the 
Careſſes with which he now recciv'd her 
Ardors ! Abſence had quite eſtrang d 
his fickle Heart, and a new Object oblitera- 
ted almoſt the Memory of the former. 
While depriv'd of the Pleaſures of the 
Court, he cou'd not live without his Amuſe- 
ments; being invited after a Hunting Match, 
to the Houſe of a wealthy Commoner in 
that * of the Country which he had * 
or 
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for his Retirement, he became ſo much 
enamour'd of the fair CARICLEA, the Wife 
of that Gentleman to whom he was a Gueſt, 
that the Idea of ARILLA, to whom he had 
been ſo much deyoted, ſoon loſt all the Em- 
pixe oycr his Soul. Perfectly skill'd in 
the undoing Art, he exerted all for the ob- 
taining this new Conqueſt, and the unwary 
Liſtner, too weakly guarded, became a Prey 
to his deſtructive Inſinuations. The unſuſ- 
pecting Husband; far from gueſſing at the 
Motive which occaſion'd the frequent Viſits 
he now receiv'd from him, took them as ſo 
many Proofs of his Friendſhip, and was 
tranſported at the deference paid him by a 
Man of MARMILLIO's Quality, from all 
the other Gentlemen of the County. He 
had a young Siſter equally lovely with Ca- 
RICLEA, tho of another ſort of Beauty; 
this blooming Creature, when MARMIL- 
Lio found himſelf recall'd to Court, he 
perſuaded to go with him, telling her, 
he would introduce her to the Service of 
the Princeſs, which would not only improve 
her in Converſation, but alſo throw her 
in the way of Fortune: there was no doubt, 
he ſaid, but Charms ſuch as hers would ap- 
pear, when ſet forth to advantage, might 
make up for the deficiencies of Birth, and 
entitle her to a Husband among the firſt 
Rank of the Nobility. CARICLEA ſcem'd 
of the ſame Opinion, and infuſing ſome 
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Principtes of Ambition into the Mind of 
the young Girl, made her continually teaze 
her Brother for his Conſent ; which he at laſt 
gave, on Condition his Wife would accom- 
pany her, and ſee her ſettled with the 
Princeſs before ſhe left her. This was all 
that the guilty Pair deſir d; MARMILL10 
not yet grown weary of the Charms of 
CARICLEA, and divided between his Love 
Intereſt, had form'd this Stratagem for the 
Gratification of both; and the Fair Tranſ- 
greſſor was infinitely pleas'd, to think how 
freely ſhe might indulge her Paſſion when 
abſent from her Husband, who, by reaſon 
of a publick Office he bore in the Country, 
cou'd not leave it. 
Depending thercfore on the Virtue of his 
Wife, he gave his Siſter wholly to her Care 
as to her Behaviour, and recommending her 
Preferment to MARMILL1o, who had pro- 
mis'd ſach great Things, ſuffer'd them to 
take leave without the leaſt ſuſpicion of 
what they deſign'd, or that the innocent 
Maid was the Property which they made uſe 
of for no other purpoſe than his Diſhonour. 
For ſome time after they came to Court, 
CARICLEA maintain'd her Empire over the 
Heart of him who had brought her to it; 
and when it decreasd, ARILLA profited not 
by the Change: nothing being more true 
than that Say ing of an Engliſh Poet; 


To 
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To 1 once 546 we cannot backward 
move; 


Cali aue again, and I may dove 


Few Men, if ever any were, are twice 
enamour'd of the ſame Object; their 
whole Life indeed is one continued Scries 
of Change, but then it is ſtill to new De- 
ſires: the Heart that is once eſtrang'd, is ne- 
ver to be recall'd; and though the forſaken 
Nymph is ſure to have her preſent Rival 
in the ſame Condition with herſelf, yet 
muſt ſhe not hope to reap any other Ad- 
vantage, than Revenge. ARILLA ſoon per- 
ceiy'd ſhe owed her Misfortune to the Beau- 
ties of CARICLEA, and had Wit enough to 
know that Complaints would be of little 
ſervice to cſtabliſh her in the Affections of 
this ungrateful Man. Unable therefore to 
endure the ſight of what was ſo diſtracting 
to her, ſhe Hale. the Service of the Prin- 
ceſs, and retired to the Houſe of a Rela- 
tion in the Country, with a Reſolution ne- 
ver to return, unleſs her Reaſon could ſo 
far get the better of her Paſſion, as to give 
her Courage to look on all he did with the 
Eyes of Indifference and Contempt. 

Her removal made room for VIOLETTA, 
ſo was the Siſter of the Husband of CAaR1- 
CLEA called: And IMARMuILLIo, as much 


to leave that Lady (whoſe abſence he now 
13 began 
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began to wiſh, as much as he had done her 
preſence) no pretence of ſtaying, as to 
comply with the Promiſe he had made her 
Husbittd; neglected not this 6ppottunity of 
introducing this young Beauty. There were 
no Obftacles to her reception, The was well 
accotnpliſh'd, and of a Family inferieur to 
none, who were not of the Nobility. - Hv. 
Ax THE accepted her with her uſual Aﬀabi- 
lity and Sweetneſs, and aſſured Canticita, 
who accompany'd her to the Prefetice-Chatn- 
ber, that there were none among her Ttain 
of noble Maids, whom ſhe would treat with 
greater Kindneſs. 

VIioLE TTA thus ix d at Court, CARICLEA 
was Oblig'd to return home, and ſuw'd her- 
ſelf the Grief of being forſaken : The ne- 
ceſſity of her Departure engaging MARMIt.- 
Lio to entertain her with the appearance 
of the ſame Ardours, as thoſe with which 
he firſt ſeduced her eaſy Heart; and ſhe 
parted with this Satisfaction in her mind, 
that ſhe left him involy'd in equal Sorrow, 
and that his Inclinations w ould bring him in 
a ſhort time to viſit her. | 

Next to the feard IRENE, nothing had 
ever given him "mote Pleaſure, than to be 
freed from ARILLA, and this laſt Conqueſt 
of his victorious Wiles: he was now at li- 
berty to proſecute a new Deſign, which his 
ever-waving Paſſion had form'd againſt the 
the Virtue of OL1MPIA, a young Lady of 


ex- 
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exquiſite Beauty and Accomptiſhments, but 
eſteem d a Man-hater, and tis probable the 
difficulty that appear d in gaining her, was 
no leſs an inducement to him than any other 


Charm. He long'd to triumph over 
ſo rigid a Virtue He thought it would 
be an infinite Satisfaction to know himſelf 
poſſeſs'd of what ſo many had languiſh'd for 
in vain, and reſolv'd to leave no means un- 
try'd to bring her into the number of thoſe 
who were unable to withſtand his Sollicita- 
tions. Many propoſals greatly to the ad- 
vantage of her Fortune had been made her, 
yet was ſhe ſo far from accepting them, that 
tho' ſhe had, at the firſt acquaintance with 
them, declar'd a liking of their Converſa- 
tion, they no ſooner appear'd as Lovers, 
than ſhe immediately deſpis'd and us'd them 
ill; and to prevent all further Importuni- 
ties of the like nature, at laſt treated the 
whole Sex with a Contempt which was 
ſcarce reconcileable to Good Breeding. 
MARMILLIO had frequently been in her 
Company, and had found the Effects of this 
Humour in common with the reſt of Man- 
kind, yet did it not deter him; and ſetting 
himſelf to dive into the ſecret of a Diſpoſi- 
tion ſo forcign to all that is natural, he 
thought it muſt proceed either from a ſecret 
Paſſion ſhe had entertain'd for ſome one 
Man, that had created in her an averſion 
to all others; or clſe, that it was no more 


js than 
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than Affectation, and that ſhe imagin'd by 
ſeeming to Hate, ſhe might give the great: 
er looſe · to Love, unperceiv'd and unſuf- 
pected. His Buſineſs therefore, was to find 
out which of theſe two Motives was the 
right ; but by what means he ſhould make 
this Diſcovery, he was for ſome. time at a 
loſs; and was indeed at laſt indebted for it 
only to an Accident as whimſical in effect, 
as it was ruinous to the Honour and future 
Reputation of this ſeemingly reſerv'd La- 
dy. 

Happening to paſs by her Houſe one Night 
when it was very late, he ſaw the Door 
wide open, and no Servant near it, nor any 
Light appcaring at the Windows, he pre- 
ſently imagin'd it might have been broken 
open by Thieves; and having two Men with 
him, he made them go into the Hall, and 
call to the Footmen, but none anſwering 
for a long time, he grew convinc'd that his 
Conjectures had been true, and made yet 
a louder Noiſe. At length a Fellow came 
running down ſtairs half naked, and with 
all the marks of fright and aſtoniſhment on 
his Face, Are any of the Family beſide your 
lelf, ſazd MARMILLIO, awake ? No, my 
Lord, anſwer'd he. Your Lady then, re- 
ſum d he, is doubtleſs robb'd : And then told 
him in what manner he had ſecn the Door, 
and the occaſion of his coming in at that 
unſcaſonable hour. On which, the Fellow 
NE ran 
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ran up ſtairs to call his n who 
being all ſoundly ſleeping, were not very 


and Maid-Servants, being at laſt alarm'd, 
they went up and down the Houſe with 
Lights, endeavouring to diſcover at what 
place the Rogues had enter'd, or what they 
had taken away. OLIMIA's Woman ran 
into her Chamber, to apprize her Lady of 
what had happen'd ; but not finding her 
there, ſhriek'd out, that the Thieves had 
. ſtole away her Lady: on which, every bo- 
dy going into that Room, they found it 
ſtripp'd of all the rich Things in it, which 
could conveniently be carry'd away; her 
dreſſing Plate, a fine Watch and Equipage, 
which, at her going to Bcd, were always 
hung in a Caſe made on purpoſe for them ; 
her Cabinct broken open, and her Jew- 
els and Money taken out. There was in- 
decd ſufficient in this Room to glut the 
Avarice of theſe nocturnal Pilferers; and 
either being ſatisfy d with their Booty, or 
fcarful of Diſcovery, they went into no 
other, as might be ſuppos'd; for every thing 
ſtood as it did in all the other Apartments. 
As MARMILLIO, with the Servants of this 
Lady, were ſearching the Houſe, one of 
them cry'd out, that the Poor which open'd 
into the Garden was unbarr'd ; on which the 
reſt going toward it, found it was ſo indeed, 
and were then no longer at a loſs by what 
means 
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means the Rogues had gotten entrance : e- 
very one, however, MARMILLIO eſpeci- 
ally, being in great Concern what was 
become of OLIuIA, ſome of the Foor- 
men ran with lighted Torches into the Gar- 
den, where in a cloſe Arbor they found her 
bound and gagg'd, and, to their great amaze- 
ment, the uglieſt and moſt dirty of her 
Grooms in the ſame poſture. Scarce would 
the wonder which they all were involv'd in, 
permit them to deliver her from that uneaſy 
State; but MARMILLIO, who had more 
Preſence of Mind, was the firſt who gave 
her any Aſliſtance, and taking the Gag out 
of her Mouth, reſtor'd her to the uſe of 
Speech, while the others were buſily em- 
ploy'd in unfaſtning the Cords which had 
rudely been twiſted round her Legs and 
Arms. It was expected that ſhe would have 
related to them, ſo ſoon as ſhe had power, 
how ſhe came to be thus expos'd, but ſhe ap- 
pear'd in too great a Confuſion to do it; 
and when MARMILLIo, having his own ſe— 
cret Reaſons for the Queſtion, ask'd her how 
it came to pals that ſhe choſe ſo odd and fo 
dangerous an hour for walking, ſhe an- 
ſwer'd nothing. And when he more ma- 
liciouſly demanded, if it were with her 
knowledge that the Groom was in the 
Garden at the ſame time her Ladyſhip had 
choſe to make it the place of her Retirc- 
ment, ſhe ſcem'd ready to die with _— 

an 
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and Vexation; and inſtead of thanking 
MARMILLIo for the timely aſſiſtance he 
had given her, ſhe flung abruptly from him, 
crying, I catinot imagine what Accident or 
Deſign ſhould bring you here at this time. 
He — not to ſtay her, nor had 
any further buſineſs to remain there any 
longer himſelf, btit went thro' the Houſe, 
and into his Chair, impatient till he was at 
home, to examine the Contents of a ſmall 
piece of Paper which he had taken up in 
the Arbor of OLIMPIA's Garden, and lay 
near the Groom; and which, 'twas probable, 
the Thieves in rifling his Pockets had let 
fall. He had no ſooner enter'd his Cloſet, 
than opening it, he found it contain'd theſe 
Lines. 

© Tho' I have turn'd 0 the Wench, 
* whoſe inquiſitive Diſpoſition gave me 

* juſt cauſe of Fear, yet am I Rill appre- 
* henſive of diſcovery, by ſome unlucky 
Accident or other._—— We cannot, my 
dear SILo, be perfectly ſecure, while we 
* continue our Endearments in my Cham- 
© ber; I will therefore quit my Bed when 
* all the Family are drown'd in ſleep, and 
* ſteal down to the cloſe Arbor at the far- 
ther end of the Garden, where I ſhall ex- 
< pett you with all the impatience of the 
* molt doating Affection. 

Doating, indeed, cryd MARMILL10O fo 


himſelf, as ſoon as he had done reading ; 
was 
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was ever ſuch monſtruous Hypocriſy ! Tis 
certain, that tho' he had not that opinion 
of her Virtue, which the generality of the 
World had, yet he could never imagine 
ſhe would have ſtoop'd fo low as her own 
Groom, if he had not ſeen the Confirma- 
tion of it under her own hand, which he 
knew perfectly well, having often ſeen it 
on ſeveral Occaſions. He could not for- 
bear laughing, however, when he conſi- 
der'd on the whimſicalneſs of this Adyen- 
ture : It was plain, that the Thieves coming 
over the Wall with a deſign to rob the 
Houſe, had found the Miſtreſs of it with 
her humble Enamorato in that Arbor ; and 
having bound and gagg'd them, found an 
caly ys Le to compals their Deſign. 

Having a little given way to the Diver- 
ſion of his Humour on this comical Affair, 
his more ſerious Inclinations reſumed ſome 
part of their former force: I ſay, ſome 
part; for after the knowledge how much 
OL1MPIA had demean'd herſelf, he had not 
thoſe paſſionate Deſires for her Enjoyment 
as before. It was Curioſity, and perhaps 
tome mixture of a more baſe Paſſion, which 
made him now reſolye not to relinquiſh 
his Pretenſions; and encourag'd by the dit- 
covery he had made, preſsd on her in ſo 
cloſe a manner, that it oblig'd her to make 
uſe of all the Invectives ſhe could muſter 
up againſt the Sex, to make him deſiſt ; 
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and perceiving that thoſe Artifices, which 


had been fatal to ſo many of the believing 
Fair, had no influence on her, he grew at 
laſt ſo piqued, that, without any regard to 
her Quality, or thoſe Vows of an eternal 
Adoration he had made her, he upbraided 
her with Hypocriſy and Deceit ; and to 
prove that he knew her pretended Virtue 
all a Cheat, reveal'd to her by what means 
he had been acquainted with the Conde- 
ſcenſions with which ſhe had favour'd SILo, 
and theaten'd to make the Affair publick 
to the whole Town, if ſhe conſented not 
to bribe him in the manner he deſir'd. 
Nothing can be imagin'd of Fear, Vexa- 
tion, and Surprize, ſuperiour to what OLIM- 
PIA endur'd in this ſhock ; at firſt ſhe raged, 
torſwore all he alledged, ad branded him 
with Injuſtice and Barbarity, in terms the 
moſt opprobrious that Paſſion could ſuggeſt: 
but all ſhe ſaid having no other effect, than to 
make him more reſolute to expoſe her, ſhe 
fell into as mean Submiſſions, entreating 
him to pity the Weakneſs ſhe had been 
guilty of, and not ruin her for ever, by 
revealing what he had diſcover d. She told 
him that S1Lo, by concealing himſelf in 
her Chamber, had at firſt raviſh'd her Vir- 
gin Favours, Shame preventing her from 
alarming the Family ; becauſe that, while a- 
ſleep, he had preſumed too far for her to ſuf- 
fer to be made publick ; and that ſince, more 

out 
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out of fear of being betray d by his Malice, 
ſhe had yielded to repeat the guilty Joy, 
than out of any Pleaſure ſhe took in the 
Careſſes of a Wretch ſo much beneath her; 
and that the Reflection how cruelly her Vir- 
tuc had been triumph'd over by him, had 
becn the occaſion of that Hatred ſhe ex- 
prels'd to all Mankind in general. And 
can you not, ſaid MARMILL1o, aſſume 
Courage enough to throw off ſuch a bold 
Invader ? — What matters it, in what 
manner :he ſhall ſpeak; who will believe 
the Words of a diſcarded Servant 
A Villain ſo audacious ſhould rather have 
met the Puniſhment of his Crime from 
your offended Hand, than reap'd Reward.— 
But you have ſince forgiven, and no doubt 
love the Wretth. No, by my hopes of 
Happineſs, reſamed ſhe; and had I any 
Friend would rid me of him, ſhould think 
myſelf oblig'd paſt Recompence. But 
to whom could I apply for ſuch a Favour, 
without relating the cauſe of my Diſguſt; 
you arc the firſt Diſcovercr of this horrid 
Secret, and if indeed you lov'd me, would 
not endure a Rival ſuch as he to be poſ- 
ſeſs d of the Advantages he is. What can 1I 
do, reply'd MARMILL1o, to a Creature un- 
worthy of my Sword? O! there are a 
thouſand, ſaid ſhe, who, for a trifling Re- 
ward, would ſend him from the World. 
As diſſolute as MAR MILLIO was, the 

thoughts 
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thoughts of Murder ſhock'd him, eſpecially 
when propos d by a Woman, and one who 
had willingly continued in the neareſt In- 
timacy with the Perſon ſhe would deſtroy. 
There are Countries, Madam, anſwer'd he, 
after a little Pauſe, where thoſe Bravoes 
you talk of are eaſy to be found; but if 
there are any of that Calling in Carg- 
mania, I proteſt to you I know them nor. 
However, continued he, when he 
had again taken a little time for Conſidera- 
tion, I will endeavour to give you the Eaſe 
you ſeem to wiſh, though by means lefs 
crucl than you mention d. I care not by 
what way, ſazd ſhe, you ſecure my Repu- 
tation from his Tongue, and deliver me 
from the Conftraint I am under, in ſuffer- 
ing his odious Careſſes; and my Heart, my 
Soul, my All ſhall be at your devotion. 
MARMILLIO would fain have receiv'd his 
Hire before his Work was done, but OLIM- 
PIA would not conſent: No, my Lord, 
ſaid ſhe, when he importun'd her, ſet me 
free from the deteſted Obligations I am un- 
der, and I can then receive your Embraces 
with ſatisfaction. He was able to obtain 
no more of her, and took his leave to go 
about the Execution of what he had pro- 
miſed, which he accompliſhed by theſe 
means. | 

He had an acquaintance with a Captain, 
who traded to the farther part of the Wel- 
tern 
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tern Ocean, the Ship was at that time ready 
to ſet fail: and OLIMPIA ſending 810 
on board, under pretence of carrying a Let- 
ter to the Captain, which he: was to deliver 
to ſome Friend ſhe had in that Country for 
which he was bound; the poor Fellow 
was immediately clapp'd under Hatches, 
and, like other Felons, was made a Tranſport 
for the Theft he had committed on his La- 
dy's Honour. After which, MARMuILLIO 
received from OLIMPIA as full a Gratifica- 
tion of his Deſires, as he had dare, or ſhe 
had promiſed. 

While the elder Brother was thus en- 
gaged, the younger was not left without his 
Amuſcments, ARSINOE had Fondneſs e- 
nough for him to oblige her to an endea- 
vour to attract all his Moments; but in 
ſpite of all ſhe could do, his Heart could 
not diſentangle itſelf from that Snare, which 
the Charms of ATTALINDA had ſpread a- 
bout it. The unknown Lady alſo, who had 
writ ſo obliging a Letter to him, ſometimes 
came in for a part in his divided Senti- 
ments; Love of the one, and Curioſity to 
diſcoyer the other, took up ſo much of 
his Thoughts, that it was as much as all 
the Endearments of ARSINOE could boaſt, 
to claim a ſmall ſhare in his Inclinations. 
He would have given almoſt any thing he 
was maſter of, to have known who the 
Lady was, whom he had made ſuch an Im- 

preſſion 
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preſſion on; but not all his Penetration 
could ſerve him ſo far, and he was as much 
to ſeek as ever, when he received a ſecond Bil- 
let from her, which contained theſe Lines. 


To the Accompliſh'4 CLEOMENES. 


, OW long will you ſuffer yourſelf 
0 to be accusd of Unkindnels, or 
* Stupidity ? For to one of theſe two muſt 
be aſcrib'd your refuſing that Return my 
Paſſion hoped. But perhaps you are 
not yet inſenſible on whom your Charms 
have wrought this Effect, and find nothing 
in me which can induce you to more 
than Compaſlion for the Languiſhments 
you have caus d. I with to Heaven 
* I knew the happy Beauty for whom you 
are ungrateful to all others: if worthy of 
c 


yourLove, I might endure my Fate with leſs 
regret; but if to the faint and proſtituted 
Graces of ARSINOE I owe the Miſery of 
hopeleſs Tenderneſs, I muſt confeſs that 
am not able to ſupport the Shock.-— 
I beg, therefore, that you will gratify me 
in one Requeſt; which is, that if that 
Creature be not the Miſtreſs of your Af- 
fections, you will come into the Draw- 
ing: room to-morrow with a white Fca- 
ther in your Hat, inſtead of a crimſon 
© one, which you have been accuſtom'd to 
wear; but if ſhe be, which, alas! I too 
U much 
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* much fear, make no alteration in your 
* Dreſs —<—qPD This, if you oblige me in, 
I will not fail to requite by ſome Favour 
or other, which ſhall be adequate to the 
Obligation. — Farewel ! I wiſh you were 
leſs lovely, or I more worthy of attract- 
ing your kind Wiſhes.” 


A 
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Yours, Tenderly Devoted. 


At ſight of the Hand, which he perfeQ- 
ly knew again, he hoped this was an Eclair- 
ciſſement of what he ſo much deſired to 
know; but perceiving that this CYNTHIA 
ſtill concealed herſelf behind a Cloud, he 
was more uneaſy and diſcontented than be- 
fore. He did not fail, however, to oblige 
her in the Requeſt ſhe had made him, and 
appear d the next day dreſs'd after the richeſt 
and moſt becoming manner he could in- 
vent, and a milk-white Feather in his Hart. 
There was a great Court that day; 
but among all the Ladies who were there, 
tho' he look'd in the Faces of them all, 
with Eyes the moſt enquiring that could 
be, he ſaw nothing in any of them which 
could give him any light into the Truth. 
As he was in a deep Cogitation on this 
Aﬀair, ATTALINDA came to the place 
where he was ſtanding ; and giving him a lit- 
tle rap on the Arm, You ſeem, ſaid ſhe, an- 
other Man, methinks, to-day, CLEOMENEs! 

Pray 
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Pray to what fair Lady's Eyes do we owe 
the Alteration of your Colours, and your 
Humour? Theſe Words proceeding from 
a Mouth which had ſo much charm'd him, 
made him immediately reſume his for- 
mer Vivacity : and looking on her with the 
moſt tender Air, The Change of my Co- 
lours, Madam, anſwer'd he, is not a Symp- 
tom of the Alteration of my Heart, which 
never was ſenſible of a true Paſſion, but 
for one Object, nor never can deſcend be- 
neath the glorious Flame with which at firſt 
it was inſpired. Few Men, ſaid ſhe, ſpeak 
with this warmth of an abſent Miſtreſs ; 
and by your declaring yourſelf in this man- 
ner, I cannot but imagine I am of the ac- 
quaintance of this happy Lady. If ſo, 
make no ſcruple to reveal who ſhe is, I 
aſſure you I can be a faithful Confidante. 
She is indeed of your acquaintance, rep/y'd4 
he, and I am confident will act in every 
thing according to your Deſires: Bur 
before I preſume to name her to you, I 
muſt engage your Promiſe to plead my 
Cauſe with the utmoſt Eloquence, and all 
the Arguments of prevailing Love.— Tell 
her I love her more than Words can 
ſpeak that all my Nights and Days arc 
taken up in Contemplation on her Charms 
that I have no Wiſh but what is her's. 
he forms my Dreams, and renders all 
my waking Moments happy, or curs'd, ac- 
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cording as ſhe ſmiles or frowns.— Tell 
her, that for a long. Age of Days I thus 
have languiſh'd ; and tho' I never yet have 
dar'd to reveal my Paſſion, it has taken too 
deep a root ever to be remov'd, or baniſh'd 
from my Soul. The Face of ATTALINDA 
was ſometimes cover'd with a ſcarlet Bluſh, 
at others, with a livid Paleneſs while he was 
ſpeaking : which he obſcrving, interpreted 
not to his diſadvantage, and in ſpite of all 
he had been told of her Paſſion for Phi- 
LARCHUS, from that moment conceiv'd a 
hope of being able to ſupplant him. Well, 
ſaid ſhe, with a Countenance in which Foy 
and Fear were viſibly painted, when 1 
know to whom I ſhould addreſs theſe Diſ- 
courſes, I will not omit any thing which 
may promiſe you Succeſs: and, indeed, I 
think a Paſſion ſuch as you deſcribe, join d 
with your other Merits, may almoſt aſſure 
you of it. Theſe Expreſſions, and the Air 
with which they were pronounced, was a 
ſufficient Encouragement for him to declare 
what he had till now, but with the utmoſt 
Pain, conceal'd. He preſently told her it 
was no other than herſelf, and demanded 
the performance of her Promiſe ; on which 
he look'd a little grave: But tho' ſhe drew 
her Features into an Air of the moſt re- 
icrvedne(s ſhe could aſſume, yet he eaſily 
iaw ſhe was not in the leaſt offended at 
what he had ſaid. This is ſtrange Diſcourſe, 
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reſumed ſhe, from one who I know profeſſes 
himſelf the Lover of ArsINot. The moſt 
modeſt Virgin, when attack'd with the pro- 
fancſt Impudence, could not appear with 
greater Confuſion, than did CLEOMENES 
at the Name of ARsINOE; he could not 
have imagin'd that a Lady who was ſo ſe- 
yere on the Failings of others, would her- 
ſelf expoſe her own, nor was there any 
probability ATTALINDA could have this In- 
formation from any other hand: But re- 
covering himſelf as well as he could, he 
thought it better to relate the Truth of 
every thing, which he did exactly, tho' in 
a faſhion as favourable as he could for AR- 
SIN OE. There is not one tittle of this Ad- 
venture, ſaid ſhe, laughing, as ſoon as he 
had done ſpeaking, but what I have heard ; 
with this addition to it, that you had with 
a great deal of Wit and IIl- nature ridicul'd 
my want of Beauty, and ſpoke things ſo 
greatly to my diſadvantage, that I muſt 
confeſs I had not ſo ill an opinion of my- 
ſelf, as to belicve -] pretend not to 
Beauty, yet know I am not ugly 
My Humour is not the moſt entertaining 
in the world, neither is it diſagreeable ; nor 
am I quite a Fool, or have a ſtinking Breath, 
or a thouſand other Imperfections, which 

I am told you branded me with. 
CLEOMENES had ſcarce Patience to hear 
her talk in this manner, without interrup- 
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ting; but finding ſhe ſeem'd not to give 
credit to ſo cruel an Aſperſion, he was 
the more eaſily ſatisfy d: but when he per- 
cciv'd ſhe had done, he entreated her to let 
him know by whom he had been fo bar. 
barouſly wrong d. A very little perſuaſion 
ſerv'd to prevail on her, to tell him it was 
from ARSINOE ſhe had heard the Charac- 
ter he had given of her; which enraged 
him to that violent degree, that he made 
no ſcruple of letting her know that Lady 
had turn'd her own Words upon him. 

All this Diſcourſe happening in the Pre- 
ſence-Chamber, they had no opportunity 
to give cach othcr thoſe Teſtimonies of 
their mutual Approbation, which both with 
equal Adour long'd for; but ATTALINDA 
giving him permiſſion to viſit her in the 
Evening, ſhe order'd things ſo againſt his 
coming, that hc found no Obſtacles to im- 
pede his Wiſhes. 

In fine, he obtain d of her the Joy he ſo long 
had languiſh'd for; and in the Tranſports 
of their mutual Endearments, ſhe confeſs d 
that it was from her he had received thoſe 
two Letters, which had given him ſo much 
diſquiet, while ignorant of the Author. 1 
always liked, ſaid ſbe, and had an Affec- 
tion for your Perſon; but when you came 
to viſit me with MaZaREs, was more 
charmed with your Wit and Behaviour. 
When you were gone, ARSINOE made "= 
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the Confidante of what had paſs'd between 
you, and the Baſeneſs of MAZAREs in hav- 
ing betray'd her to you, ——l was not 
without ſome Envy, when I heard her ſpeak 
with how much Rapture you return'd the 
Condeſcenſions made you, but could not 
believe ſhe had Charms capable of ſecu- 
ring your Heart for ever: And when ſhe 
told me that you had paſs'd ſome Cenſures 
on me, which I was conſcious I did not 
merit, I was ſo far from giving credit to 
what ſhe ſaid, that I imagin'd you had men- 
tion'd me but with too much regard for 
her Repoſe; and to prevent me from hav- 
ing the ſame Sentiments, had invented that 
heap of Abſurdities.— In order, there- 
fore, to be upon the ſquare with her, I 
writ to you. The Succeſs has anſwer'd my 
utmoſt Wiſhes, and if you can reſolve to 
be conſtant, think myſelf the moſt fortunate 
of my Sex, in having engaged you. 

Tis not to be ſuppos d "that there was 
any Deficiency of Oaths or Vows, to make 
her ſecure of his eternal Faith; and ſhe was 
Woman, caſily deluded Woman, and gave 


credit to all the Aſſeverations he made. 


Being now poſſeſsd of all the Intimacies 
he wiſh'd, he took the liberty of complain- 
ing that he had till a fear, that her Heart 
was not fo wholly his, as the Ardency of 
his Affection made him deſire; and then 
related, tho' not in terms which ſhe could 
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be offended at, what he had been told con- 
cerning PHILARCHUS., ' ATTALINDA was 
perfectly free from all Hypocriſy, and frank- 
ly confeſs d that ſhe once had been poſſeſs d 
of the moſt tender Sentiments, in favour 
of that young Gentleman; but that his In- 
gratitude had entirely eraſed them, ſhe hav- 
ing diſcovercd, that, in ſpite of a thouſand 
Obligations he had to her, he made the 
moſt ſolemn Proteſtations of Affection to 
a mean Creature, inferiour to her in every 
Circumſtance. 

CLEOMENES loy'd her not the leſs for 
the Freedom with which ſhe acknowledg'd 
the Folly of her former Fondneſs; and 
thinking himſelf perfectly happy in that 
ſhe now teſtified for him, nothing could 


be more felicitous, than the Moments they 


paſs'd together. The Good-nature and In- 
dolence of the Husband gave them frequent 
opportunities of ſceing each other, in as 
private a manner as either of them could 
wiſh : ATTALINDA deſir'd no other Proof 
of his Affection, than that he would entire- 
ly quit the Society of ARSINOE, which he 
accordingly did : Nor found he much Re- 
luctance in his compliance with that Re- 
queſt, All naturally deſpiſe what comes 
with too much caſe; and that very Con- 
fideration ſhould have made ATTALINDA, 
had ſhe not been of a Diſpoſition too gay 
to be capable of any ſolid Reflection, trem- 
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ble at her own Fate, and remember that 
nothing can be more true, than thoſe Words 
of the Poet, which thus reminds that eaſy 


Sex to be cautious in what manner they 
beſtow their Favours : 


All naturally fly what does purſue ; 


'Tis fit Men ſhould be coy, when Women 
W00. 


The End of the Fifth Part. 


5 FART 


I was not the Charms of OL1M- 
PIA, or any other Woman, could 
make MARMILL1o neglectful of 
what he owed his Prince ; he ſaw 
him torn with the ſevereſt Anguiſh, for the 
expected departure of his dear Miſtreſs; he 
found alſo in that Lady a Deſpair which 
nothing could ſurmount, and kept his Brain 
on a continual rack, for ſome Stratagem to 
prevent the Misfortune which both cqually 
dreaded. —Burt all his Invention now 
was at a loſs; the Princeſs, whoſe Com- 
mands alone had the power to awe ADRAS- 
TUS into ſilence, had given him her Pro- 
miſe, that IsMON DA ſhould go with him: 
and tho' that ſubtile Woman omitted no- 
thing which ſhe thought might prevail on 
her, to retract what ſhe had ſaid, yet Hr- 
ANTHE continucd firm in her Reſolution ; 
and the exceſſive Uncaſineſs which the other 
cxprels'd at the thoughts of returning ” 
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her native Country, to her Kindred, and 
with a Husband, who. had ever been moſt 
tender of her, at length made every body 
imagine there was {ſomething more in this 
Reluctance, than ſhe made ſhow of, and 
occaſion d a ſtricter Scrutiny into her Be- 
haviour than uſual. The Prince for that 
reaſon was now obligd to refrain from 
ſecing her, unleſs in publick ; and when- 
ever they had any thing to communicate 
to each other, MARMILLIO was the Perſon 
who convey'd the Letters and Meſſages. 
Nothing, however, being concluded on to 
ſtop the impending Evil, and the time pre- 
fix d for the departure of ADRASTUS ar- 
rivd, there remain'd no other Expedient, 
than that ISMON DA ſhould openly refuſe 
accompanying him, under the pretence, that 
having jealous Notions in his Head, ſhe ap- 
prehended ſome ill-ufage from him. This 
was an excuſe which paſs'd current but 
with a very few, becauſe Anatolia being 
the place of her Nativity, and where ſhe 
had many great and powerful Relations, 
to whom ſhe might apply in caſe of his 
Unkindnets, her Cauſes of Fear appear'd to 
have no real Foundation. And nothing 
was now more publickly talk'd of, than 
that it was more her Averſion for ADRAS- 
TUS, than Love for HYANTHE, which would 
not ſuffer her to leave the Court of Cara- 
mania. The Eyes of that Princeſs alto being 

now 
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now partly open, as to 'the Artifices of 
that fair Hypocrite, ſhe talk'd to her in a 
manner, which convinced her ſhe no 
longer thought herſelf obliged by her ſtay. 
How great a Vexation this was to a Wo- 
man, who priz'd her Reputation above. all 
things, excepting her Paſſion, any one may 
judge. She gave herſelf up to the moſt 
terrible Reflections, ſhe wept inceſſantly 
when in private, and could not ſo far re- 
ſtrain herſelf in publick, but that it was 
eaſy for any one who ſaw her, to perceive 
the trouble ſhe was in. Nor did THEo- 
DORE think himſelf leſs unhappy, or had 
more the power of concealing his Chagrin 
and their mutual Diſcontent was ſo appa- 
rent, that ſcarce any Perſon about Court, 
but thought as much as ARIDANOR knew 

of the Misfortune of ADRASTUS. 
MARMILLIo, who was perfectly acquaint- 
ed with what was ſaid, endcavour'd to ſtifle 
ſuch Conjectures, but in vain; every one 
whiſper'd it about, and the Blindneſs of 
the Princeſs, and the Ingratitude of her 
Woman, became at once the Theme of 
both Pity and Deteſtation. ISMoNDA, how- 
ever, having long ſince abandon'd Virtue, 
was now preparing herſelf to oppoſe Shame; 
and ſince Love and Glory in her Circum- 
ſtances were grown things incompatible, to 
preſerve the one, choſe to renounce the o- 
ther; and at laſt brought her aſſurance 2 
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ſo high a pitch, as to tell the Princeſs, that 
if ſhe diſchargd her from her Service, 
it was a Misfortune, which to bear ſhe 
muſt ſtudy Patience, but nothing but be- 
ing baniſh'd from Caramania ſhould oblige 
her to quit it Nor even then, would 
it be to Anatolia ſhe would repair. Your 
Highneſs, ſaid ſhe reſolutely, has power to 
drive me from a place where you are So- 
vercign, but not to confine me to the Houſe 
of a Husband, whoſe ill Treatment has ren- 
der'd odious to me all places where he is, 
and from whoſe miſtaken Jealouſy I have 
reaſon to apprehend the moſt terrible Con- 
ſequences. The Prince, in whole preſence 
ſhe utter'd this, imagin'd he might now add 
ſomething in her favour, without ſeeming 
to do ſo out of any other Motive, than 
pity for her Misfortunes, and that Com- 
plaiſance which might be expected from 
him to a Woman of her Quality. The Se- 
crets of Marriage, Madam, {aid he to the 
Princeſs, are only known to Perſons united 
in thoſe Bonds, nor are any others a fit 
Judge of the Cauſes of domeſtick Diffe- 
renccs. Pardon me, therefore, if I think 
'twould be an Act of Cruelty to abandon 
a Lady in her Extremity, who depends a- 
lone on you for Protection, and what I am 
certain your Goodneſs will hereafter regret, 
when you ſhall hear, as probably you may, 
that this ADRASTUs, whom you think ſo 
juſt, 
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juſt, ſhall make no other uſe of your diſ- 
charging from your Service his Wife, than 
to revenge himſelf on her for an imagin'd 
Wrong. Jealouſy is a Paſſion the 
molt terrible, and leaſt capable of forgiving 
of any, for which the Soul finds room ; 
and I entreat, in favour of this afflicted Beau- 
ty, that you will not ſend her from you, 
at a time when her only Aſylum is here. 
Conſider, Madam! continued he, more ſtre- 
nuouſly, ſhe had not quitted Anatolia, but 
for the dutiful Regard and Love ſhe bore 
HYANTHE 3 nor had ApRASTUsS Notions to 
her prejudice, but for the long abſence 
which thoſe Motives occaſion d: Shall you 
then, you, for whoſe ſake ſhe has incurred 
his Diſpleaſure, abandon her to the Effects 
of it ? O! let it never be ſaid a So- 
vercign has ſo ill requited the Faith and Zeal 
of a Subject. 

Tis certain, that at the beginning of this 
Diſcourſe he deſignd not to purſue it ſo 
far; but having once open d his Mouth, to 
plead a Cauſe in which he was ſo deeply 
intereſted, he could not ſo far be maſter of 
himſelf, as to conclude - juſt when it was 
conſiſtent with Prudence. The Princeſs 
look d on him with a fix'd regard all the 
time he was ſpcaking; and as ſhe wanted 
not Penetration, tho' for a long time de- 
ceived by her own Virtuc into a Belicf of 
others, now law what ſhe, of all the world, 
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was faſt convinc'd of. But as ſhe was MiC. 
treſs of great Wiſdom, Conduct, and Pre- 
ſence of Mind, ſhe in a moment recollect- 
ed what would beſt become her to do; and 
after taking a very little time for conſide- 
ration, anſwer'd him in this manner: Ne— 
ver ſhall it be ſaid, that a Wife, who boaſts 
to know the Duty of that State, preſumed 
to contradict her Husband's Will. IsMon- 
DA, Sir, ſhall ſtill continue in Caramanza ; 
but remember, that the only Incitement to 
my Grant, is my Obedience. 

Her Heart was now too full to utter 
more, and retired that moment with pre- 
cipitation into her Cloſet ; where ſhe ſhut 
herſelf up, and gave a looſe to the over- 
boiling Paſſions of her troubled Soul. She 
now found that the hopes ſhe had long 
flatter'd herſelf with, of being Miſtreſs of 
the Affections of THEODORE, were but in 
vain; and that while ſhe imagin'd ſhe had 
the moſt faithful Friend in IsMonNpDa, ſhe 
had been cheriſhing a Viper to ſting her in 
the moſt tender Part. It was with an in- 
finity of Tenderneſs ſhe regarded her Hul- 
band, and was as ſenſible as Woman could 
be, of the wrong he had done her Love 
and Virtue ; yet did ſhe entertain no thoughts 
of revenging it in the manner ſome Wives 
would do, nor yented her Diſcontent in 
Revilings, and Exclamations, as it is ordi- 
nary for Women to do on thoſe occaſions. 
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To Heaven alone did ſhe complain, and 
from the divine Powers entreated either a 
Mitigation of her Misfortunes, or Patience 


to endure them. And indeed it muſt 
be confeſs d, that never Wife was an Ex- 
ample of greater Reſignation, Fortitude, and 
Moderation. She conſider'd, that to fly in- 
to Paſſion, would but render her Condi- 
tion worſe, by expoſing to the World her 
Husband's Weakneſs, and her want of that 
Power ſhe. ought to have over him; that 
Pity was but a poor Relief for a Misfor- 
tune ſuch as her's, yet that was all ſhe 
could expect by revealing it; and that to 
accuſe the Prince with any terms of Wrath, 
would but provoke him to avow his Crime 
to her face, and by that means lay her 
under the neceſlity cither of coming to an o- 
pen Rupture with him, or, by brooking ſuch 
a Contempt tamely, teſtify a meanneſs of 
Spirit, which was not in her nature. She 
choſe therefore not to ſeem to know what, 
acknowledging to know, ſhe muſt. reſent, 
but had not the power of redreſſing. 
Would all Wives take this —_— there 
would not ſo many of them become hatc- 
ful to their Husbands, and deſpicable in the 
eyes of their Acquaintance, who, for the 
molt part, more ſcorn than pity their want 
of Charms. Never was any Heart leſs ca- 
pable of Hypocriſy, than that of HyaNn- 
THE ; and tho' her Prudence made her re- 
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ſolve, neither by her Words or Actions, to 
give the Prince room to imagine ſhe had 
the leaſt jealous Thought, yet could ſhe 
not at all times ſo well diſguiſe the Truth, 
but that he diſcover'd it: and if this Con- 
duct did not make him love, it cauſed in 
him the extremeſt Veneration and Eſteem 
for her. And ſhe finding him increaſe in 
the Reſpect he paid her, more eaſily en- 
dured his want of Love, hoping that alſo 
would enſue ; and that when fatiated with 
the Poſſeſſion of unlicens'd Charms, he 
might at laſt return to thoſe which had a 
juſt Claim to his Regard, and by his future 
Tenderneſs repay the too long neglected 
Merits of a ſuffering Wife. But in what 
terms is it poſſible to deſcribe in any man- 
ner, which can give the Reader a juſt No- 
tion of it, the Diſtraction of ApRASTUs, 
when he found himſelf by this means diſ- 
appointed of revenging the Injury he too 
well knew was done him by this ungrate- 
ful Wife. He made his Complaint to all 
to whom he ſpoke, of, the Injuſtice done 
him, in detaining from him the Woman, 
whom by all the Laws of Heaven and 
Earth was his, engaged the whole Body of 
the reverend Magi to urge rhe Princeſs in 
his behalf; but all being unſucceſsful, ſcarce 
could he refrain from uttering all he knew, 
and expoſing the Guilt of THEoDoRE, which 
he imagin d was yet a Secret to HYANTHE : 

yet 
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yet in ſpite of the te us Paſſion 

which invaded him, like an Earth 
quake ſhook his tormented Soul, fo 
true was his Affection for his Sovereign, 
that he forbore, painful as the Reſtraint 
was to him, uttering the leaſt Syllable, 
which might occaſion a ſuſpicious Thought 
to the prejudice of his Daughter's Repoſe. 
ARIDANOR and CLEARCHUS were the only 
Perſons to whom he diſcours'd with free- 
dom of his Misfortune : and the former of 
theſe was now involy'd in Vexations, which 
left him little the power of liſtening to 
thoſe of other People. 

The Intrigue between him and ZELINDA 
had now laſted a conſiderable time for Per- 
ſons of their gay Temper ; the Condeſcen- 
ſions ſhe had made him, and the Submiſ- 
lion ſhe had teſtify'd on the ſcare of ELA- 
RIA, however, making him imagine ſhe 
felt really for him what might be call'd a 
true Affection, made him endeavour to be 
as grateful as poſſible: and tho' nothing 
could be a Task more ſevere than that he 
impos d on himſelf in this behaviour, he 
exerted all the Man about him to diſſem- 
ble a Tenderneſs for her, equal to that ſhe 
had ſcem'd to have for him: but how eaſy 
is it for thoſe who are at all acquainted with 
the Paſſion, to diſtinguiſh the true Ardours 
from the counterfeit ? She plainly ſaw that 
he would find nothing leſs difficult, than 

to 
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to patt from her, if he could find a hand- 
ſome pretence for it; which Indifference, 
join d to the inceſſant Importunities of a 


new Adorer, made her become as negli- 


gent in her Endearments, as of late ſhe 
had perceivd he was. And one Evening, 
perceiving he came not at the appointed 
Hour, ſhe gave admittance to her new En- 
amorato ; and to prevent any Interruption 
in the Entertainment ſhe was now reſolv'd 
to permit him to give her, writ to ARIDA- 
NOR a Billet, containing theſe Lines. 


To the Inconſtant AR1DaxoR. 


THEN I ſo readily forgave your 
Intrigue with ELARIA, it was not 
that I lov'd too little, but too much; ill 
therefore does your Indifference repay ſo 
true a Paſſion, and worſe would it be- 
come me to receive the Carefles of a Man, 
who, by the faintneſs of them, denotes 
he is no longer influenc'd by Inclination. 
For Heaven's ſake then throw off 
this forcd Complaiſance! I have now 
brought myſelf to a Diſpoſition to en- 
dure your abſence without complaining ; 
and as I am perfectly acquainted with the 
Change in your Sentiments, ſhall make 
no ſcruple to declare mine, and aſſure 
© you that it is my deſire we ſhould meet 
© NO more as Lovers, and that you ſhould, 
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but as a Dream, remember what has paſt 
between You and 


ZELINDA. 


Her new Admirer being in the Room 
while ſhe ſtep'd into her Cloſet to write this, 
ſhe was in ſo much haſte to return to him, 
that ſhe entirely forgot to order the Page, 
by whom ſhe ſent it, to give it into no other 
Hand than that of ARipanoR himſelf; 
who being at that time from home, the in- 
advertent Boy deliver'd it to his Gentleman, 
with whom, however, it had been ſuffici- 
ently ſecure, had not BARSINA unluckily 
croſs d the Hall the moment of its being 
brought. The ſight of the Page, the know- 
ledge of his Lady's Humour, and the Obſer- 
vation ſhe had made on the frequent Viſits 
which her Lord had for ſome time made 
there, gave her a ſort of jealous Curioſity 
to know the Contents of this Letter. The 
Emiſſary of ZELINDA was therefore no 
ſooner out of the Houſe, than ſhe com- 
manded the other to give it her, which he 
endeavouring to evade, increas d her Suſ- 
picion, and her Reſolution to become Mi- 
ſtreſs of it. ARIDANOR, ſaid ſhe, has no 
Secrets to which I am a Stranger, nor will 
he condemn you for entruſting in my hands 
any Paper directed for him: but to remove 
whatever Fears your Duty may ſuggeſt on 
this occaſion, I give you my Honour not 

tO 


( 309 ) 

to open it the Seal, till broke by him, 
ſhall remain untouch'd, and it is only with 
a deſign of a little innocent Raillery, that I 
deſire to be the bearer of it myſelf. The 
Gentleman, who knew the perfect Agree- 
ment between them, and beſide*cou'd not 
imagine that if there were any Affair im- 
proper to be communicated to her, ZE- 
LINDA would have taken ſo little Care in 
the delivering it, made no farther heſitation 
to obey her. She retir'd immediately with 
it in her Hand, but being a Woman nicely 
punctual to her Word, would not venture 
to break it open, but laying it carefully up 
in her Cabinet, reſoly'd to proceed in ſuch a 
manner, as ſhould fully inform her of the 
Contents, without running the hazard of in- 
curring the Diſpleaſure of her Lord, or for- 
feiting her Promiſe to his Gentleman. She 
was however in the utmoſt uneaſineſs till 
ARIDANOR came in; ſhe long'd to be con- 
vinc'd of that, which ſhe but too much 
fear'd, when known, would be far from 
reſtoring her to that Tranquillity ſhe was 
us'd to enjoy: yet ſo terrible to be borne are 
perturbations of Suſpence, that whoever 
labours under thera, would fly to the moſt 

ſtabbing certainty for change of Torment. 
At length he came, and ſhe no ſooner 
ſaw his Chariot enter the Court- yard, from 
a Window where ſhe ſat on purpoſe to ob- 
ſerve, than ſhe ſent to deſire he would come 
| 4E 3 to 
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to her inſtantly : which requeſt being im; 
mediately comply'd with, ſhe Aluted him 
in theſe Terms; My Lord, ſaid ſhe, a 
Letter directed for you, has fallen, by ac- 
cident, into my hands; but as I have been 
ſo honourable not to open it, I hope you 
are too generous not to communicate 
the Contents of it to me, the manner of 
its being brought having fill'd me with a 
Curioſity, which I am the leſs aſham'd to 
confeſs, becauſe it is the firſt time I ever wag 
guilty of it, Theſe Words, and the fight 
of the Hand, cover'd the whole Face of 
ARIDANOR with a ſcarlct Bluſh ; never, 
beforc, had he experienc'd ſuch a Dilemma, 
he knew not how cither to evade, or com- 
ply with her entreaty; and having ſtood for 
ſome moments ſilent, and in a Poſture 
which heighten'd her Suſpicions, at laſt, 
Madam, ſald he, but not without ſome he- 
ſitation in his Voice, this Letter, tho direct- 
ed for me, is intended for another Perſon z 
and I cannot, without the utmoſt injuſtice 
to thoſe who have intruſted me, make even 
you a partner in the Secret. O Sex moſt 
fertile in Invention, and practis d in Deceit! 
cry d ſbe, unable to contain the Pangs 
which Fealouſy now ſhot through every 
. aching Fibre of her Heart, I expected ſome 
ſuch mean Equiyocation from a Guilt like 
thine. Man, however i imperious, lord- 


ly, and unforgiving when in power, is ever 
| | fawning, 
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fawning, fearful, and poor in Spirit, when 


detction's: near, and ſtretches out her un- 


corrupted Hand to draw from off his Crime 
the Vail which has obſcured it. —Un- 
grateful Lord! purſued ſhe, Is it to the Lo- 
ver of ZELINDA I have preſerv'd myſelf ſo 
true a Wife !——I it thus, that Virtue, 
Truth, and Tenderneſs muſt be repaid 
O could I as eaſily throw off thoſe Princi- 
ples in which my Youth was bred, forget, 
like thee, all ſenſe of Honour and of 
Shame, how might I make thee tremble at 
my Revenge ?——In ſpite of thy Indiffe- 
rence, Iam ſtill thy Wife, and by that Title, 
am impower'd, when er I pleaſe, to load 
thee with Diſgrace, great as the Indignity 
thou haſt offer d me — But well, alas! 


thou knoweſt, I too much fear the Gods, 


and prize my own unſpotted Purity, to re- 
taliate in kind the wrong thou haſt done me. 
o on then, fin in ſecurity, and laugh 
at my Reproaches ; but think not that high 
Heaven will always ſuffer thee to triumph 
over the ſacred Laws, and abuſe the Virtue 
of an enduring Wife. 

In this manner did ſhe continue, venting 
the tempeſtuous Paſſions of her Soul, for 
a conſiderable time, without his offering 
one word of Interruption 3 but at length, 
that Tenderneſs which had at firſt engaged 
him to marry her, and had never ſince for- 
ſook his Breaſt, gave way to the naturat 
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vehemence and impatience of his Temper, 
He now ceas'd. or to deny, or to ex- 
cuſe his Crime; and telling her, That what- 
ever Faults the heats of Youth might have 
made him guilty of, it ought not to be a 
Perſon who had ſo well profited by the Folly 
of his amorous Inclination that ſhould up- 
braid him with it, flung out of the Cham- 
ber, leaving her; when Rage a little abated, 
and gave room for cool Reflection, to re- 
pent that ſhe ſo far had urg d him. 

When ARIpaANoR had enough recover'd 
himſelf from that ſudden diſorder which his 
late Rage had involy'd him in, he read the 
Letter which had been the Cauſe of it; he 
would have thank'd ZELINDa for diſcharg- 
ing him from his Attendance, had ſhe done 
it in any other manner: but the imprudence 
of her Conduct, in expoſing both herſelf 
and him, to that very Perſon, from whom 
of all the World ſhe ſhould moſt carefully 
have conceal'd their Amour, made him now 
deſpiſe and hate, what before he had but a 
ſmall ſhare of eſteem for. He blamed his 
Wife alſo for the Terms in which ſhe had 
expreſs'd her Reſentment, much more than 
for the Reſentment itſelf; but as he truly 
lov'd her, he eaſily abſolvd her this little 
Fault, which he was ſenſible was more oc- 
caſion'd by the extreme Tenderneſs ſhe had 
tot him, than by any thing of that womanziſh 
Pride, Which, as frequently as Love, ren- 
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ders a Wife tenacious of her Prerogative, 
and jcalous of her Right. He would not, 
however, ſeem to forgive what ſhe had ſaid, 
reſolving to make his own uſe of the op- 
portunity ſhe had given him, ro execute a 
Deſign which he had for ſome time been 
forming, but could not till now bring to 
perfection. 

ALMIRA began to ſhow the Misfortune 
which her inadyertent Paſſion had drawn 
on her, in too viſible a manner for him 
not to fear it would ſoon become ſo to 
the whole World; and having of late no 
opportunity of ſpeaking to IDoMEUs con- 
cerning the Affair, that young Lord ab- 
ſenting himſelf from his Houſe, and keep- 
ing for the moſt part out of town, he had 
for a long time been prodigiouſly uncaſy, 
that ſhe did not make ſome pretence to re- 
move ; which perceiving ſhe made not the 
leaſt Effort to do, he thought he had now 
a fit Excuſe, on his Quarrel with her Siſter, 
to deſire ſhe would quit his Houſe. He 
therefore reſolv'd to keep up his Reſent- 
ment; and tho BARSINA, ſenſible of the 
wrong ſtep ſhe had taken, entreated to be 
admitted, he ſhut himſelf up, refus'd to ſee 
her, and ſent her word, that if ſhe deſir'd 
to expiate the Fault ſhe had been guilty 
of, her beſt way would be not to remind 
him of it, by coming into his preſence, till 
he ſhould let her know he had forgiven it. 

een 


es 


(314). 

But not being able long to counterfeit this 
cruel Humour to a Woman he ſo ſincerely 

lovd as BARSINA, as well as becauſe by 
thought it full time ALMIRA ſhould be 
gone, he order'd his Page to carry a Letter 
to her Chamber, which contained theſe 
Lines. 

To ALMIRA. 


0 O V are not ignorant that no other 


Motive, than the moſt pure Affec- 
© tion to BARSINA, made me become her 
© Husband, nor that the Love I bore her 
* made every thing which was dear to her 
* elteem'd by me. As a Siſter, you have 
been treated by me with a Brother's Ten- 
* derneſs ; but as the Circumſtances in which 
< we once ſtood have changed their face, 
© acculſc it not as a Levity in me, that I 
* delire you to remove to ſome place where 
vou may reſide with more caſe, than you 
< Can at preſent in the Family of the 


Diſcontented 
ARIDANOR. 


P. FS. ©* The ſooner you provide yourſelf, 
the better, becauſe here may happen Rup- 
tures will no way pleaſe you to be wit- 
neſs of. Farewel ; every thing is not what 
it ſeems, nor I ſo much unkind as this 


Epiſtle may make me appear in your Ima- 
Sination. Let 
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Let any one put themſelves, if Imagina- 
tion can ſo far tranſport them, one mo- 
ment into the Condition of the unhappy 
ALMIRA; and they may then, but no other- 
wiſe, be able to conceive what 'twas ſhe 
endur'd. She doubted nbt but the Secret 
of her Misfortune was divulg'd, and ſup- 
pos'd that only that was the occaſion of 
thoſe Ruptures mention'd in the Poſtſcript. 
ARIDANOR had indeed contriv'd it with ſo 
much Art, that ſhe might believe it to be 
ſo, yet no other Perſon to whom ſhe 
might happen to ſhow it, have ſuſpi- 
cion of the Truth. What could ſhe 
now do? To whom could ſhe have recourſe 
for Advice? IdoMevus ſhe had not ſeen for 
ſome days, and ſhe gueſsd the reaſon of 
his abſencc, was on account of what had 
paſs'd between them being diſcover'd. Her 
Siſter was in fo great a diſorder, that ſhe 
deſir'd none might come into her Cham- 
ber, and this afflicted Beauty now look d 
on that alſo as proceeding from the ſame 
Cauſe : Believing herſelf therefore the oc- 
caſion of the whole Diſturbance which had 
happen'd in the Family, ſhe reſolv'd to go 
out of it immediately ; and as none of thoſe 
to whom ſhe imagin'd her Shame was known 
demanded to ſee her, had little Inclination 
to deſire it. Diſtracted therefore with the 
various Idea's that ran that moment _ 

cr 
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her whirling Brain, ſhe bid her Woman 
pack up her Clothes, and every thing be- 
longing to her, in order to leave a Houſe 
which had been ſo fatal to her. —Let 


us make haſte, ſaid ſhe to her, to be gone 
from this deteſted place, this Scene of Ruin, 
Perjury, and Deceit, and where even Na- 
ture fails to take the part of one, who ought 
to be moſt dear by Blood and Intereſt; even 
BARSINA, that once dear Siſter, that en- 
gaging Friend, here forſakes ALMIRA, and 
drives hcr out to Miſery and Shame, and all 
the Woes that attend helpleſs and betray'd 
Innocence. Gods! continued ſhe, is 
the Fault I have committed of that un- 


pardonable nature, that none will vouchſafe 


a hand to help me If I have thrown a 
Stain on my Family, and thereby forfeited 
my Pretenſions to the Favour I might ex- 
pect from a Siſter ſo ſevercly virtuous, muſt 
ARIDANOR too abandon me ? Muſt he cx- 
pole and thruſt me out to the wide pitileſs 
World: He, whom had I never ſeen, 
I had been happy, Ipomevus had been then 
a ſtranger to my Eycs, nor had I ſtood in 
need of Friendſhip, or Aſſiſtance! 
O Monſter! Villain ! perfidious, ungrateful 
IdoMEvs ! added ſhe, after a little Pauſe, 
to what unfathomable Depth of Wretched- 
neſs haſt thou reduced me ! She utter'd 
theſe 'Words with too much Vehemence 
tor them not to be obſcry'd, by her Wo- 
man 
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man and another Servant, who were then 
waiting in the Room. It was not, how- 
ever, their buſineſs to take notice they ob- 
ſerv'd any thing farther than what ſhe had 
commanded ; and tis poſſible, tho' not 
exceeding probable, according to the Dif- 
poſition of the greateſt part of thoſe of their 
Profeſſion, that their Lady's Secret might 
have been ſafe in their poſſeſſion, had no- 
thing elſe happen d to betray it: But alas! 
the Diſorders of this poor Lady's Mind 
wrought ſo far on her Body, that the Ef- 
fe& was preſently diſcern'd in more than 
Words cach Limb began to tremble 
with convulſive Strugglings, and every Nerve 
confeſs d an Agony before unknown. In 
fine, ſhe fell into that Condition, which 
thoſe who are moſt experienced in it dread, 
but which in its firſt tryal is ſcarce to be 
ſupported. No longer now had ſhe 
the power of retaining Senſe either of Shame 
or Fear; Reſentment too was baniſh'd from 
her Breaſt, and all the Wiſh was left her, 
was to be easd by any Means, or Perſon. 
Her Woman preſently conceiving what her 
Condition was, and fearing the Agonies 
ſhe ſaw her in, if not immediately reliev'd, 
would be her death, ran to acquaint Ban- 
SINA with the News. At firſt ſhe was de- 
ny'd admittance by the Lady's Page, who 
waited in an outer Room ; but her crying 
out that ALMIRA was dying, and the Shrieks 
of 
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of that unhappy Creature by this time teach: 
ing the Ears of the whole Family, her Siſ- 
ter open'd the Door, to know the meaning 
of ſo confuſed a Noiſe 3 which being whil- 
per'd to her by the Attendant of ALMiIRa, 
ſhe accompany'd her, almoſt wild with Aſto- 
niſhment and Grief, to her Chamber, where 
ſhe indeed found her in a Condition ſuch 
as could leave no room to imagine it any 
other than really it was. Utterly impoſ- 
ſible is it to expreſs the mingled Rage and 
Concern, which at this Object invaded the 
whole Soul of the virtuous BARSINA: yet 
in this juncture, teſtifying a more than or- 
dinary Preſence of Mind, and prizing the 
Reputation of her Siſter above even her Life, 
ſhe order'd a Hackney-Chair to be brought 
immediately to the Door, and forced her 
into it, giving the Charge herſelf to the 
Men to what place they ſhould carry her, 
which was to the Houſe of a Midwite, 
whom ſhe knew ſhe could oblige to keep 
the Secret. She had no ſooner diſpatch'd 
her from view, than ſhe ſent her Woman 
after her with ſuch things as were proper 
for the Condition ſhe was in, but con- 
tinued in the moſt terrible Agonies for ſo 
unexpected and ſo ſhameful an Accident. 
In the mean time, the Author of this 
Misfortune, inconſtant Ipoukus, was en- 
gaged in Adventures, which made him 
wholly negligent of what might befall this 
wretched 
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wretched Victim of his wavering Deſires. 
By accident, he had one day ſtray'd into 
the Temple of the Sun, a place he was 
uſed but little to frequent; bur as if the 


God had determin'd to take vengeance on 
him, for the little regard he paid to his 
Altars, he no ſooner approach'd the ſacred 
Shrine, than he was ſtruck with a ſudden 
Fire, more fierce than even his Rays, un- 
aided by the Charms of Beayty, had the 
power of kindling. The ſparkling Eyes of 
LUTHELINA, a young Virgin of noble Blood, 
being placed oppoſite to the ſpot on which 
he ſtood, ſhot into the very Soul of the 
amorous Youth fuch Flames, as were not 
to be extinguiſh d but by Enjoyment : Strong 
as ſwift he felt their mighty Force ; but 
that not being a place in which he could 
accoſt her in the manner he wiſh'd to do, 
the ſacred Ceremony over, he order'd his 
Page to follow and obſerve into what Houſe 
ſhe went, and not to return without a full 
Information of her Name, and the Cir- 
cumſtances of her preſent Condition. Ipo- 
MEUS was of a Diſpoſition arbitrary over 
thoſe on whom he had power, reſolute in 
having his Commands fulfill'd, and ſuffici- 
ently generous in rewarding Services, to 
engage the utmoſt from his Dependants. 
The Perſon whom he employ'd on this Er- 
rand, had too much to fear from his In- 
dignation, and allo to hope from his Li- 

berality, 
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berality, not to make him diligent in his 
Enquiries ; and he ſo well ſucceeded in them, 
as to bring him an account that this young 
Beauty was the Daughter of a Dalmatian 
Lord, who, having waſted the beſt part of 
his Fortune in an unſucceſsful Quarrel, had 
left her, with two other Siſters, wholly on 
the dependance of an Aunt, who was hap- 
pily marricd to one of the moſt wealthy 
Commoners in Caramania; by whom hay- 
ing no Children, and now of an Age too 
much advanced to hope for any, the three 
Orphans had been educated as her own : 

and that the two elder being married with 
her Conſent, had received from her Boun- 
ty Portions equal to what might have been 
expected with them, had they been really 
her owne But this blooming Charmer at- 
tracting the univerſal Admiration of the 
Men, the old Lady kept in a very cloſe 
Reſtraint, never permitting her to go a- 
broad without her, or receive any Viſits but 
ſuch as ſhe was pleaſed to think proper. This 
Account was but little pleaſing to IDoMEvUs ; 
he had not only the Virtue and Virgin- 
Fearfulneſs of the young one to combat 
with, but alſo the watchful Diligence of 
the old one to deceive: he was reſolv'd, 

however, not to give way to Deſpair, with- 
out having firſt made a tryal of the Diffi- 

culties which he muſt ſurmount to become 
Maſter of his Wiſhes. Having no acquain- 
tance 


r 
tance with any of the Family, nor with 
any who could introduce him, he made it 
his buſineſs to find out what publick Places 
the Uncle moſt frequented z which havin 
learn'd, he never fail'd meeting him, add 
by degrees brought himſelf ſo much into 
his good Opinion, that he invited him'to 
his Houſe. This was all at preſent our 
young Adventurer requir'd; and being one 
day 'preſs'd by him in a very friendly man- 
ner to go home with him from the Ten- 
nis-Court, where they had been at play, 
he joyfully accepted the Offer; and the 
more gladly, becauſe it being before Din- 
ner, he was certain of ſeeing the Ladies. 
Thus far every thing ſucceeded according 
to his wiſh; but never was Man ſo con- 
fuſed as he, when, the Table being ſery'd, 
the Aunt and Niece appear'd ; the fulſome. 
Compliments he reccivid from the one, 
and the Beauties of the other rendring him 
incapable of judging in what manner he 
ſhould behave. He no ſooner began to 
ſay a gallant thing to the one, than the o- 
ther would interrupt him, by telling him 
how like her Niece was to her, and twenty 
times over aſſuring him, that tho ſhe was 
her Aunt, ſhe was very little older; that 
her Brother was a Man when ſhe was no 
more than a Child, and that LUTHELINA © 
and ſhe, by thoſe who knew them not, 
were taken for Siſters. Had it been at any 

| other 
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ther time, the Vanity of this Beldame would 
aye ae a ſufficient matter of Diverſion to 
t the Impertinence of her Chat now 
hindring him from declaring his Sentiments 

the young Lady, made him almoſt di- 

rated ; and ſcarce cau'd he refrain from 

ting her ſee by his Anſwers, that it was 
of little conſequence to him of what Age 

was: but with the Praiſes ſhe was inceſ- 

any giving herſelf, ſhe mingled ſo many 

of him, that it was not in his power to be 
rude, and at laſt put a thought i into his Head 
which he rcſolv'd to cheriſh as a fortunate 
ONCE. 

He judg'd, with Reaſon, that when a 
Woman takes an over- care to appear amia- 
ble in the eyes of Mankind, it is not with- 
out an ambition of being told ſhe is ſo; 
and that ſuch a Perſon might, with caſe, 
be brought to believe any thing by him ſhe 
imagines is her Lover. To counterfeit that 
Character, he preſently perceiv d was the on- 
ly means to engage one of hers to his In- 
tereſt; and tho he could not, as yet, form 
any direct Rules in what manner he ſhould 
proceed hercafter, he fancy d it would be 
the beſt beginning he could make; not 
doubting, but when he was once become free 
enough in the Family, to have an opportu- 
nity of talking to the young Lady, he ſhould 
eaſily convince her, it was not the antiqua- 


ted Beauties of her Aunt, which render d 
him ſo aſſiduous. In 
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In fine, he turn d the whole Frame of his 
Behaviour and Diſcourſe in fuch a manner, 
that ſhe who had not for a long Series of 


Years known what it had been to have ſuch 
fine things ſaid to her, was perfectly tranſ- 
ported, and believing him really enamourd 
with her, had not the leaſt jealous thought 
that he was ſo elſewhere, as otherwiſe the 
natural Envy of her Diſpoſition would have 
made her preſently obſerve; and was ſo far 
from denying him admittance to her Heuſe, 
as ſhe had done many who had profeſs'd 
themſelves the Lovers of LUTHELINA, that 
ſhe intreated him to come as frequently as 
he could, aſſur d him her Gates ſhould be 
always open to receive him; and not only 
by her Words, but alſo by her Eyes, if 
Glances of a Woman turn'd of Fifty may be 
allow'd'to be intelligible to a young Man 
of twenty five, made it her endeayour 
to convince him a more welcome Gueſt 
cou'd not arrive. 
| Purſuant to the firſt ſtep he had taken, he 
manag'd the Affair ſo well in the ſucceed- 
ing Viſits he made her, that in a very ſmall 
time ſhe became enamour'd of him to the 
utmoſt pitch of Dotage; which is all the 
Term one can afford to a Woman, who, 
at her Age, confeſſes a Paſſion that even 
Youth is put to the Bluſh to acknowledge. 
But being belovd by her, was the leaſt. MK 
m_ he aim'd at, and as his Deſign was 
Y 2 trough | 
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through the Aunt to make his Way to the 
Nicce, he took the opportunity. her miſta-. 
ken Fondneſs gave him; and, counterfeit- 
ing too well for one who ſo much contribu- 
ted to her own Deception to ſee into the 
Cheat, perſuaded her to pretend a Journey 
to a Relation in the Country, and abſcond 
for a ſmall time with him. It is not to be 
bclicv'd with how much greedineſs ſhe ſwal- 
low'd the Bait he had prepar'd for her, and 
telling her Husband that ſhe had receiv'd 
Letters that a Couſin of hers was extremely 
ill, would needs go immediately away; and 
that, -not only becauſe ſhe was in haſte to be 
gone to one, who ſhe ſaid was ſo dear a 
Fricnd, but alſo pretending. a Frugality, 
which ſhe knew was not diſpleaſing to him 
whom fhe endeavour'd to deceive; that ſhe 
would ſave the. Charges of travelling with an 
Equipage, and go privatcly in the Stage- 
Coach. Every thing favouring her Deſigns, 
he, like the Moon, was loſt in Clouds, to 
have the better Opportunity of indulging 
her expected Raptures with the lov.d EN- 
DIMION, inviſible. by mortal Eyes. Ipo- 
MEUS contriv'd the place to which ſhe went, 
ſhould be ſo near the Town, that he could 
with caſe go thither every day, and return at 
night, which he was always punctual in do- 
ing, .to.take off all ſuſpicion that he had 
agy other deſign in viſiting the great City, 


than. to prevent the ſcandalous Oblervers of 
the 
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the Intimacy between them, from imagin- 
ing they were gone together. 
Now was the beauteous LUTHELINA left 
a defenceleſs Prey to the ſubtile Invader: 
the watchfulneſs of her Aunt had, hitherto, 
taken away all occaſion for her ſetting that 
guard over herſelf, which all Women are 
inſtructed in, and which, when ever they 
ſtray, moſt certain Ruin overtakes their 
Steps; and ſhe was as incapable of reſiſtin 
the Impulſes which Love and Nature create 
in a youthful Breaſt, as ſhe would have been 
to have ſubdu'd an Army by any other 
Weapons than her Eyes. Ivomevs needed 
no more than to declare his Paſſion to in- 
ſpire an equal ſhare in her; the little ſhe had 
been ſufferd to hear of Diſcourſes of this 
kind, made her now liſten to what he ſaid 
with double Pleaſure; and by reading of 
Romances, having been taught, that to be 
ador'd was the Prerogative of her Sex, had 
too often look'd on it as a hardſhip to be 
deny'd that Triumph, not to conſider the 
Liberty ſhe now enjoy'd, as the greateſt Bleſ- 
ſing could have befallen her. This was in. 
deed a Diſpoſition which might have been 
fatal inſtead of advantageous to his Peſi igns, 
becaufe the ſame Motives which induced der 
Vanity to give ear to him with pleafure, 
would certainly have inelin'd her to rective 
the ſame Declarations from others alfo ; bur 
to preyent this Evil, he took care never to 
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be Fife: from her but in thoſe hours which 
call'd him to her Aunt, and in which ſhe 
ul not, with decency, admit the Viſits of 

Perſons of a different Sex. 
What is it that continu'd Importunitics, 
When mix'd with Inclination, and fayour'd 
by Time and Place, bring to paſs! The Va- 
nity of this young Charmer firſt inclin'd her 
to receive his Addrefles ; his Accompliſh- 
ments and agreeable Perſon, brought her at- 
terwards to be as well pleas d — the Lover 
as the Loue; and the Soſtneſs of her Sex at 
laſt, to think nothing too much to reward 
an Affection, which ſhe imagin d no leſs ſin- 
cere than it appear'd to be violent. In a 
word, as he wanted not Courage to ask cve- 
ry thing of her, ſo there was nothing he de- 
fircd, that he did not obtain. This indeed 
muſt be ſaid of him, that in ſome mea- 
ſure he deſerv'd her, ſince never Quixorx 
of Romance did more to obtain the Dur- 
N of his Hopes, than he, in conſtrain- 
himſelf to counterfeit Ardors for a 
Un. whoſe Experience render d it very 
difficult to impoſe on her, and who would 
not have fail d to have remark d the leaſt 
deficiene in Behaviour: but this was a Me- 
rit of | Which he durſt not boaſt, but which 
alſo braught with it its own Conveniencies, 
to make amends for the preſent Toil ; be- 
cauſe whenever he grew tired with the Poſ- 
ſeſions of the Charms of his young 4 
reſs, 
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ſtreſs, he had no mote to do, than by grow. 
ing cold to the old one, occaſion her retut 
to Town, and by that means be rcleas' 
from his Obligations to that undone Beau- 
ty, without incurtring the Reputation of 
Ingratitude or Falſhood. He was too well 
deuairtted with the Inconſtancy of his own 
Humour, not to know that this would infal- 
tibly happen ſome day or other; and felt an 
infinite deal of Pleaſure in his own Mind, 
at thinking how well he was provided of an 
Exp edient to rid himſelf, whenever he 
plead, of Embraces in which he no longet 

cou'd find a Joy. 

But this fell not out immediately; it was 
in the very height of his Amour with LuUTHE- 
LINA, that that unfortunate Accident hap: 
ned to ALMIRA; and his time being wholly 
fhar'd between the amorous Aunt, and love- 
ly Niece, he had not appear'd in the Palace 
of ARIDANOR for many days. His abſence 
adding to the Diſtraction which her reſent 
Condition involv'd her in, made her fall 
into Ravings, which ſoon diſcover'd, to all 
about her, who it was that was the Ainice 
of her Shame. The News was ſogn com- 
municated to BARSINA; and that Lady 


thinking what ſhe had to ſay, a ſufficient 
Plea for breaking through the Injunction 
her Lord had lately laid on her, told Ax IDA. 
NOR ; who, ſhe ſuſpected not, had before. 
any knowledge of the Affair. IpomMevs 
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being unmarried, ſhe propos'd that he ſhould 
repair the Injury he had done her Siſter, by 
marry ing her with all convenient ſpeed: 
nor could leſs be expected from a Lady 
of ſo much Virtue, and who had all the 
Affection for the unfortunate ALMIRA, that 
could poſſibly be paid by one ſo near by 
Blood. But ARIipanorR, who knew the 
Diſpoſition of his Brother, and alſo that his 
Circumſtances could not well admit of ſuch 
a Match, endcavour d to ſilence her by theſe 
Words ; It is not, Madam, ſaid he, in the 
power of a younger Brother to marry ac- 
cording to his Inclinations, and I, by fol- 
lowing mine, have rcnder'd him yet leſs 
able to do ſo, than had I enrich d my Fami- 
ly by bringing a Lady into it more eminent 
for her Wealth, than for thoſe more worthy 
Qualifications I found in you. And is this 
all the Reparation, reſum d ſhe, that you 
think is owing to the poor ALMIRA for her 
Loſs of Honour, and the Diſgrace which 
it has brought on all ally'd to her? The 
Title of my Wife defends you from that 
fear, reply d he; and tho I truly pity your 
unhappy Siſter, and equally with yourſelf 
condemn the Action Ipoukus has been 
guilty of, yet will I never adviſe him to 
atone for it by the way you mention 
I' beg therefore, continued he, that for the 
fake of mine and your own Peace, you will 
| ccaſc to urge a Suit which it 9 the fix'd de- 
ter- 
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termination of my Soul for ever to refuſe. 
BARSINA, whoſe only fault. was having 
a Spirit a little too great, could not contain 
herſclf at theſe Words, and forgetting how 
dear her late Raſhneſs had coſt her, relaps d 
into a worſe and more dangerous Exceſs of 
it; and if Ar1DaNoR wanted a Stock of 
Patience ſufficient to endure her Reproaches, 
even when they were occaſion'd by a Faulr 
of which he knew himſelf guilty, how 
little could he ſupport them for a Crime 
tranſacted by another, and in which he had 
no hand? In fine, Paſſion on both ſides 
grew too high at laſt to be confin'd within 
the bounds of even good manners, and that 
decorum, which ought always to be pre- 
ſerv'd among People of Condition, and 
which, indeed, more than by their Titles, 
diſtinguiſhes them from thoſe of a mean 
Education: which AR1DANOR perceiving, 
and fearing he might be tranſported to 
ſomething unbecoming his Character, was 
cnough Maſter of himſelf to quit the Room. 
But BARSINA thinking ſhe had now a more 
juſtifiable reaſon for Reſentment than be- 
fore, and beſides that rage of Temper ſhe 
was poſſeſsd of, being continually kept 
warm by the daily Complainings of her 
Siſter, and the Whiſpers ſhe heard concern- 
ing her, as her Mistortune grew more re- 
veal'd, could not entertain the leaſt thought 
of ſubmitting, and retoly'd in her own 

Mind, 
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Mind, s much as a Woman who truly 
loves can do, never to be reconcil'd to 
her Husband without he conſented to uſe his 
utmoſt endeavours for the Nuptials of Ipo- 

MEUS and ALMIRA. 
In this diſtracted Poſition were the Fa- 
mily and Mind of AxDANOoR, when A- 
DRASTUS ſought relief and mitigation of 
his Sorrows in his Advice and Society : how 
little he was able to afford it to another, 
the Reader will eaſily judge by the knowledge 
how much he ſtood in need of it himſelf.— 
CLEARCHUS was the only Perſon who 
knew the Truth of this noble Anatolian's 
Misfortune, and was capable of talking 
freely to him concerning itz all means, 
therefore, as has been before obſerv'd, ha- 
ving been try'd and found ineffectual for 
the removal of IsMoNDa, it was his Coun- 
ſel, that his Friend ſhould no more add to 
the Torments he endur'd, by proſecuting an 
Endeavour which he had ſo often experi- 
enc'd was but fruitleſs: and the Perſuaſions 
of this known faithful Man, together with 
the apprehenſions of offending the King by 
too long an abſence, at laſt prevail d on him 
to leave Caramania; but with what Grief 
of Soul, none but a Husband who loves, 
and has like him been injur'd, can con- 
ccive. But whatever were his Anxieties, 
they could not ſurpais the Tranſport which 
his departure afforded his tranſgreſſing 
Wite, 
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Wife, and her enamour'd Prince. The one, 
now become paſt the care of Reputation, 
and the other believing himſelf ſafe from 
all Reproach, gave a looſe to Rapture great- 
er than ever they had durſt to indulge be- 
fore, and for a time, one would indeed 
have betiev'd the Poer's Divinity had been in 
ſuch a Love as theirs, ſo much beyond the 
ordinary Extaſies of that Paſſion, were the 
Portion of their every meeting; but as no- 
thing but a real Godhead can be immutable, 
the Fiend at laſt diſclos d itſelf, and ſadly 
transferr'd this Scene of heavenly Delights, 
to one all black and horrid. 

There is nothing more certain in the Af. 
fairs of Love, than that Security is the Pa- 
rent of Saticty ; and if we in the leaſt con- 
ſult either Philoſophy or Nature, tis eaſy to 
be accounted for. What a Man fears to 
loſe, he is for ever endeavouring to preſerve ; 
but when Doubt is no more, and you hayg 
no farther to do than to go on in one conti- 
nu'd round, the moſt pleaſing Circle, in 
time, grows dull, and the once ardent Lo- 
yer ſlackens in his Race; the Spirits cool, 
and Deſire begins to nod, when free from 
all Interruptions in the way, and unalarm'd 
by any purſuing Fears. Beſides, of the 
moſt luſcious Fruits we fooneſt ſurfeit : 
what is given us bur ſparingly, would never 
fail to excite our keeneſt Appetite ; but 


when allow'd at large, and the rapacious 
Will 
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Will is left without a Check, with too 
much greedineſs we devour, and the rich 
Sweets with too much Plenty cloy. To all 
this may be added, that IsMONDA buoying 
up Ambition with fancy'd Merit, and the 
Plea of having now abandon'd. eyery thing 
for Love, was. loſt to all but the return of 
that dear ruinous Paſſion; imprudently ex- 
acted from the Prince as a Right, that which 
is never with pleaſure granted when ex- 
pected. Love ſhould be free, and un- 
confin'd as Air; ; the leaſt reſtraint deſtroys 
the Bliſs, changes its very Nature, and per- 
verts that to forced Complaiſance, which 
was before all Extaſy and Joy. A 

Little did MARMILILo imagine, when 
he brought VIOLET TA for the better. con- 
tinuance of indulging his Paſſion for Ca- 
RICLEA, that the Beauties, of that Virgin 
would occaſion him the Troubles he was 
now inyolvd in. ADpRASTUsS had ſcarcely 
forſaken the Caramanian Confines, before 
the Prince became as much cſtrang'd in his 
Affections to the fair Wife of that unhappy 
Nobleman, as he had cauſed her to be to 
him; the untaſted Sweets of VIoLETTAS 
innocent Beauties kindled in his Heart a 
Fire, which nothing but their Poſſeſſion 
could extinguiſh. He knew MARMILLIO 
was the Perſon who introduced her to 
the Service ot ins and that ſhe 
de- 
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depended on his Advice and Care, a8 ſhe 
would do on that of a Parent. 

It was therefore chiefly in his power to 
ſcuds her, and to perſuade her, that Vir- 
tue Would be of little advantage to her in, 
a Place where the contrary was ſo much 
in faſhion. He had conferrd too many 
Obligations on this Favourite ; and, indeed, 
knew him too zcalouſly devoted to his Ser- 
vice, to ſuppoſe he would make a ſcruple 
of any thing which might afford him ſa- 
tisfaction; he therefore communicated his 
Thoughts to him on this occaſion with the 
utmoſt freedom, and talk d to him in a 
manner, as if he doubted not to be in an 
almoſt immediate poſſeſſion of his Wiſhes 
by his means : but he had not intirely fi- 
niſh'd all he had to ſay, before he perceivd 
MARMILL1o to change Colour, and by 
many Symptoms denote, that he was ei- 
ther -unwilling, or unable to execute this 
Commiſſion; which obliging him to change 
the form of his Diſcourſe, Whar, ſaid he 
to him, is the Happineſs of a Prince, who 
deſires nothing more than to make thee 

appy, of ſo little account with thee, that 
ou canſt heſitate at woking ro my Will 
a filly Girl, who would doubtleſs rejoice. 
to find herſelf ſo conſiderable to her So- 
vereign. Ah, ſacred Sir! replied MARMIL- 
LIo, the Gods of Caramania can witneſs 
fog me, how much I bleſs their Bounty, 
When⸗ 
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whenevet they afford me an occaſion of 
teſtifying the Regard I pay your Highneſs : 
Had VIoLETTA any thing in her of the 
Diſpoſition of her Sex, I might indulge my 
Wiſhes with the hope of ſerving you z 
but ſhe is colder than the frozen North, 
not to be warm'd by all the Artifices of 
melting Love ; and leſs ambitious than the 
Cottage-maid, who never heard of 
Grandeur, or had a Wiſh beyond her Milk- 
ing- pail. How often have I ſeen her 
fly, obſcure her Charms in Solitude, or run 
for Protection behind the Princels's Chair, 
to ſhield herſelf from hearing the Courtier's 
Addreſs? How regardleſs docs ſhe 
view the admiring Crowd? How little does 
ſhe adorn her Beauties? How negligent is 
ſhe in pleaſing? ——— Is not this, conti- 
nued he, my Lord! a Behaviour which may 
make me juſtly fear all that I can urge will 
be of no effect: I have remarked, re- 
ſumed the Prince, the artleſs Innocence 
which appears in all her Actions; and did 
I not believe there were a difficulty in gain- 
ing her, would think the Employment un- 
worthy of thy Skill. Were ſhe t 
be won by rich Preſents, and Promiſes 
future Greatneſs, my Page might, in my 
name, convey them to her, and bargain for 
her Heart. Or did the Court-Amuſements 
pleaſe her, in publick Balls, and private 
Preſſures of her Hand, I might have hope 
_ 
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to catch her Senſes : but ſo perfect a Mo- 
deſty can only by Time and Argument be 
won; and that alas! the ArGvus Eyes, 
which daily are upon me, deny me to 
make tryal of. But thou, MARMILL Io, 
art admitted even in her retir'd Moments, 
and under the ſanction of a Guardian's Name 
may'ſt ſteal upon her Thoughts, and, c'er 
ſhe is aware, „ her with Deſires in fa- 
vour of my Paſſion; with amorous Chat 
melt down her Soul, and warm into yield- 
ing. — Then, when thou findſt her 
moulded to the purpoſe, ſtamp the Impreſ- 
ſion of thy Prince's Image Say how I 
languiſh, burn, deſpair, and die; fay any 
thing, to ſprove it Murder, Treaſon, Parri- 
cide, to deny my Suit. 

The Prince utter'd theſe Words with 
too much Vehemence for the other not to 
know all oppoſition would be in vain ; 
and tho' he could not promiſe himſelf any 
great Succeſs, reſolvd to try his utmoſt 
Skill for the obtaining for his Prince the 
Happineſs he requird. He therefore aſ- 
ſurd him, in the moſt ſubmiſſive Terms, 
of. his Attachment to his Intereſt, and that 
he would omit nothing which might be 
conducive to promote it. The Prince, who 
doubted not his Sincerity, urg'd no more, 
than that he would be as ſpeedy as poſſible 
in the execution of this Commiſſion ; and 
tdling him, that, till he was the Maſter of 
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VIOLETTA's Beauties, he could not hope 
to know one caly moment, left him at li- 
berty; to ſtudy on the means which might 
make him ſo. - 

The Reader will, cbt be ſurpriz'd, 
that, conſidering the Character of Max- 
MILLIO, and the Services he had done of 
the ſame nature for his Prince, he ſhould 
now with ſo much difficulty be preyail'd 
on to engage in this. The Ruin of a 
young Virgin, like VIOLETTA, and the In- 
jury he ſhould do a Family, by whom he 
had been treated with the utmoſt reſpect, 
would appear but faint Obſtructions to a 
Man of his Humour, who, in every Action 
of his Life, had teſtify'd no Senſe of Pity, 
Gratitude, or Honour; nor indeed would 
he in the leaſt have heſitated, had nothing 
but what I have mention'd deterr'd him : 
But, beſides that he knew ſhe was poſſeſs d 
of all that Modeſty and Strictneſs of Virtue 
he had repreſented to the Prince, he knew, 
that happening to be in the Anti-chamber 
of the Princeſs's Apartment, ſhe had over- 
heard ſome Conference between THEODORE 
and ISMONDA, which had let her into the 
ſecret of their Amour, She had frequent- 
ly ſpoke of it to him with Wonder and 
Deteſtation; and he no oftener had en- 
deavour d to excuſe, than ſhe to reproach 
ſuch a conſequence of Love. The Senſe ſhe 
had of the Crime, was ſufficient to make 

him 
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him know it would not be Eaſy to pre- 
vail on her to become guilty of it: but 
to work à change in her Sentiments, in 
fayour of a Perſon, whom ſhe was certain 
was not only married, but alſo engaged in 
an Amour with another, ſeem'd to him an 
utter Impoſſibility z not could all his Wit 
furniſh him with one Pretence, which he 
could think would be received. 

To ſave his Credit therefore with the 
Prince, he had recourſe to the moſt cruel 
Stratagem that ever enter d the Heart of 
Man. Deſpairing to corrupt her Principles, 
or inſpite her with any Tenderneſs for a 
Man, of whoſe Heart ſhe could not hope 

to poſſeſs above a third ſhare 3 after hay- 
1 told TuxoponE that all the Argu- 
ments he could uſe had been of no effect, 
he perſuaded, him to force the Joy, which 
he found it was impoſſible for him to ob- 
tain by any other means. N 
Raſh, amorous, and ungovernable as 
this Prince was in all his Paſſions, ſuch a 


an injmitable ſhare of Good- nature, and as 
much Honour as was conſiſtent with the 
1 of his Temper; and told Max- 

ILLIo, that he could not conſent to ſucli 
an Action, though the perpetrating it was 
All for which he wifh'd to liye, and charg d 
him to renew his Endeavours to make her 
bis by other means than thoſe, The other 
| 2 pro- 


Propoſition extremely ſhock d him: he had 
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promis d him to obey, not daring to let 
him know the reaſon why he believed 
4 they would be eternally in vain. 
In fine, without uttering one ſyllable 
of the Prince's Paſſion to her, he con- 
tinued every day to aſſure him, that he 
found her Heart impregnable as a Rock, 
that he had try'd her every way, and that 
there was now no remaining hope, but 
| in the courſe he had before advisd. What 
will not the ſubtile Inſinuations of the 
Perſon one loves, when concurring with 
one's own Inclination, in time prevail on 
one to be guilty of! 
| The Prince, impatient to poſſeſs, and 
| made to believe that nothing but Force 
| could afford the long d. fot ' Bliſs, at laſt 
| half yielded to the Perſuaſions of his Fa- 
| vourite; who, to remove the only now 
remaining Scruple, that of the thing being 
known, contriv'd this Stratagem, that he 
ſhould not appear in his own ſhape, and 
the deſtin'd Victim of his wild Deſires be 
ignorant to whom ſhe ow'd her Ruin. 
Honour now lull'd to fleep, and all the 
nobler Faculties drown'd in the Exceſs of 
an Oerflowing and tumultuous Paſſion, he 
conſented with pleaſure to the Propoſal, 
and left the management of it to him, who 
promiſed to accompliſh it in a very ſhort 
time. 


No- 
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Nothing could be more caſy, than for 


him, who was ſo intimate with her, to be- 


tray her in this manner: And the Method 
he took to do it was this; he cauſed an 
Egyptian Habit to be made for the Prince, 
and a tawny Mask, ſo artificially contriv'd; 
that whoever had it on; would appear to 
have no other Face, than that which Na- 
ture had beſtowd : And intrcating the 
Prince to' come into his Apartment, You 
muſt condeſcend, my Lord, ſaid he, like 
JvPITER, to aſſume a Shame unworthy of 
you, when you attempt an Enterprize of 
this kind. The things being try'd, and fit- 
ting exactly; never Man was more delighted 
than THEODARE ; but yet could not con- 
ccive of what ſervice this Diſguiſe was to 
him, or how dclign'd to be made uſe of, 
till MARuILLIO pluck'd out two Letters, 
the one directed for himſelf, the other to 
VI1OLETTA: Theſe, ſaid he, are written by 
a hand ſo exactly counterfeiting that of 
CARICLEA, that were herſelf to ſee them, 
ſhe would imagine them dictated in her 
Sleep They contain a Recommen- 
dation of an Egyptian Eunuch, whom this 
careful Siſter entreats the young VIOLETTA 
to entcrtain as the Guardian of her Virtue : 
So many Stratagems being daily contriv'd at 
Court to deſtroy the Innocence of à Virz 
gin, ſhe cannot think her fate without this 
watchful ARGUs, who, incapable of in- 
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juting her himſelf, will be her Security 
from all others. He is therefore to lie in 
her Chamber, leſt any Attempts ſhould be 
made on her ſleeping Virtue. Your High- 
nels, . continued he, has nothing to do to 
carry on this Plot, but to perſonate this 
Slave for an hour or two, for it ſhall be 
near night when I preſent you: and to ex- 
cuſe your abſence, you muſt pretend a lit- 
tle Indiſpoſition, and diſmiſs all but me 
from your Attendance. The tranſported 
THEODORE agreed it ſhould be done that 
very Evening; and having appear d in the 
Drawing- room long enough to give a co- 
lour to the thing, cry'd out on a ſudden, 
that his Head ach'd, and retir'd haſtily to 
his own Apartment; where being followed 
by all the Gentlemen of his Bed- Chamber, 
he order d a profound Silence to be kept, 
and that none but MARMILLIO ſhould ſtay 
in the Room. 
Every body being remov d, he began to 
equip himſelf in the Egyptian Habiliments, 
which the aſſiduous Favourite had before 
convey'd by a back way into the Chamber; 
by which alſo, as ſoon as dreſs' d, they went, 
and ſo to the Apartment, who, being not 
then in waiting, they found at home. 
ManrMILL1o preſented her with the Let- 
ters of the Slave; which ſhe had no ſooner 
read, than ſhe bluſhed prodigioufly, at the 
thoughts of permitring any thing that * 
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the ſhape of Man to lie in her Chamber; 
but MARMILLIO aſſuring her, that it was 
the Cuſtom in all thoſe Countries where 
the Men arc jcalous of the Honour of theit 
Families, fhe at laſt conſented to obey the 
Injunction of her Siſter, But here imme- 
diately roſe another Obſtacle, which was, 


that according to the Cuſtom of Carama- 


nia, ſñe having but one Bed in her Chamber, 
he muſt lie in another till one could be 
put up: But this was not an Obſtacle which 
was beyond the Wit of MARMILLIo to ſur- 
mount; he preſently told her, that theſe 
Slaves never lay but on Carpets, which 
could be ſpread in a moment, and as eaſily 
remov'd. 

The good Opinion ſhe had of him, the 
obſervant Care with which he had ever 
treated her, and her Siſter's Commands, 
left her no room to heſitate, whether what 
they injoin'd was for her good, or not; 
and ſhe orderd her Woman to ſee it per- 
form d. The Royal Slave, who pretended not 


to underſtand one word of the Caramanian 


Language, was entertain'd by the Servants, in 
as Civil a manner as poſſtble: but it was no 
ſmall divexſion to him, to behold the won- 
der with which all the Women look'd up- 
on him, and the Mirth which his ſuppos'd 
Condition occalion'd among them, every 
one ſpeaking according to the Sentiments 
of her Heart, without reſerve before him, 
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in confidence he knew not what they 
ſaid. 1 

But when Night came, 2 be ſaw the 
lovely VI1OLETTA in her Bed, how difficult 
was it for him to reſtrain the Impaticncics 
of his burning Paſſion, till ſhe was aſleep, 
not daring to ſtir from his Carpets till then, 
leſt ſhe ſhould alarm the Family: but a 
more than ordinary Drouzineſs, by her ill 
Angel caſt on her Senſes, made her pre- 
ſently fall into the Condition he wiſh'd; 
which he no ſooner percciv'd, than he quit- 


ted the uneaſy Poſition in which he had 


lain, the Eagerneſs of Deſire with which he 
ſeiz d upon her Beauties leaving no time 
for the Preparatives of Kiſſes, and Degrees 
of Careſſes, he in a moment became Ma- 
ſter of too much, not to put it paſt her 
power to keep from him any part of what 
he wiſh'd. But in what words is it poſ- 
ſible to ſet forth the Rage! the Horror ! 
the Surprize with which ſhe waked, and 
found this bold Intruder! She ſtruggled, 
would have ſhriek'd for help, but Kiſſes 
ſopp'd the one, and more prevailing Strength 
rendred the other of no effect. In 
fine, ſne was undone, and he as happy as 
the full Poſſeſſion of her Charms could 
make him; but Tears, and Vows, not to 
Out-live the loſs of Honour, allay d the Joy, 
and turn'd him all into Endeavours to mi- 
tigate the Tempeſt of her Saul. He 

ſpoke 
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ſpoke to her, excuſing what he had done 
by the Violence of a Paſſion, which dif: 
dain'd all Bounds, and would fly to uy Ar- 
tifice to ſhun Deſpair, 

Oh! by whom, cry'd ſbe, have 1 been 
thus abus d yet, if thou loveſt thy Life, 
continued ſhe, 1 charge thee do not tell me, 
for be afſur'd, I will revenge this Wrong. 
It was not to ſhow that he not fear'd this 
Threat, but belicving the knowledge of his 
Quality would caſc the preſent Horrors of 
her Soul, he diſcover'd to her who he was; 
at which indeed her Surprize increas'd, but 
a ſmall Portion of her Gricfs abated —— the 
Rank of her Undoer took not away the 
Shame of being undone, and tho' ſhe ccas'd 
to revzle, ſhe did not to complain Oh 
Cruel Prince! ſaid ſhe, what could pro- 
voke you to the Ruin of a harmleſs Maid, 
who never injur d you even in a Thought ? 
Your Heart and Vows elſewhere devoted, 
how ſmall your Satisfaction, and how im- 
menſe my Woe !-—Wretch that Lam, pur- 
ſud ſhe, after a little pauſe, Death only 
can put a period to my irreparable Shame. 
In this manner did ſhe go on, nor could 
leſs be expected from a Woman of her 
ſtrict Modeſty ; yet had the Prince the plea- 
ſure to obſerve, that either the Reſpect ſhe 
paid him as her Sovereign, or a ſecret Incli- 
nation to his Perſon, made her ſuffer his 
continued Endearments with leſs reluctance 
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than before. As he was indeed one of the 
moſt lovely and accompliſh'd Men on 
earth, it was not difficult for him to make 
the moſt favourable Impreſſion on a Heart 
fo entirely unprepoſſeſs d as was her's: to 
add to this, he addreſs'd her in the ſofteſt, 
moſt engaging terms that Love and Wit 
could dictate; and before Morning, if ſhe 
was not brought to think what he had done 
no Crime, ſhe was at leaſt to wiſh it were 
not ſo: and though ſhe did not in words 
declare ſo much, the tender Preſſures, the 
Langniſhments, which, unawares even to 
herſelf, her Arms, and Eycs beſtow'd on him, 
confeſs d the melting God had pleaded in 
her Heart ſo powerfully in the defence of 
his Votary, that ſhe now more than forgave 
the Effects of his embolden'd Paſſion. —— 
Tranſported with this Diſcovery, he pur- 
ſued his Conqueſt, and ſwore to hold her 
for ever Priſoner in his Arms, if ſhe would 
not ſeal his Pardon, and conſent henceforth 
to give a looſe to Rapture. Faintly ſhe 
ſtruggled to get free from the ſweet Con- 
finement, but could not fpeak : A thouſand, 
and a thouſand times he repeated the ſame 
Requeſt, before her Tongue could utter 
what her ſwimming Eyes ſufficiently made 
known; and when, to prevail on him to riſe, 
it being now broad day, all ſhe could bring 
forth was, Tes. Enough confirm'd that he 
was Maſtcr of her Soul, as well as m_ 
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he now forſook the happy Scene of Plea- 
ute; and having clothed himſelf in his Diſ- 
#1ile, retired to his Carpets: from which, 
as ſoon as her Woman came into the Cham- 
ber; he roſe, and went into another Room; 


whence, taking his opportunity, he paſsd 


to his own Apartment, where MARMILL1O 
waited with impaticnce to know the End 
of this Adventure. 

The Prince making him a full relation 
of all that had paſsd, he was not a little 
alarm'd, when he firſt heard he had diſ- 
coverd who he was, not knowing how far 
the Fury of a Woman, thus abus'd, might 
tranſport her : but when he was told how 
kindly ſhe forgave the Deceit, he as much 
applauded himſelf for the Contrivance. The 
Prince expreſs'd his Senſe of it in terms 
the moſt obliging to him, and paſſionate 
to VIOLETTA; which let this Favourite 
know, that his Deſires being yet unſariated, 
he would ſtill have need of his Aſſiſtance to 
procure their future Interviews. 

He managed this Affair, as he had done 
all others of this nature, with which he had 
been entruſted, ſo much to the ſatisfaction 
of the Prince, that he became more in his 
favour than ever.— The Intimacy be- 


tween him and VIOLETTA, was known by 
every body, and ſhe met the Prince at his 
Apartment, under the pretence of viſiting 
a Perſon, who was look d upon as her 

Guar- 
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Guardian, without the leaſt ſuſpicion, for a 
conſiderable time. But what can eſcape the 
Eyes of jealous Love ? IsMoNDA finding the 
Prince more than ordinarily cool in the De- 
voirs he was accuſtomed to pay her; bent 
her whole ſtudy on a diſcoyety of the 
Cauſe ; which ſhe at laſt diſcoyer'd, and 
that MARMILL1o alſo was the Perſon to 
whom ſhe owed her Misfortune: having 
an opportunity of ſpcaking to him ſoon 
after ſhe arrived at this knowledge, ſhe up- 
braided him in the ſevereſt terms; wept, 
threatned, rail'd, entreated, by turns did 
every thing that an amorous and impatient 
Woman would do on the like dccaſion. 
Finding her too well inform'd of the Secret, 
he would not heighten her Rage of Tem- 
per by any Endeavours to conceal the Truth, 
but again made uſe of the ſame Arguments 
he had beforc urged on the ſcore of EUR1- 
DICE, and adviſed her indeed to the wiſeſt 
Method ſhe could now purſue : Her Repu- 
tation loſt, her Intereſt with the Princeſs 
changed to its reverſe, rendred an Alien to 
her Family, and for ever abandoned by her 
Husband, her whole dependance conſiſted 
in the favour of THEODORE ;- which, it ſhe 
once forfeited, by an imprudent Attempt to 
controll him in what he eſtcem'd a Plea- 
ſure, ſhe muſt expect the worſt and moſt un- 
pity 'd Fatc to which a Woman can poſlibly 
e reduced, that of a forſaken Miſtreſs : 
| Whereas 
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Whereas if ſhe ſeem'd not to know, what 
by reſenting ſhe could not remedy, ſhe 
would not fail of retaining his ReſpeR, 
and perhaps too retrieve his Love. To arm 
her to go through this Task with leſs diffi- 
culty, he ventur'd to let her know this had 
not been the firſt falſe ſtep the Prince had 
made; and by reminding her, that in ſpite 
of all the new Attractions which had hi- 
therto fallen in his way, ſhe had ſtill pre- 
ſerv'd her Empire o'er his Soul, flatter'd her 
with the opinion ſhe ſhould always do fo; 
and by degrees moderated the firſt Emotions 
of her jealous Rage ſo well; that ſhe con- 
ſented to ſeem blind to what ſhe but too 
well ſaw : But alas! ſhe had now reduced 
herſelf to a Condition, which made it the 
only Expedient to preſerve her from Miſery, 
Contempt, and all thoſe Ills a Woman in 
her Circumſtances muſt be obliged to bear, 
when abandon'd by him for whom ſhe in- 
curr'd them. 

As for VIOLETTA, her Character as yet 
remain d untouch'd ; the Egyptian Slave, who 
lay in her Chamber, * was never heard 

of after, Was by MARMILLIo's Artifices 
ſuppos d to have taken that opportunity of 
robbing her of ſome Jewels which ſhe had 
worn that Day; and confiding in his Ho- 
neſty, had not order'd to be ſecurd: and by 
the Diligence of the ſame Perſon, the en- 
amour d Prince has frequent Opportunities 


of 


(348) | 
of zcvelling with her to the height of chat 
Deſire, which ſhe now feels in equal prg- 
portion with himſelf, How dong a Space of 
Lime their preſent Ardours will eontinue, or 
What, muſt become of unhappy I8MONDA, 
hexcafter muſt reveal: but tis highly probable, 
that in à Paſſion liable to ſach Vieiſſitudes, 
as have bęen obſeryvd in the eburſe of theſe 
Memoirs, there Will happen Occurrences 
worthy ef Obſervation; which ſhall then, 
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